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	Challenge to Change Project 2010

	This year's Challenge to Change Project Seminar took place on 13 May in Kilkenny when representatives from twenty-eight Presentation Primary and Secondary schools gathered to celebrate their learning and to share their experiences.
Challenge to Change Project

Bright and early on Thursday, 13 May 2010, over 330 students, teachers, NGOs and invited guests set off for Kilkenny to participate in the annual Challenge to Change Seminar.

Challenge to Change, a Development Education project aimed at young people in Presentation Primary and Secondary Schools, seeks:
· to raise awareness

· to bring about a greater understanding of global inequality

· to allow students to see the impact of a changing global environment

· to empower them by exploring ways in which their actions at local level can impinge for the better on issues such as injustice, human rights, fair trade, racism and exploitation.
By informing the students and the wider local community the project will bring about a heightened awareness, a social consciousness and a broader vision and appreciation of developmental issues.

Schools sign up to the project each September and from September to June students of all ages from four years to eighteen years work on a whole-school basis on their chosen topic.  This year 28 schools engaged with issues of human rights, justice, sustainability and interculturalism.  Eight student representatives from each school attended the seminar.
The Seminar

Springhill Court Hotel Kilkenny was alive with energy, enthusiasm, colour and creativity as the students busied themselves setting up their displays, engaging with their audience, explaining their project and learning from the work of other students.  Project titles such as
· Education Matters!

· Ethiopia – from Famine to Fairtrade

· The Reign of the Rainforest

· Give them a Chance!

· No Homework – Just Hard Work

· Famine

· Where is Santa’s Workshop?

· Water – Living Today with Tomorrow in Mind

· Promoting a Human Rights School
give an indication of the complexity of the topics addressed by the students.  Throughout the day students had the opportunity to participate in one of five simultaneous workshops focused on development education issues.

To quote one student:  "We took up the challenge to change lives in many different ways."  

It is heartening to see how students, teachers and parents are doing their bit to make our world a better place for all, to shine a light into the darkness, to ask the hard questions and to seek answers.


	A Side Event at the UN: Mining in Peru, Indonesia, Philippines and Bolivia

	Based on the Philippine experience of the indigenous people in Mindanao of gold mining, Sr. Aquila Sy was invited to be a responder of the above event. In this article she outlines the impact of mining on the local environment and on the local people.
I was invited to be a responder of the above event based on Philippine experience of the indigenous people in Mindanao on gold mining.  The speakers were from the UN Environment Programme, a woman lawyer from Peru and one from Indonesia who was an indigenous woman.  The person from Bolivia did not arrive.  The speaker from the UN had good news saying that improvements are going to be experienced by communities around mining areas.  The Peruvian had lots of recommendations but what caught my interest was her call for an international court of justice to try the mining companies for damages to the people and environment and to make them pay and answer for it.  The impact in Indonesia and Peru were similar in many ways to the experience of the victims in the Philippines.  Some months ago there was an article in the Philippine newspaper about a town which mining smothered with red dust, covered the rice fields with water red as blood and the security guards were intimidating the townsfolk with real or imagined foes or engage in deadly shootouts among themselves. The governor likened the town to Iraq and as virtual power keg ready to explode since minerals including gold worth billions of dollars was unearthed and the folks described the mining operation as helter skelter.

Yes, the impact of mining in the Philippines can be aptly described as virtual power keg ready to explode.  There are more than 800 places left by mining companies with environmental damages worth billions of dollars and some of which are irreparable.  To those who suffer from the impact, mining is nothing else but a curse risking natural resources, livelihood, cultures and biodiversity.  According to a study by OXFAM mining in the Philippines is synonymous with persistent poverty instead of prosperity. One anti-mining activist was shot dead last February and another one last March.

To cite some mining areas in Southern Philippines in the island of Mindanao, province of Zamboanga Mt. Canatuan is an ancestral domain and sacred mountain of indigenous people called Subanen tribe and was considered a rice granary and critical water catchment.  Last year in October it reported an extraction worth $48,500 million for 8 deliveries to Japan.  Against their wishes a mining permit was granted to the mining company.  Since 2004 the mining company has been operating an open pit gold mine, using cyanide to extract gold from the ore and storing vast quantities of waste behind tailing dams.  Their crop yields and fishing were greatly reduced, silting was rising in the rivers and coastal areas and one small scale miner was shot dead accused of trespassing by the paramilitary.  In another mining company the indigenous people observed of sterility of their animals and skin diseases and itching after washing and working in the fields.  Another gold mining reported overflow of tailing dams which destroyed their rice fields and filled the bay which made fishing no longer viable.  It affected communities as far as 30 km.  Promises of employment were not fulfilled.  Most jobs given were driving and casual jobs in the drilling programme.

Traditional values of communal property, collective decision, respect for nature, non-violence and a way of settling their conflicts are diminishing.  In its place there is growing profit-making, personal gains, violence, abuse of nature and conflicts go to courts for settlement.  These have deeply divided communities.  Some Communities have become dependent on the mining company described as like a surrogate state because of the lack of basic social services from the government.

Small miners have learned to process their minerals with cyanide and adapted the buying-selling of tailings by the mining companies.  Traditionally, they do the processing manually and store the tailings for reprocessing as a continuous source of cash income for the family.  There are still large number of them in the Philippines and small scale mining supported by appropriate technology and adequate finance can provide source of livelihood as much if not more than mining companies.  Then the economic, cultural and spiritual potential of Philippine biodiversity can be protected for Mother Earth and for the future of the nation.  The country is considered globally as an important centre of biodiversity.

[Submitted by Sr. Aquila Sy]


	UN Funds for Indigenous Programmes

	Sr. Fatima Rodrigo, NGO Representative at the UN, outlines various grants available through the UN Funds for Indigenous Programmes.
The Ninth Session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UN PFII) took place in the United Nations, New York from 19th to 30th April 2010.  The Forum is an advisory body to the Economic and Social Council and discusses indigenous issues related to economic and social development, culture, the environment, education, health and human rights.

For more information check out http://www.un.org//esa/socdev/unpfii/index.html

During this Forum, there was conversation around the two articles - 3 and 32 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which guarantee indigenous peoples’ full and effective participation in development processes, including thorough consultation in the establishment of development programmes and policies.

The Forum organized may parallel events.  One of the events addressed the availability of the UN Funds for Indigenous programmes.  Access http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/en/funds.html for more information on various funds.

During the parallel event, we were informed of the following Funds:

· United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations awards grants to representatives of indigenous peoples' organizations to travel and participate in the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.  The Fund is administered by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.  The OHCHR website provides all of the relevant information, including application forms.
· The Trust Fund for the Second Decade of the World's Indigenous Peoples was established to promote, support and implement the objectives of the Decade.  It is mainly intended for small grants projects with a budget for up to 10,000 US$ covering one year’s expenses.  Click here to read more about the fund 
· Indigenous Fellowship Programme aims to give indigenous peoples the opportunity to gain knowledge on the UN system and mechanisms dealing with human rights in general and indigenous issues in particular so they can assist their organizations and communities in protecting and promoting the rights of their people.
The IFP is accessible in four different languages: English, French, Spanish and Russian.  The programme - in its four linguistic versions - is held annually.  Each language version has developed slightly differently and generally runs from 2 to 4 months.  The selected candidates are entitled to a return flight ticket, living expenses and health insurance.  For additional information check out this website http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/indigenous/fellowship.htm

Invitation to IPA! A concern was raised during this event that Indigenous Peoples from some parts of the world, do not avail of the opportunity of accessing these UN funds and programme.

[Submitted by Sr. Fatima Rodrigues]


	First Profession in Bhopal, India

	On the anniversary of the death of Nano Nagle the Sisters in Bhopal, India, rejoice with Sisters Medona, Suiitha and Josv as they make their First Profession as Presentation Sisters.
The dawn of the 26th April 2010 brought in sunshine of blessings upon the Presentation family in the Indian Unit, in Bhopal, as we prepared ourselves for the first profession of three young women, Josy, Sujitha and Medona.  We were delighted to have Srs. Rajapushpam the Unit Leader, Elvira and Chandra from the SW and SE Circles to grace this auspicious day.
The Morning prayer began on the cool lawn in the center of our home.  The three sisters were brought into the holy place prepared in a bridal procession.  It was richly woven with rituals purification, `of being sent off on a mission’, and of blessings.  All present blessed the saris that they will wear as a sign of renunciation and it was gifted to them by Sr. Rajapushpam.

The Eucharistic celebration began at 4p.m.  The main celebrant was Emeritus Archbishop, Dr. Paschal Topno. `O God that I may be a channel of your Life Giving Grace’ was the theme of the day.  The three young women led the Entrance Procession, carrying with them colors depicted in their logo, of a woman carrying the Lantern in the darkness.  These colors of nature green, brown, orange were connected to the vows they will profess.  Sr. Pushpam connected blue to the wholeness of blessings on the three sisters by the entire congregation and the Presentation family.  These colors were then woven around the Indian Lamp while prayers were offered for their parents, relatives, companions, friends, congregation and the entire Presentation family.

The Mass was in both in Hindi and English for all to understand.  The Bishop gave a heart warming homily on being Light and being Salt in the needy world of ours today.  The Act of Profession was a solemn moment for the Presentation sisters.  After professing the vows the three young sisters were given a lit diya (earthen lamp) by the Archbishop.  With lighted lanterns the newly professed sisters sang their song of surrender to God.  The Presentation Sisters joined them to proclaim aloud C14 and C!5 from our Constitutions.
The offertory gifts were the vows paper and bread and wine.  The entire Congregation and the Universe were remembered at offertory.  The newly professed performed an act of Arathi during doxology as Christu bhaktas (Devotees of Christ).  Our community had invited all the parishioners from our Parish. It was a great joy to see them come and participate in the Eucharist.  The courtyard was filled with women, children and men.

The newly professed sisters thanked everyone for their presence on this occasion creatively through a gesture of pouring out of various colors into a glass bowl.

All through the Eucharist our novices, CB novices and Pillar Scholastics sang the hymns melodiously. We are deeply grateful to them for making the day a memorable one for the newly professed sisters.

The photo sessions took place after the Eucharist.  While the happy notes of felicitation pealed in the courtyard, Srs. Pushpam, Elvira and Chandra showered petals upon the newly professed and garlanded them.  They were then invited to push forward the pot of rice as a sign of their entrance into new life. Thereafter the atmosphere bustled with peoples’ greetings and refreshments were served
The whole place looked fresh, bright, creative and green with decorations hanging all over.  It looked beautiful to see the tender leaves of coconut and dry wheat hanging from above.  The rangoli, mud lamps and pots added color and festivity to the surroundings.

When most of our guests left, we broke into a community adivasi dance.  The feeling of festivity lasted till the end of the day.  We are grateful to Nano on her death anniversary for her blessings upon us all. We felt her spirit with us throughout this auspicious day.



	Celebration of Fifty-Four Years of Service in Arizona

	Presentation Sisters from Crosshaven, County Cork, came to this small mining town. Holy Angels School was opened in 1956. The celebration of 54 years of service was tinged with sadness as the occasion also marked the withdrawal of the Sisters.
Our Globe community was filled with excitement as we welcomed our sisters from Arizona, California, and Texas for the celebration of fifty-four years of service in Holy Angles School and Parish.  It was also tinged with sadness because the celebration was also to mark the withdrawing of the Presentation Sisters from this area. 

The entire evening was organized and hosted by our eighth grade teacher, Mrs. Lorraine Reves, who has a tremendous love for Nano and the Presentation Sisters.  The event began in church where Liturgy was celebrated by our Pastor, Fr. Rudy Rosales, who thanked the Sisters for their dedication to the School and Parish.

We drove out to the Apache Gold Hall, where Lorraine, welcomed us and thanked everyone who helped her to make the event possible.  She then introduced each sister, told the number of years she was here, and the ministry she served in.

This was followed by the eighth grade students presentation on the Life of Nano Nagle, which was carried out with dignity, respect and a sincere love for the spirit she embodied.  They even used Lanterns, which have become Nano’s trademark.  They also entertained us with a slide show of Holy Angels School spotlighting the many sisters who served here in the history of school.  We all enjoyed seeing the smiling faces especially of those who were unable to be with us.  Lorraine, then presented Sr. Antonio with a gift for the Retirement Fund, and Antonio responded with sincere gratitude and appreciation for the support and love given to the Presentation Sisters throughout their years in Globe. 

This was followed by a delicious meal, music, singing, some dancing, and lots of communication, mingling and renewing of old friends and making of some new ones.

All returned home where we enjoyed more camaraderie, stories and experiences.   We woke up Sunday morning to the delicious smell of rashers, sausages etc. which was cooked by the Lorraine and her team of five eight grade parents!  After a fine breakfast/brunch many of the sisters left us for the long trip home.

We ask God to bless all who helped with this event and we are grateful to all the sisters who were able to join us. 

[Submitted by Srs. Consilio and Maureen] 




	2010 Assembly of Zambian Vice Province

	From the 14th to 18th of April twenty-five Presentation Sisters gathered for the annual assembly in Lusaka, Zambia. This year is an extra special time as they are celebrating 40 years of Presentation Presence in Zambia.
The theme of our Gathering was Reconciliation and Intercultural Living.  Sr. Niki Angel, a Maryknoll Sister, facilitated our time together.  Niki embodies the reality of intercultural living in her family or origin.  Her mother was of Latin American/African origin and her father was from India.  She grew up in Latin America and Europe (Holland) and joined the Sisters in America.  She has lived and worked in Asia, Europe, Africa and America.

Using Eric Berne’s Transactional Analysis approach, Nike helped us to grow in awareness of when we were “acting out” of the Parent, Adult or Child space.  Most of us were constantly surprised to discover how often the Parent and Child were active in our interactions when we thought we were being very Adult!

Niki helped us to grow in awareness of the different nurturing practices which have influenced and shaped us into being Irish, Indian, African, American or New Zealander.  Her ‘mantra’, “You are doing the best you can do”, gave us consolation and the push to do better.

At our gathering we also took time to remember the Sisters who have gone before us.  In a special way we celebrated the lives of two Sisters who served for many years in Zambia and who died recently: Srs. Rosario Walsh and Gertrude McCarney.  The many other Sisters who spent time in Zambia were also remembered in this our special year of celebration.

[Submitted by Sr. Una Harman]




	Come and Celebrate with Us

	Sr. Ena Kelleher and Sr. Annatollia responded to this invitation to join in the Golden Jubilee celebrations in the Philippines. Sr. Ena writes this account.
This was the invitation from our Sisters in the Philippines as they planned their Golden Jubilee.  The first four Sisters came from Kilkenny community and arrived in Himanaylan City, Negros Occidental on the 19th February 1960.  Among them was Sr Annunciate Hayes who spent some years here with us in Zimbabwe.

Annatollia and myself set off from Harare Airport via Johannesburg, Doha, Manila on the 7th February arriving in Bacolod City on the 8th to be met by Srs Fidelis and Teresita.  We stayed at Scala Retreat Centre run by the Sisters.  Srs Mary Casey, Nora McCarthy arrived on the 10th and we travelled with them to Himamaylan.  Annatollia was very happy to meet the three novices who will be her companions.  The bonding with Cynthia, July and Marylene didn’t take long!  Some of us had the week-end to get acclimatised while others worked hard for the celebrations that were to take place in the coming week.  We soon got used to the ‘jeepneys’ our mode of transport to and from Church, market or city.

The celebrations opened with exhibits of the Sisters and Co-workers ministries.  Opening Mass was followed by a parade through the city.  For those of us less able for the heat, a bus was provided.  After refreshments we were entertained by the students to a beautiful display of traditional dance and mime on the history of the founding sisters.

The second day we had a para-litury to unveil the plaque that was erected outside the Vallota’s family home.  The Vallota family moved out of their home from February to December to allow the sisters to stay in their dwelling while their convent was being built.  Great generosity indeed and it was fitting that it would be recognised and remembered in this manner.
Wednesday – mid week was an exposure day.  Annatollia went to see the rural mission where Sr Aquila works with farmers.  This involved a bus journey, long walk and climb.  I opted for nearer home and visited the prisoners in the City – a very, very sad sight indeed and it was more a holding place as the prisoners were waiting for their cases to be tried.  My heart went out to one woman who had a six month old baby when she came to the holding site.  Later I learned from the sister she was being held for trafficking her own daughter - poverty, the root cause.

The Sisters in Victoria, Australia run a project with the Sisters in the Philippines whereby they help the families of children they pay school fees for.  The sisters choose the most deserving girls and the parents must also make efforts to improve their lives.  One family we visited had a roofing project going – roofing something similar to our thatching.  Another family got help to improve their dwelling.  It was a very interesting scheme but I would have had to be there longer to really see how it works. Binalbagan College presented a wonderful drama on the History of the Philippine Foundation.  On the Foundation day – February 19th we had a closing Eucharist Celebration followed by a beautiful meal in the local Gym.  I returned that evening to Scala as I was flying out the next day.  At present there are 17 Sisters in 5 communities.

Annatollia will start her Novitiate in May.  The Leadership team, together with the Novitiate team, planned a four month community and enculturation experience for Annatollia before she begins her Novitiate.

[Submitted by Sr Ena Kelleher]




	Nano Nagle Inter-School Debate

	On 26th April 2010, the anniversary of the death of Nano Nagle, the topic for debate by students from 12 schools gathered in Delhi-6 was 'Gender Equality doesn’t come from Parliamentary seats’.
12th Nano Nagle Inter-School debate

The 12th Nano Nagle inter-school debate was held on the 26th April 2010 in the school hall.  The debate is held every year to commemorate the death anniversary of the foundress Nano Nagle whose dream was educating the poor and the under privileged.  The day’s programme was marked with the lighting of the lamp and a dance presentation invoking God’s blessings.

The topic for the debate was, ‘Gender Equality doesn’t come from Parliamentary seats’.  Twelve schools participate in this great event and it was a great success with students participating with great fervor.  The topic emphasized that women are not merely housewives or mothers, they have a greater role to play in society, even in the field of decision making.  Discrimination needs to be put to rest and women need to empower themselves to greater levels and prove their credibility.
The chief guest for the occasion was Professor Acharya who congratulated the students for their excellent debating skills and encouraged them to be the women of substance and make a place for themselves in the society by gaining the best out the education that has been imparted to them.

[Submitted by Sr. Molly]




	Earthday Celebration in India

	Since its inception in 1970 Earth Day has inspired many to examine critically how we exploit our natural resources.
2nd April 2010 was Earth Day - a day to inspire awareness and appreciation for the earth’s environment.  Since 1970 Earth Day has activated individuals and organizations annually to strengthen the collective fight against man’s exploitive relationship with the planet.  The Earth Day 2010 campaign aims to combat climate change by driving substantive behavioral change and channelize quantifiable action to reduce the levels of carbon emissions.  Thus it was a proud moment for Presentation Convent Senior Secondary School; an I.S.O Certified school for Environmental Management System (also declared the lead school by Ministry of Environment in the North zone) to be chosen as a venue and to co-host a debate competition along with the Environment Department of Delhi Government and the organizing committee of Commonwealth Games 2010.  The topic of the debate was ‘Green Commonwealth Games’ in keeping with the ecological code for the games which has outlined targets set by the organisers to cut down carbon emissions during the forthcoming multinational multisport event.  Twenty schools from Delhi participated to lock horns on the given topic.
The program began with the lighting of the auspicious lamp by the school principal, Sr. Regi, who also declared the debate open.  It was a heart-warming revelation for the audience to know that the school children were so aware about the current environmental issues.  In this way the young minds also contributed towards the implementation of the green code in their own inimitable way.  Their eloquence made the task of the jury very difficult.  Finally when the results were announced it was a red letter day for Presentation Convent Delhi-6.  Both the speakers For and Against - Snigdha Hasija and Ayushi Yadav - made their alma mater proud by bagging the first and consolation prize respectively.  They received a handsome amount and a certificate each, from the Chief Minister of Delhi Ms. Sheila Dixit. The school choir along with Mr Sylvester, the music teacher who played the casio, sang a melodious song ‘Prakriti Vandana’ invoking God’s blessings.  They mesmerised the audience and the spell-bound Chief Minister was highly impressed with their rendition.  She asked the Secretary, Environment of Delhi, to get the song recorded in a studio and later broadcast on FM channels to create awareness amongst the public.
[Submitted by Sr. Molly]


	2010 Year of Biodiversity

	Welcome to the International Year of Biodiversity 

The United Nations declared 2010 to be the International Year of Biodiversity - a celebration of life on earth and of the value of biodiversity for our lives.

Each of us is an integral part of nature;  our fate is tightly linked with biodiversity, the huge variety of other animals and plants, the places they live and their surrounding environments, all over the world. 

We rely on this diversity of life to provide us with food, fuel, medicine and other essentials we cannot live without.  However, this rich diversity is being lost at a greatly accelerated rate because of human activities.  This impoverishes us all and weakens the ability of the living systems, on which we depend, to resist growing threats such as climate change.
Across the world people are working to safeguard this irreplaceable natural wealth and reduce biodiversity loss.  This is vital for current and future human wellbeing.  Each of us needs to do more.  Now is the time to act.

This year is a unique opportunity for each of us to increase our understanding of the vital role that biodiversity plays in sustaining life on Earth.  Let us not waste this opportunity.




	Spirituality of Stewardship

	This was the theme of the Assembly which took place from 11 - 13 December 2009 in the Vice Province of Zimbabwe. This article gives us an insight into the proceedings.
VICE PROVINCE ASSEMBLY

Spirituality of Stewardship was a fitting theme for the VICE PROVINCE ASSEMBLY held 11th - 13th December, 2009 in Wadzanai Training Centre.  The facilitator was Sr Veronica Brand RSHM.  Some of the highlights of the assembly are discussed below.  The assembly opened with the invaluable discussion with Dr. Coots on health matters.  We learned a lot from our ancestors through the reflection on proverbs and wise sayings that had a lot of wisdom regarding the theme.
Using the scriptures, Veronica guided us through the loses and gains that are associated with stewardship.  We met 5 women from the gospels who experienced loss and gain, (the Samaritan woman, the ten virgins, woman with the yeast, woman with perfume, and the woman with two coins). This led us into the space where we shared our personal and Vice Province loses and gains.  It was very informing to reflect on the parables of gratitude and the parables of accountability.  Sr Veronica also skilfully led us through the differences between the Commodity Economy and the Gift Economy.  The reflection on the concept of POWER OVER CREATION as opposed to LIVING IN RELATIONSHIP WITH was done through the aid of slides.

At this gathering we also launched the ‘Sustainable Living Programme’ which is one of the ways in which we are addressing the IPA Global Issue.  In solidarity with our brothers and sisters worldwide seeking real deal from the Copenhagen Conference, on the night of 12th December, we held a candle gathering, ‘Candle Power for a Just World’.

I am sure those who were present will all agree with me that the account of the 2009 Assembly will not be complete without reference to the social night where we witnessed the richness of the giftedness and creativity in our midst, from the youngest right through to the oldest.  It was a night where we had great laughter and enjoyed each other’s company. It was wonderful indeed to be in union.

In our effort to address the IPA Global Issue as a Vice Province we committed ourselves to the study and reflection of the Sustainable Living Programme and adoption of a way of life accordingly.  The clusters met and put some structures to this exercise.  From the meetings in the two clusters, one could feel a lot of enthusiasm among us.  The Harare cluster had their first meeting on 24th March and the Marondera Cluster will be having their first meeting on 1st May.

As we respond to the cry of the Earth, the cry of the poor, may God sustain our enthusiasm, excitement and commitment to this undertaking that we may walk together in this sustainable journey.




	Changing Boundaries: Spirituality and Education

	A conference is being held from 22nd - 23rd June at Dublin City University to consider the role of education in promoting the spiritual wellbeing of children, young people and adults in an EU and international context.
This conference will consider the academic study of spirituality and the way in which personal, cultural and societal identities and affiliations interact with educational provision, full human development and the curriculum.  The economic downturn has touched everyone. However, children and young people and their local communities from which they come are among those groups in society which may suffer disproportionately.  Where children and young people’s spirituality and wellbeing are concerned, the costs of recession are diverse and complex.  In the face of reduced revenue and increased need, governments are forced to make difficult decisions about funding to all educational settings.  Teachers are expected to maintain the spiritual wellbeing of their students within this tight economic context.  It is proposed that this conference will provide an opportunity for teachers, academics, parents, chaplains, guidance counsellors and policy makers to consider the evolving discourse on spirituality and education within an EU and international context.

For centuries, spirituality in Ireland (North and South) has been synonymous with religion.  While this situation reflected the largely homogenous Christian faith of the population of the island of Ireland, it seems that many individuals are now considering spirituality as a more fundamental aspect of the human condition and as such are not choosing to always express it through the established churches in Ireland.

Consequently, considering the emergence of a post-Good Friday Agreement generation and the increasing secularisation of society both North and South, it is time for us to consider the traditional role of education in promoting the concepts of spirituality and religion as one. Thus we call this conference “Changing Boundaries”.

Who is this conference for?

This conference will be of interest to academics, teachers, parents, school administrators, and youth workers, as well as those who work in pastoral ministry and faith development with children and young people.


	Ecumenical Social Justice Conference Gore, New Zealand

	Sr. Veronica Casey gives an account of the Ecumenical Social Justice Conference held in Gore, New Zealand, on 13 February 2010.
On February 13, 2010, a unique gathering of around 70 people met in Gore for an Ecumenical Social Justice Conference.  Participants from the Catholic, Anglican, Presbyterian, Methodist and Quaker churches travelled from Dunedin, Milton, Alexandra, Cromwell, Wanaka, Queenstown, Gore, Riversdale, Balfour, Mataura and Invercargill to share their stories of the many ways they are committed to social justice in their Otago and Southland communities.

What was extremely pleasing was to see and hear from two Catholic Secondary schools about how they get involved in justice issues.  Six senior students from Kavanagh College travelled on the bus with most of the Dunedin group and shared the day with us - a great commitment considering the day started with a 7.30am pick up and we didn’t get back till just on 8pm, and it was a Saturday!  St Peter’s College from Gore also had some representatives present for part of the day.

Among the participants was a group of Presentation Sisters and Associates, one of whom, Katie O’Connor, co-facilitated the day.  During the day we heard from various speakers re their areas of interest.  Three of the speakers were Presentation Associates.  Fr Pat McGettigan shared how he established a Farmers Market in Alexandra.  The funds raised from the Farmers Market go to assist the local Food Bank.  Father Pat has engaged the local people to grow vegetables for the market and all the fruit is donated.  A very popular product is Father Pat’s famous apple and apricot crumble which he sells in individual servings.  Father Pat began making these crumbles for the Gore Justice group and is now renowned for them.

Another Associate, Jan Adams, spoke about the Gore justice group and what that group did to raise justice issues.  Sr Noreen is fully involved in the group and through her association with them that Jan and her husband Howard have become Associates.

Sr Veronica Casey, pbvm, Prison Chaplain, spoke on the justice system and current increasingly punitive policies that are being implemented.

The keynote speakers were from Caritas and they spoke on the role of Caritas domestically and internationally.

During the lunch break another friend of Nano set up a stall selling goods from Peru which come to New Zealand from a women’s collective which was established through the Presentation Sisters working with the women.



	The Dignity of Labour

	Mr. Abid Rehmat, a teacher in Presentation Convent High School, Jhelum, teaches students about the dignity of labour.
All work is noble.  Some jobs are dirty or badly paid, but someone has to do them.  It is important to show respect to all people, no matter what work they do, as each one’s job has dignity.  The dignity of a worker is in doing his job faithfully, honestly and diligently.  All religions stress the dignity of labour. Ancient prophets worked for their living.

We know that every job has its importance and value.  It is a tragedy of our society that we don’t recognize this fact.  We salute rich people.  Why do we ignore those in low–paid positions and discriminate against them?  In reality these are the builders of the nation who work day and night for the betterment of their country.

It is well said that if we want to be respected we should respect others and if we want to be loved we should love others without making distinctions, because we are all human beings and we are all equal.
[Submitted by Sr. Bridie Walsh]


	G20 Transparency Petition

	Research shows that developing countries are losing $1 trillion every year due to crime, government corruption, and tax evasion.
Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social services.

- Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Research shows that developing countries are losing $1 trillion every year due to crime, government corruption, and tax evasion.  These illicit monetary outflows are roughly ten times the amount of aid money going into developing countries for poverty alleviation and economic development.

The loss of money from poor economies that would otherwise go to provide health services, infrastructure, and other critical needs exacerbates poverty and leads to the deaths of millions of people.  The annual loss of hundreds of billions of dollars from the world’s poorest and most vulnerable economies constitutes one of the most pressing human rights issues of the new decade.

The key to tackling this problem is transparency in the global financial system.  The most effective deterrent to criminals, corrupt officials, and tax evaders is to create a global financial system where illicit money cannot hide.

When the world’s 20 largest economies – the G20 – meet in Toronto on June 26th - 27th 2010 they will have an unprecedented opportunity to institute changes to create a transparent global financial system that is open, accountable, fair and beneficial for all.
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