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	Convocation of the 8th Congregational Gathering

	As we celebrate the Feast of the Sacred Heart we hereby convoke the 8th Congregational Gathering of the Union of Presentation Sisters.  The theme for our Congregational Gathering is Awakening to the Mystery of God. 

On this special feast day, which is a significant day for the Congregation, we invite you to join us to hold this day a day of prayer and contemplation as we immerse ourselves in the Mystery we call God. You can download the prayer ritual and listen to the theme song by Jan Novotka.
In accordance with the spirit of our Constitutions – ‘Our Way of Life’ we hereby convoke the 8th Congregational Gathering of our Congregation. This Congregational Gathering will be celebrated in phases beginning on the 11th June 2010, the feast of the Sacred Heart.

As we begin this journey we are invited to immerse ourselves in the theme:

Awakening to the Mystery of God
the God in whom we live, move and have our being. Through this theme we are drawn deeper into the Spirituality of Being in Communion that seeks God in the interconnectedness of the whole of creation... (Congregational Gathering 2006)

As Presentation family we continue this journey in the presence of the Holy One, the Living Spirit of Christ, with us since before the beginning of creation. This Spirit of God is urging us from within to live out of a Christ Consciousness and to become a more authentic community of faithful women.

As we enter into this unique moment in our story as Presentation Congregation, each of us is called to awaken to the Great Mystery at the core of Life itself.  In this awakening we are enabled to listen more deeply to the voice of those made poor.
The Congregational Gathering will be held in four phases. These phases will unfold over time and we will be sending you further details. We have planned that the third phase will take place in Dromantine, Ireland from May 5th to June 3rd, 2012.  In this communal gathering (collegial assembly) the delegates will reflect on our life and mission in the Church and the world, and make decisions with a view to greater fidelity to our charism. They will set directions for the Congregation and elect a new leadership team for the next six years. When in session this community of elected delegates form the highest authority in the Congregation. This phase will be facilitated by Sr. Brenda Peddigrew RSM and Renee Stevens.

All the directions and decisions will be informed by the fruit of the earlier phases which will involve the entire membership of the Congregation, together with our Friends of Nano, colleagues and co-workers as appropriate.

We invite you to hold the convocation day, June 11th as a Be Still Day together in communities. The enclosed suggested ritual, which was prepared by the Working Group, is an inspiring resource for this day. ‘Silence is the language of God'. Rumi

If possible, it would be good to invite the Friends of Nano to participate in some part of this special day with your community.

Together we are on a journey of awakening, awakening more deeply into God who has pitched his tent inside us and inside every piece of creation. Our gateway into this mystery is silence and contemplation.

Like Mary, may we be generative women of life ‘Leaning heart to heart on the One who pulses life’ so that together we become more of a prophetic presence in our beautiful and broken world.

As we begin this journey together may the presence and action of the creative Spirit of God breathe in us an imagination that will lead us to fresh paths and awaken us to the mystery of God.

Yours sincerely,

Congregational Leadership Team



	Reflection on the Theme and Symbol

	Awakening to the Mystery of God is the theme for our 8th Congregational Gathering. Through this theme we are drawn deeper into the Spirituality of Being in Communion that seeks God in the interconnectedness of the whole of creation.... (Congregational gathering 2006), 

As we enter into this unique moment in our story as Presentation Congregation each of us is called to awaken to the Great Mystery at the core of Life itself. In this awakening we are enabled to listen more deeply to the voice of those made poor.

The fern is a symbol for our Congregational Gathering. We chose the fern for its simplicity, and the beauty of its unfolding process of growth and transformation. It’s a common plant that we can easily take for granted yet reveals a surprising complexity. The growth of the plant and the unfurling of each frond also represent the unfolding nature of the phases of our Congregational Gathering

 Ferns are common plants found around the world. They have been around a long time, in fact over 325 million years. Evidence of this is found in coal deposits formed during this era, when ferns were thought to be the dominant vegetation of the earth. Today there are over twelve thousand different species of ferns, they have a strong root system and are fairly adaptable. They reproduce by carrying spores. Some of these spores have been known to survive a century of drought.  

Each fern shoot has a tip, which is curled over and will unfold to become a fern leaf. The underside of each of these unfurled leaves or fronds also carries the spores that are the potential for new life. In the Maori tradition this unfurled frond is called a Koru, a symbol much used in Maori art and tradition. The image of the spiral which is found within each unfurled frond can be found extensively within nature, and the whole community of Life. Within many cultures and religious traditions, the spiral is a sacred image that represents the journey of life and Divine energy, as we see in the Nano Nagle Icon. 

There is no lesson in the fern
except uncurling slowly,
one green frond at a time;
learning to do well
in dark places;
letting growth come
from the underside of things.
Kathleen Cain
Fern Image Artist - Jan Eduard Irog, (Binalbagen Catholic College, Philippines) 
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