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Presentation Generalate
Main Street
Monasterevin

Co. Kildare

Christmas 2008

Dear Friends of Nano,

It is in remembering the story that life has megnihis in
remembering the story relationships are strengthemaw
fire is kindled, new dreams are birthed and we cdoe
know who we are.

We are grateful to Sr. Anthony Moloney, a womarvigfon, foresight, courage and
commitment who followed the dream to acquire Bailyip, our ancestral land
"Buy for yourself my field in Anathoth, since you, as nearest relative, have the
first right of purchase." Jer. 32:7. Her deep love for Nano led her witigle
hearted commitment to face every obstacle. Becaliker hard work we now have
this hallowed land of Ballygriffin and what it offe today to hundreds of people
across the globe - hospitality, heritage, spirituaind ecology

Ballygriffin stands as a living legacy from thetlgt girl who grew up here and spread
her wings across the globe in service of the paofEsrough the ages...not armies
or nations have advanced the race; but here and the, in the course of ages, an
individual has stood up and cast her/his shadow oweghe world.” (E.H. Chapin)
Nano was such a one.

These pages reveal not only the story of Ballygrifut also the process by which
Sr. Anthony acquired this heritage for us. Itnspiring, inviting and challenging as
it touches into our roots.

May this sharing of her memoirs kindle within ug spark of that Original Fire that
lit the world, set the planets in their orbit, bgbti forth the earth and loved us into
being. Like Nano may this story call us forth tothe spark that lights other sparks.

Blessings of Nano be with you,

Congregational Leadership Team



PREFACE

The story of Ballygriffin needs to be seen in the eahbf the story of the Presentation Union. The
preparation for Union which began in 1972 could be classed ‘@lzstacle Race” in the same way
as the acquiring of Ballygriffin. Both are very humdares. It is good to remember that the
effects of the Second Vatican Council were only takingpe in the religious life. The Presentation
Groups were barely getting to know one another and theatdear of the demands that Union
would entail went side by side with the sense of adverthat it stirred. It was no wonder that the
qguestion of buying Ballygriffin was seen as a distractimat could well be done without at that
momentous time. The fact that both events were eghlgthin four years marked a mammoth

achievement in the history of the Congregation.

Ballygriffin 1974

Ballygriffin, 2008




THE BALLYGRIFFIN STORY
(from 1972 to 2008)

As a result of many requests regarding the acquisitidheolbirthplace of our holy foundress, Nano
Nagle, | finally made the effort to put in writing 'TB&ory of Ballygriffin' as | know it. This meant
going to the Archives, Diaries, Annals, consulting andttoiga with the people involved and
jogging my own memory as to what took place between 1971 and 1974.

Long before 1971, as far back as the 1940's, my then Mistféésvices, Mother Teresa Barry, a

native of Glanworth, a few miles from Ballygriffimstilled into me a special love for Nano and,

during recreation we often talked about Ballygriffin andd<tllen. From then on it was my great

desire to see these places which were so much padraf'®Nearly childhood. That opportunity did

not come until the Cloyne Diocesan Amalgamation ofRhesentation Sisters, 6th February, 1971,
in the wake of the Second Vatican Council with its bagis on revisiting the charism of the

Foundress.

Fr. Tom McSweeney, D.D. (St. Colman's College, Fe)nmaygl been appointed by the then Bishop
of Cloyne, Most Rev. Dr. J.J. Ahern, as director ef Bresentation Sisters of Cloyne in their work
towards Diocesan Amalgamation. Fr. McSweeney, himaklfiys had a great veneration for Nano
Nagle and insisted that the newly-elected General LehgeTeam would visit the site of Nano's

home in Ballygriffin the following 26th April of that yedi©971 - which we did to my great delight.

In the afternoon of that day, Sr. Sheila Mary Ryanuygtwml), Sr. Colman Fox (Doneraile), Sr.

Margaret Mary Moloney (Fermoy) and I, together withTBm McSweeney and Fr.Wrixan, C.C.

Doneraile met at the site of Nano's home at 4.00 prmAisela Cooper, Mitchelstown, also a

member of the Cloyne Diocesan Leadership Team, was uttabé&epresent due to illness. Walking

through the fields and down to the river, Blackwater,wege truly captivated by the scenery and
the atmosphere of peace and tranquillity which prevailéere was little to be seen by way of
buildings apart from the old coach house and a littleireutsf what was thought to be the Nagle
homestead. We knelt and prayed at this hallowed spot krotine heighbours as 'Nano's Hollow'

where the local children used to play during the 1950's vihdemore mature young lads played
hurling in the lower field, known as ‘The Inch’. We caaway convinced that this place was holy
ground and belonged to all Presentation Sisters and that effort should be made to acquire it!

Srs. M. Anthony Moloney, Margaret Mary Moloney,
Mary of the Sacred Heart Ryan and M. Colman Fox|




This was the 26th April, 1971. Between then and the 26th ,Ap®ir4, when we did actually
acquire it, many a bridge had to be crossed. There semeral ups and downs, many arguments
for and against, before the final decision was made. lWoan all be seen as part of God's Plan, as
God's will for us, to quote Cardinal Newman, 'God's presentaliscerned at the time when it is
upon us, but afterwards when we look back on what is gadeoser', and as Nano herself, a
woman of hope, puts it, 'Divine providence does everythinghbest'.

The following October 6th, 1971, at the request of Motherisiit Ryan (Kildare & Leighlin), Sr.
Joan Brosnan (Drogheda) and | accompanied her to Romee 34. Thaddea Kelly (a Presentation
Sister from San Francisco) held a high office at Saered Congregation for Religious. She
arranged for us to attend 'The International Conferehdéajor Superiors' which happened to be in
session at that time in the Vatican. Fr. Paul Molirad. and Fr. James Walsh S.J. were the
principal speakers at this conference, their theme b€y Spirituality of the Apostolic Religious
Life'. We were very impressed by the Talks which inspBedJoan to invite Fr. James Walsh to
come to Ireland and address her recently amalgamatentsSigtDrogheda and Portadown on this
topic.

During this time in Rome, Sr. Joan and | often talkeel llato the night as we were sharing a room.
We were fairly young at the time, in our late fortiasd full of ideas and enthusiasm! We were
already discussing the possibility of a National UnioPodsentation Sisters even though our own
Diocesan Amalgamations were less than a year in egstdt was round this time, in the late
1960s, that some very lively meetings were held on theesulgf National Amalgamation/
Federation; meetings took place at the Presentation @tsyv&uam, Limerick and South
Presentation, Cork. This last meeting was facilitddbgdother Thaddea Kelly and Sr. de Sales
Gleeson, South Presentation Convent. Joan ana ltallsed about the possibility of acquiring
Ballygriffin and, to my great joy, Joan was fully in éaw. Not only did she give the idea moral
support but her Congregation gave much financial help as well

As many of you know, Sr. Joan lost no time, afterJames Walsh's visit to Drogheda, April, 1972,
getting in touch with all Presentation Sisters in tbantry and inviting them to a Seminar which
was duly held in July of that year at Greenhills, Dralgheln preparation for this Seminar, a
meeting was held at South Presentation Convent on 6yh M&?2, to draw up a programme and
organise speakers. It was at this meeting that, being €tmyne, | was asked to negotiate the
possible purchase of the thirty-three acre Nagle farmBaitygriffin which, of course, | gladly
agreed to do. | was also asked to prepare a talk on ‘&gke ICountry' for the seminar which | did
with the aid of slides, with special emphasis on Nahothplace, expressing my desire that this
property would be ours someday! In hindsight, it is obviausé that this seminar helped to sow
the seed, not only of the ‘Union of Presentation 85taut also of the purchase of Ballygriffin, in
the minds of this large gathering of Presentation Siftens all over the country. However it took
many more meetings to sell the idea, but a little buildewards it was taking place!

Maybe by now, 2008, we have begun to take 'Union' for granteeteTwere many fears and
anxieties to contend with. The pros and cons of Uniorevdgscussed ad nauseam. There were
frequent meetings of the Central Co-ordinating Committelgetter known as the 'CCC' which
consisted of the Superiors General of the various Ba@tegroups. As you would expect,
‘Ballygriffin’ was never a big issue at these Meetingspamed with the serious business of Union.
It was usually the last item on the Agenda, if it wenelte Agenda at all! By the time we came to
it, the Sisters were putting on their coats getting ydadthe train home! Before proposing the idea
to the CCC, | did some research work regarding the owrtbegiroperty and the price of land. The
Presentation Sisters in Doneraile were most helpfuyiving background information on the
families and the area surrounding Killavullen and Balffigr as were the Daly family in the
village. Paddy and Norma Walsh, Larry Luddy and many othere very helpful too as time went



on. On September 1st, 1972, Sr. Margaret Mary Moloney, r@e8ecretary of the Cloyne group,
and a great lover of Nano, and myself visited John Crdhen,owner of the thirty-three acres in
Ballygriffin. We had a very satisfactory discussion wlthhn. He lived and still lives in Carrigoon,
near Mallow town. His wife is a past-pupil of South Pidaving expressed our desire to acquire
his land of thirty-three acres, John was very sympatlaetit understanding as to why we should
want to acquire this land, it being the home area ofFoundress Nano. Also by selling the land, he
could buy other land more convenient to his own home.

Central Co-ordinating Committee (CCC)

1972 — 1976
Front row from left: Sr. M. Clement (Tuam); Sr. M.
Columba (Limerick);
Sr. M. de Sales (Cork); Sr. M. Joseph (Rahan); Sr.
Josephine (Bailieboro);

Middle Row: Sr. M. Augustine (Matlock); Sr. M. Joar
(Armagh); Sr. M. Gertrude (K&L); Sr. M. Aquinas
(Kerry); Sr. M. Anthony (Cloyne); Sr. M. Francis

(Waterford);
Back Row: Sr. M. Catherine (Galway); Sr. M. de
Lourdes (Wexford);
Sr. M. Gertrude (Mullingar); Sr. M. Columba (Ossory);
Sr. M. Catherine (Buxton);
Sr. Margaret Mary (Cashel and Emly); Inset: Sr. Eile
Honan (Limerick)
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The proposal to purchase the land was again made at wmeating of the CCC and everything
explained about our discussion with John Cronin who easlyrto sell when we were ready to
buy'. Those present at the meeting were very sceptmadlering where the money was going to
come from as the price of land had begun to soar ih9FA8's. However, some gave their consent
in a half-hearted way, others thought it a waste of mowakile others again had no opinion - in
short the 'Opinion Poll' wasn't very favourable!. A& tlext meeting of the CCC the majority agreed
to go ahead and negotiate still further with John Cronihut the transaction in the hands of a
Solicitor. But | would like at this point to emphastbat each of the Chairpersons of the CCC - Sr.
Gertrude Connolly, Sr. Brendan (Catherine) Cronin andiatieeSr. Eileen Honan - was very
supportive all the way and that meant a tremendous lot.

Having got the green light from the CCC, Sr. MargaretyMdploney and myself made further
visits to John Cronin to confirm our interest in the pasghof the land, and placed the transaction
in the hands of Mr. Dermot O'Meara, Solicitor, MalloNot having a penny to our name, the next
major problem was to find a way to raise money from £30t60£40,000 to cover all costs. The
idea of appealing to all Presentation Convents for funde ¢armind straight away. Hence on 14th
November, 1972, | sent a Circular letter to each PrasentConvent in the world, explaining our
desire to purchase the Birthplace of Nano Nagle.

“We must think the Almighty permits
everything for the best. You'll see with His
assistance everything promises well.”

Letter 4




Presentation Convent,
Midleton,

Co. Cork

Ireland

14" November, 1972

Dear Mother,

This is a circular letter of a special kind; it dealdwvgomething very intimately connected
with the Presentation Congregation - the purchaseedbitthplace of our Foundress, Nano Nagle.

Several Presentation Sisters from various partseofvibrld - America, Australia, India,
Africa as well as England and Ireland have often erduabout Ballygriffin, in fact have shown
great disappointment, that here in Ireland, we haveotmiong neglected this hallowed spot.
Ballygriffin, being in the Diocese of Cloyne, | have besked to undertake this project. | know it
is a big and responsible undertaking, and | do not warg tixédthe man in the Gospel who began
to build and was not able to finish! However, | am reiadgo it for the sake of the entire
Congregation - never venture, never win!

The situation today is as follows. Of the original 3tBea of the Nagle Estate, 34 acres
including the site and foundations of the Nagle Home aneindhe possession of a Mr. John
Cronin. He is willing to sell this property (34 acres) irdot only; it would be unprofitable and
even impossible for him to sell a smaller portion. Hee&ly to sell when we are ready to buy. This
would seem to be our last opportunity of acquiring this dueato the continuous rise in the cost of
land and also to Ireland's entry into the E.E.C. Ladady in Ireland is costing anything from £500 -
£1,000 per acre. A further £40,080least, would be needed to erect a suitable buildingyokiad.

Of course there is the possibility of re-selling soméhefland to the local farmerstifey are
interested.

The question has arisen as to what use would be malis pfoperty. Several suggestions
have been put forward - House of Prayer; Retreat CeBtteol for the Handicapped; and, above
all, a Nagle House to which all Presentation Sister®me and abroad would be welcomed with a
Céad Mile Failte.

As you have partly guessed by ndie object of this letter is to let you know of our
intention to buy the land and to appeal for funds. | kyow have many financial commitments
already. However, the possibility and future succeskistundertaking depend very much on your
support. | do feel that if Ballygriffin is to be acquiredthe Presentation Sisters, now is the time! .

May | take this opportunity to wish you all a very happysergation Day. May Our Lady
guide us in this venture that what we do now may behfogtory of her Divine Son and the good
of the Congregation.

With every good wish,

Yours very sincerely in Christ,

It's all in the power of the Almighty; we don’t knowhat is best for us and so ought to pe
resigned to the divine Will.

- Letter 7




The first replies came from Mother Gabriel Hogan and_8cy Briggs, Australia, expressing their
delight at the prospect of this purchase. This was asaiiigreat hope and encouragement. Other
letters from Australia followed during 1973 as well as lstfesm Newfoundland, North America,
Watervliet, Tasmania, New Zealand, England and Irelaxdtleir missions. Every convent gave
what it could and contributions, big and small, gradualiyvéld in and were always more than
welcome. However the required sum was only very sldwiiding up. The CCC were beginning to
have doubts about continuing with the purchase. At ondefCCC Meetings | was asked how
much was in the 'Kitty'. Luckily that morning a handsocteque had arrived from Drogheda-
Portadown - it saved the day! The CCC were very pleasdadnce more gave the go-ahead.

In the meantime, preparations for Union were progressemddy. Ballygriffin was only a side-
issue for all of us in the CCC including myself. Moreadggs had to be crossed. | remember at one
general meeting of Sisters at Mount St. Anne's whenethie first time, we had a very serious
discussion on Ballygriffin where one Sister after anotxpressed some strong feelings against the
purchase. Again the day was saved this time by Sr. Assudintll (Waterford) who spoke very
strongly in its favour from the historical point of vieag well as saying it offered an opportunity to
express our love and gratitude to our Foundress - Sr. Asaumagtthe last word that day! Soon
after this meeting, a Sister called to see me in Mudleand tried to persuade me against the
purchase of Ballygriffin adding, 'They are all saying you en&y, you should give it up'l In
another convent, a group of young Sisters got togethér thvd intention of writing to the CCC
asking them, in the name of God, to give up the ideavasste of money and having no future etc.
However, the letter wasn’t written. But another gralip, in fact, send a telegram to the CCC
expressing doubts about the wisdom of purchasing Ballygriffin

On April, 28th, 1973, a Meeting was held at national lewd{l@er Dei Institute, Dublin, at which
Fr. James Walsh and Fr. Molinari spoke on the importafdéormation. Over 300 Sisters were
present, including representatives from each diocesehévidlhaddea Kelly was present also.
Previous to the main meeting, the CCC had its own pries®an and it was at this session that the
CCC, with great encouragement from Mother Thaddea, aiibtsey would never regret it, finally
decided to buy Ballygriffin. A sufficient sum of monbgd now been raised through the generosity
of communities from all over the world to purchasel#imel - topped up once again by a fairly large
sum from Drogheda-Portadown - to reach beyond the esjsirm of £36,000!

To ease my mind as to the “rightness” of purchasing Ballygrifdecided to put the matter to
Bishop John Ahern (Cloyne) as Ballygriffin was in hisase. Starting an apostolate there would
require his permission. | wrote to him explaining our desinmake this purchase and asked him for
his opinion on the matter. Next day | waited in suspears® never prayed so fervently, for a
favourable reply. Being a shrewd man, he could e&siye found a reason to discourage the idea,
but to my great surprise and amazement he phoned sayingK'itthvould be a very good idea.
After all, Nano Nagle was born there and she's youndress etc.. From here on, | never minded
what anyone said, | had the full support of the CCC and th@ewBishop's strong opinion in its
favour - for me it was God's will to go ahead - "If tterd does not build the house, they labour in
vain who build it.” Now, at last, the way was reatlgared, so no time was lost in completing the
transaction with John Cronin and Mr. O'Meara, the #olicAs already stated, the purchase price,
£36,000.00 had been more than subscribed, and to take carenudribg, our Solicitor requested
that we set up a 'Nagle Trust. The CCC agreed and on 284 1973 the following were
appointed 'Trustees' - Sr. Gertrude Connolly (K&L), Sloyaius (Joan) Brosnan (Armagh), Sr.
Mary John Ryder (Matlock), Sr. Mary of the Sacred H€amam) and Sr. M. de Lourdes Connolly
(Ferns) while | was appointed Secretary. On May 24th, 1&Y3\greement of Sale' was signed in
the presence of the Cronin brothers and our SolicitorMeara. On the following day a deposit
of £3,600.00 was sent to Mr. John Cronin. The balance gfutehase money, £32,400.00 was paid
on 16th July, 1973. From here on, we could call 'Ballygtitiur own!
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A 'Better World Retreat', organised by the CCC, took plac&eunt St. Anne's, Killenard,
Portarlington, from 9th - 18th January, 1974. This Retreatopas to any Sister who wished to
come. Mother Agnes Daly, South Pres. attended angresence gave a great boost to the work
towards Union. It was during this Retreat that a group®@€ Sisters was sitting round the fire in
the conference room, discussing various topics, wheastsuggested that it was time to fix a date
for the formal take-over of our 'estate’ at BallygmifiAfter some discussion, April 26, 1974, Nano's
own day, was unanimously decided upon. When the Retreabweas while all other meetings,
Regional and otherwise, continued in our struggle for Urpoeparations were being made for the
big day in April. All Convents were notified and invitatiossnt to people involved, amongst whom
were the Cronin family from whom the land was purchasedl Fr. Tom McSweeney who was a
very important instigator and supporter of the project ana twbk many photographs on the day. It
was suggested that an Oak Tree would be planted in thggB#ilh grounds to mark the occasion.
Mother Agnes Daly, being from our Mother House, South Rtaten, was chosen to plant the
tree.

Official Take-over of Ballygriffin — 26" of April, 1974

| will now leave it to Sr. M. Columbanus O' SullivdPresentation Convent, Cashel and a native of
Cahirciveen, Co. Kerry to describe, in her own unique weayhappenings of April, 26th, 1974.

Sr. M. Columbanus’ Account of the Day:

It was not by mere accident that representativeseoPtlesentation Order from all parts of the globe
foregathered at Ballygriffin, the birthplace of theiufmress, Nano Nagle. It was the 26th April
1974, the day on which it was decided to take possessioregirtiperty from the Cronin family,
former owners.

It surely was a truly wonderful achievement for ak tRresentation Sisters and especially for
Mother M. Anthony, Mother General of the Diocese dby@e, who was the originator of the
proposed deal.

The Mother General of each diocese in the Republit,odisome dioceses overseas, together with
their Assistants, (plus a few “non-commissioned offtgrassembled at the Doneraile Convent, at
10:30 a. m. on the first lap of the journey. Here, thepitaldy dispensed by the community was
greatly appreciated after which the visitors were shovwmnesof the personal treasures of the great
Canon Sheehan.
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The party arrived at Ballygriffin at 11:15 a. m. as arrangsele in this hallowed spot, Rt. Rev.
Msgr. Ronayne, Rev. T. McSweeney and other memberkeofotal clergy, together with the
Cronin family, from whom the property was purchased, itdathe daughters of Nano Nagle.
There was the usual exchange of greetings after whicpratleeded to the site of the Nagle
homestead. In front of the coach house a symbolic lkeesypresented to Mother M. Anthony by Mr.

John Cronin. At that particular moment, the Angelus pedled forth from the nearby Killavullen
Church, and the mini-congregation sang the Regina Geafierhaps they never before sang it.

GROUP TAKEN AT BALLYGRIFFIN — APRIL 26, 1974

Kneeling

Sr. M. St. John Ryder (Matlock)

Sr. M. Anthony Molon&ldyne)

Sr. M. de Lourdes Connolly
(Wexford)

Sr. M. Columbanus O’Sullivan (Cashel

Sr. M. Aquina€@inor (Kerry)

Sr. M. Lucy Troy (K & L)

Sr. M. Camillus (Matlock)

Mons. Ronayne P.P. Mallow

r. &. of the Sacred Heart Ryan
(Cloyne)

Sr. M. Brendan (Catherine) Cronin
(Buxton)

Sr. M. De Pazzi Fin(N.Pres., Cork)

Sr. M. Columba Conway (Limerick

Sr. M. Columba O’Regan (Kilkenny)

Sr. M. Francis Wa(g¥aterford)

Sr. M. Loretto O’'Dwyer (Cashel)

Sr. Margaret Mary Guiry (Thurles

Sr. M. Colman Foxdle)

Back Row (from left)

Sr. M. Lelia MurphyN. Pres., Cork)

Sr. M. Clement Hallinan (Tuam)

Sr. M. Peter Murphy (Crosshaven)

Sr. M. of the 8adddeart Leahy
(Tuam)

Sr. M. Aloysius Brosnan
(Drogheda)

Sr. M. Goretti Morrin (Bailieboro)

Sr. M. Agnes Da$. Pres., Cork)

Sr. M. Pauline Fahy (Castleconn

ell)

Sr. M. Gertrude Connolly (Kildare and
Leighlin)

Sr. Eileen Honan (Limerick)

Fr. D. Dwyer (Mourneabbey)

The sun shone gloriously all that day, but perhaps antladded brilliance, when all stood around
the ruins of the homestead. Here were recited somg beautiful prayers composed by the
Presentation Sisters of Dubuque, U. S. A, followedheysinging of the Salve Regina. Then to the
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spot where Mother M. Agnes, South Presentation Con@ark, planted an oak tree which was
blessed by Monsignor Ronayne.

Mother Agnes Daly, South Presentation Convent plamtsak tree

And now for the stroll down the field to the beautiibckwater, immortalized in song and in
story. Every moment of time we spent at the bank efriver, the spirit of our revered foundress
was with us. Silence prevailed; the atmosphere wasgageah with the breath of the Holy Spirit to
such an extent that one thought it almost sacrilegmiseak that silence. And the desire that was
uppermost in every mind there is best expressed by the poetaid,

"But oh! for the touch of a vanished hand
And the sound of a voice that is still."

Msgr. Ronayne, speaking later at a reception in the Cetrtal, Mallow, said the Irish were at a

low ebb when Nano Nagle and others, with courage and conéde God, saw a job to be done
and went ahead and did it. Now two hundred years lateryp Niagle's successors had, in a way,
"come home" just one year before the bi-centenarpefrder's foundation. He hoped the project
undertaken would be successful and that Ballygriffin wobdda powerhouse for Presentation
Sisters throughout the world.

“...we are obliged to most of these
charities, only we must prefer the
schools to all others.”

Letter 14
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Mr. John Cronin (centre) presenting a symbolic key, on beh#ie Cronin family to Mother Anthony, at tl
birthplace of Nano Nagle, yesterday...Mr. Cronin, alssented an inscribed mahogany plaque to Rev. Mothef
Anthony, said his family wished them centuries of egsdn their work. Members of the Cronin family present

at the ceremonies were Messrs. John, Denis, Correglal®Villiam Cronin, Mrs. Sheila O'Keeffe and

Mrs. Kathleen Buckley

In the afternoon the "cavalcade" took off for Cork Céyriving there to assist at the Holy Sacrifice
of the Mass which was offered by Rev. T. J. Walsh, @utii “Nano Nagle and the Presentation
Sisters” Appropriate hymns were sung, and Father Walsh gave ateeching homily on the
Spirit of Nano NagleThe Holy Mass being ended and thanksgiving made, Rev. Kaéiinees,
South Presentation, preceded the entire group to the gfaMano Nagle, which is within the
confines of the convent grounds. Here Mother Agnes led tapgn prayer after which Mother
Anthony read the account of Nano Nagle's last daysacth &om_Nano Nagle and the Presentation
Sisters. Then Father Walsh recited a decade of the Rosary imtther-tongue for the happy
repose of all the sisters interred in the cemeteryethde also spoke briefly on the work of Nano
Nagle's co-workers, especially M. Angela Collins.

At this point, King Sol shone out in all his glory, just the Angelus Bell pealed forth once more,

not now at Ballygriffin in our Mother's homestead but at.i®. at her graveside. Once again with

full hearts and with one accord, the Regina Coeli wag 9y all. Surely Mother Nagle must have

been looking down on all those privileged to be theredhy - from the scene of her cradle days to
that of her tomb - with a heart full of joy and gradie, and yes! of just pride. May she obtain for all
her children her own spirit, so that when the hour sfaeour re-union with her, we may be able

to say we have carried out her last wishes addresgbdde at her bedside. "Spend yourselves for
the poor," and "Love one another as you have hitherto 'lone.
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After partaking of kindly hospitality at the Mother Heuef the Presentation Sisters and giving
thanks to God for his great goodness to us, the neverfrdpetten day came to a close.

South Presentation Convent

Burial Place of Nano Nagle and of the Presentation

Community

Fr. T.J. Walsh, M.A., author of ‘Nar
Nagle and the Presentation Sist

“Canon Walsh will be remembered by all Presentaticte8
as the author of ‘Nano Nagle and the PresentatioarSist
The vast research carried out by him, prior to writing thi
book, was not an academic exercise only but an expreski
his respect for, indeed his love for all aspects of this
remarkable woman'’s attributes which fascinated and
influenced him, attributes which could readily be recogphis
in himself — in his love for and respect for the dignityhe
poor. The nurturing of the souls and minds of innocent
children was uppermost in his mind always.” (Excerpt fro
the Annals of South Presentation Convent — writterhen t
occasion of his death, 2June, 1984)

m
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Interim Period, 1974 — 1980, between the purchasef o
Ballygriffin and the development of the ‘Nano NagleCentre’

The thirty-three acres were now in the possession oPthsentation Congregation. The land was
leased to the local farmers, income arising from this lvdged in the 'Nagle Trust' which had been
transferred to the Generalate at Monasterevin umgestewardship of our first General Bursar - Sr.
Magdalen Fogarty. The Local Council in Killavullen orgadisvents at the Centre especially the
Annual Outdoor Mass and have continued to do so almostyearyy basis to the present time. As
far back as May30th, 1976, after the Annual Outdoor Mass, epdke (Carnival) was held in the
field. The improvised Altar - the back of a truck richly dested with flowers by Mrs Mai Rafferty,
was later turned into a stage. For the rest of therradon we had plenty music and dancing and
singing! It was a beautiful sunny day, up to 2,000 peopletendance including Sisters from all
over the country and abroad. Little tents here ancetimethe field provided tea and cake, minerals
and ice cream. To me it was one of the most joyfappy days | ever spent. I'm sure Nano smiled
on it all!

Six Killavullen-born
priests concelebrated
Mass on May 30
1976. V. Rev.
J.O’Connor, P.P.,
Donoughmore; Rev.
M. Magner, Leeds;
Rev. C. Magner,
Wales; Rev. D
O’Connor, C.C.,
Midleton, Rev. A.
O’Connell, Mount
Melleray; Rev. L.
O’'Connell C.Ss.R. andg
Mallow-born Rt. Rev.
Monsignor D.
O’'Meara.

Sisters
at
Open-Air

Mass
in
Ballygriffin
on
May
30"1976
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PREPARATION FOR THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF BALLYGRIFFI N

In the meantime, the Union Leadership Team - Sr. Luoy @&nd her Councillors - Srs. Aquinas
O'Connor, Josephine O'Brien, Regina Gleeson and Brer{@atherine) Cronin - were all very

busygetting Union off the ground. Various Commissions weraipet Formation, Finance, etc., but
it was Sr. Catherine Cronin, who in her great love appreciation of Nano and her foresight of
future events, strongly recommended that a CommissioNano Nagle be set up and it was! Sr.
Catherine was appointed co-ordinator of the Commissitterbknown as the 'Nano Nagle Core
Group'. The first meeting of the Core Group was helamnasterevin in October 1978.

All the members of this Group were very enthusiastic @aitng ways and means of making Nano
known and revered. Special Masses were celebratedshpadshes where our Sisters worked. At
one of those Masses celebrated in St. Finbarr's Soltinch 400 Sisters were present. A 'Nano
News Letter' was put in circulation in the schoolsSammer Fayre' was held in Ballygriffin 11th
May, 1986, which proved to be a most enjoyable event - citiope of all kinds were held - Irish
Dancing, Singing, Recitations etc; an elaborate Sale ak\Whe proceeds of which went to the
Missions. Practically all Schools in the South-Wesivince contributed items.

The question of Ballygriffin often came up at the Uniomadership meetings in Monasterevin.

By 1980 thoughts were turning to the celebration of the &ité€nary of Nano's death on April 26th
1984. It was decided that the initial development of ttee ati Ballygriffin would need to be ready
for the occasion. There was much discussion and visifilgallygriffin before the first stage in the
development was decided on. From the beginning it wasgr felt and accepted that the
development would take place over a number of yearsaardance with the needs and interests
that would emerge.
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The Old Coach House 1974

Work in Progress 1983

First Section Completed May 1984

18




The old coach house was the only building on the sitethe decision was taken to start the
development with its renovation. Miss Fitzgibbon @fyB Barrett Architects was engaged to draw
up plans for this renovation plus an entrance and car phask. Fitzgibbons was very interested in
the project and had numerous meetings with Sisters Lumy, Brendan (Catherine) Cronin and the
bursar, Sister Magdalen Fogarty, on site. They strassedhey wanted to keep the character and
simplicity of the building and her reply was, "Youtaking about what my mother would call
‘elegant simplicity' and it can work out very expensiilit she was faithful to their wishes. It was
also decided to make the Nagle Gates a feature of tredogevent so they were re-hung on their
original limestone piers right beside the new centrbegmpen wide to welcome all visitors. On
Miss Fitzgibbon's retirement, Mr. Murphy-O'Connor, Arclitetook her place. The first stage of
the development was duly completed by May 1984 and becamenkamthe Nano Nagle Centre.

As part of the renovation of the site, a small flatswncluded. Sister Bernadette Murphy from
Roxboro Rd. Convent in Limerick agreed to be guardiamhefCentre and gave five years of
dedicated service there making Nano better known and keepiogem door. She became part of
the local community in Killavullen and was greatly valusdthe people. Her giftedness in music
and her 'green fingers' were a real asset to the place.

Sr. Bernadette with Paddy ¢ Norma Walsh both of whoi
were great supporters in our development of Ballygriffin.

Official Opening of the Nano Nagle Centre

What follows is an account of the official opening bé tNano Nagle Centre written in the Cork
Examiner, 28 May, 1984

Nano Nagle Centre Opened

A centre in honour of Nano Nagle was opened and blesste Bishop of Cloyne, Most Rev. Dr.
John Ahern, at her birthplace, Ballygriffin, Killavall, Co. Cork yesterday, writes Ray Ryan.

It will be used as an educational and cultural centrerevtige life and work of the Presentation
Order foundress will be promoted.
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The nuns bought the 33 acre homestead in the scenic BleckMaley 10 years ago. The house
where Nano Nagle was born in 1718 no longer exists.

A barn on the site was converted into the commemaragwtre with funds donated by
Presentation Sisters scattered across 15 countrigg ioohntinents.

Sr. Lucy Troy, the Order's Superior General, told over 2,08@ple at yesterday's ceremonies
marking the bi-centenary of Nano Nagle's death that afldtne was spent wondering what to do
with the property.

But it was eventually decided to build a centre whichulddoe an amenity in a beautiful location
where Nano Nagle was reared and grew up.

The land, hills and people around Ballygriffin had a fameaimpact on Nano's life and, hopefully,
young people and families would now come to the centre.

Sr. Lucy said everybody was familiar with the “Dallasmiage that might was right and that only
money could bring happiness.

But it was the hope of the Presentation Sistersttig@people who will come to the Nano Nagle
centre will see another image - that of a woman géne up wealth and privilege and discovered
greatness and happiness by serving those less well offiéhaaif.

Sr. Lucy paid special tribute to the people and Comm@utyncil in Killavullen for organising the
celebration and for their on-going interest in Nan@gla life and work.

Bishop Ahern, who concelebrated open-air Mass withrgelaumber of priests, said he hoped the
centre would promote further interest in Nano Nagle @ a focus in fostering vocations, one of
the pressing needs in the church today.

Killavullen Community Council chairman, Mr. Williamt&ford, welcomed the attendance and the
FCA rendered honours during the Mass.
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Homily for Opening Mass on the & Sunday of Easter, 27 May, 1984

“I will not leave you orphans,
| will come to you.”
Fr. T. McSweeney

These comforting, reassuring words of the risen Lord béaveus meaning for Nano Nagle, in her

life and in her work. And in very real practical terthey have meaning for us also in our lives and
in our work and world today. We come here today to catelthis joyful occasion together as a
family. We are God’s family. It is he who gathersassund him here today at the birthplace of his
servant, Nano Nagle. And we know that barriers ofs@ad time do not exist for his family in the

true life he has given.

Like all the rest of God'’s children, Nano Nagle beganlifie by being born into a human family.
And in that family and home she experienced, during thedtve years of her life, influences that
shaped and moulded her character.

The first and greatest influences in any person’s lifeeérom a mother and a father. And so here,
today, it is only right that we remember and honour theen mother Ann Matthew, who had left
her native Thurles to come and make her home hengel har father Garret, about whom we know
so very little, except for that one loving saying of hiRp6r Nano will be a saint one day.”

Above all else, God and the faith were always a livieglity and a vital influence here in this
home. The whole Nagle family had sacrificed too muchafoy possible doubts about that. The
great family devotions, particularly to the Sacred Haad to the Mother of God, which she always
loved to hand on to others, she herself learned here.

The heritage she enjoyed included too the beautiful scenergwanoundings that we ourselves
enjoy here today. She breathed the same clear unpoliutbdtave breathe; she lifted up her eyes
to those same mountains; she wondered at the trektshaiavariety and grandeur. And surely too
that peace which is to be found here, and in smiling cgsidts like this, she too

“Felt in the blood and felt along the heart;

Passing even into the purer mind with tranquil restoration.
Feelings too of unremembered pleasure: such, perhaps,
As have no slight or trivial influence

On that best portion of a good man’s life.”

You may say: She was fortunate. And indeed she wasl h&®d given her such wonderful gifts —
good parents, a good home, quite luxurious surroundings. Andsiframa all of this she walked
away. She left it all to become poor among the poorussthe Lord spoke to her heart that he
had already fashioned. She heard him call to her innderprivileged, the weak, the ignorant, the
poor: in people who lived alone in upstairs garrets, irutigrotected, in the lonely, in the old who
had no one to visit or care for them. She heard hlmarad she answered in his own words to her
and to us, “I will not leave your orphans, | will comeytm.”

And as we all know she did come to them and walked m@maore but she did bring with her from
here something very valuable, a rich dowry; and that ha$éeritage that was hers, and that all her
life long would give her a strength, a courage, a mindlaait ready to meet each new demand
that the Lord made of her as he guided her paths.
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Much water has passed beneath Killavullen Bridge siram@NNagle last walked these fields. And
many changes have come to the Irish scene.

If she were to look around today, | wonder which of oubfgnms would she regard as calling to
her. Would it be connected with our youth? Have you been involved with a group of young
people — watched them roaming the streets in bands,hawhe summer holidays are almost upon
us? And have you felt: if only there was some pld®y tcould go, get out in the countryside,
camping or orienteering, finding something more of theirt&gei in surroundings such as these.

Or would it be the unemployment problems that would den@ndttention? So many who do not

have work, so many who will not have work, so many wan never hope to have more than part
time, with the consequent frustrations and even despadr,most of all the effects on homes and
family life. If only there were some place wherevituld cost the family nothing to go for a day

together; somewhere that, as a family, they might dsame strength together from the life and
experience of the past that is again their heritage.

Or would she view with alarm the effects that televisaomd its world are having on our whole way
of life? For let us not forget that we have not ygiezienced anything like the full impact of the
television era; we are only at the beginning of a risidg of videos, of cable vision and satellite
vision. And in this world the values we treasure havg litle place, indeed have no place.

If we hold any values dearly — if, in particular, we saefaith as a living reality and would hope to
hand it on as part of their heritage to those who cafter us, then we must set about doing
something towards having some true sense of what is ouhesitage.

It is this sense of the unique importance of heritagé pnhompted those who did this restoration
work. Here at Ballygriffin, they wanted something mtivan just another lifeless monument. They
intended that this place which she loved and where she watkeld help people of our day to find
something of what she found.

The Sisters hope that as an Exhibition Centre of Nagle’s life and times, her birthplace here

will take on new and dynamic meaning. They hope thahit be a source of help and restoration —
for families, for young people, for all who know theaviness, the fever and the fret. “Where men
sit and hear each other groan.”

They hope to reach out to the new poor of our day juslaa® Nagle did to the poor of her day. |
have no doubt that they are prepared to spend themselsks dil.

Their call is the same. The challenge is a newlehgé, but always it comes back to the same
central challenge: will we be able to hand on the g is part of our heritage?

The Sisters hope that in this restoration they haadena beginning. A beginning that with vision
and effort, and most of all the grace of God, wiltime grow into being an important contribution
toward preserving our heritage and handing on the faithd tAen it will be a fitting memorial to
her whom we honour here today, here at her birthplace.
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Most Rev. Dr. J. Ahern, Bishop of Cloyne, blessingitlamo Nagle Centre,
Ballygriffin. May 27, 1984

Most Rev. Dr. J. Ahern, Bishop of Cloyne, cuts the tape
at the entrance to the Centre.
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Marcus O’Sullivan, Contractor, celebrates with Bisidyern and the Sisters

Sr. M. Brendan (Catherine) Cronin with

Plague to commemorate the life of Nano Nagle ereatatie
occasion of the official opening of the Nano Nagle Gentr
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Sr. M. Brendan (Catherine) Cronin with
Proposed Model of Centre

NANO NAGLE CORE GROUP:
This group was organised and co-ordinated by Sr. Brendan (Catherine) Cronige(fagon
Generalate).

The Nano Nagle Core Group began its work in October 1978.

As you know from 'UNION LIFE' Vol. I, No. 5, 1978, the meens of the Core Group organised
themselves into three sub-groups and undertook differenioss of the work to be done in
preparation for the introduction of Nano's Cause.

Concentrating on HISTORICAL RESEARCHere:

Sister Pius O'Farrell, Presentation Novitiate, Castieell, Co. Limerick

Sister Rosario Allen, South Presentation Conventidlas St., Cork.

Sister Carmel Greene, Presentation Generalatalfstak Hall, Blackrock, Co. Dublin.
Sister Carmel Kennefick, Presentation Convent, CrasshaCo.Cork

Sister Bernadette O'Shea, Presentation Convente€astér, Co. Kilkenny.

Working “TO MAKE NANO BETTER KNOWN” were:

Sister Therese Hallidan, Presentation Convent, Fasaork.
Sister Calasanctius Barrett, Presentation ConveitinBarry, Co. Tipperary
Sister Eileen Clear, Presentation Convent, Sextorigterick
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Researching the future APOSTOLIC USE OF BALLYGRIFRMaNO's birthplace) were:

Sister Anthony Moloney, Presentation Convent, Listo@We. Kerry

Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart Leahy, Presentatavént, Tuam, Co. Galway,

Sister Brendan (Catherine) Cronin, Presentation Géter Monasterevin, Co. Kildare (Co-
ordinator)

The Members of the Nano Nagle Core Group were graatbived in promoting the cause of Nano
Nagle until 1988.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk *kkkkkkkk

Further Developments and Activities

Additions to the Centre 1987

As time went by the need for further development becameous and in 1987 the Conference
room, oratory and three bungalows were built. Mastess became involved in the growing
ministry of the Centre exchanging every 3 - 6 yearsnoAg those who served there, were Sisters
Joseph Darmody (who opened the centre to various nmsist Teresa Russell, Bridie Morrissey,
Anthony Moloney, Josephine Culhane, Eileen McCarthyhé&ate Cronin, Maureen Moorhouse
and other Sisters for shorter periods.

New Additions to the Centre 1987

“I must say every disappointment we have had, the Altyigh
has been pleased to make it turn out to our advantage.”

Letter 6
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Blessing and Opening of the New Extension

Bishop John Magee, Cloyne, reserves the Sr. Pius O’Farrell, Bishop John Magee, Sr.
Blessed Sacrament in the Oratory for the fifst Bernadette Murphy, Sr. Anne Fox and Sr.
time on May 1§| 1987 Anthony Moloney
Open_air Mass during the 1980's Nagle Mountains in the distance, also

Ballymacmoy House — home of the Hennessys

of Cognac Brandy fame!

All the Sisters working there were conscious of a gnead for a separate kitchen and dining room
and their wish was granted when the Leadership Teamgadafor this to be built. The new
building was completed in 1998.
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Nano Nagle (1718-1784) - Bi-Centenary Celebrations

Conference, April 28", 1984, St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra,
Dublin

A one-day bi-centenary conference was held at St.cRatiTraining College, Drumcondra, Dublin
for invited guests, parent representatives and represestativeresentation communities. The
theme for the day was “Christian Womanhoodr. Lucy Troy welcomed all and said, “Today,
here in Drumcondra, we focus our attention on Nano wtmaan, her call, her gifts, her times and,
especially on what she did in her time to give dignity embring liberation to so many people.”
“Nano Nagle — A Historical Perspective”; “Why Her @&&?”; “Nano Nagle and Christian Women”
were the titles of very fine papers presented by Sr. ClMedsgher, Sr. Pius O’Farrell and Rev. Fr.
Dermot Lane. Sr. Raphael Consedine, in her respontde tepeakers, told us that “Nano Nagle’s
spirit has been preserved, not like some lovely jeteehe admired and guarded, but like a living
and life-giving tree, adapting itself to changing cond#i@md continuing to bear fruit, not only in
Ireland and the United Kingdom but in Newfoundland, Indiakigtan, North America, Central
America, Africa, New Zealand, the Philippines, Papua gainea and my own Australia.”

In his presentation on the Icon of Nano Nagle, Deshidyne said, “The icon is a celebration in
symbols of one of the really great and truly magnifiecgamen of Ireland”.(Annals of South Pres.)

The Icon of Nano Nagle
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The Bicentenary Seminars
July — August 1984
The Bicentenary Seminars, organised by Sr. CatherineilCamd held at Nano Nagle House,
Douglas Street, Cork in July/August 1984, became a very @qoteciated part of the celebrations
devised by the Nano Nagle Core Group.
Over 500 Sisters from across the world took part in thergem Sister Raphael Consedine of the
Victoria Presentation Congregation, Australia gavenapiring and unforgettable rendering of the
“lived and living reality” of Presentation Spirituality?art of each Seminar was a visit to

Ballygriffin, which included an open-air Mass and refreshm@nbvided by Sr. Bernadette Murphy
and the local people. (cf. Nano Nagle Seminars — Re#)Boo

The Final Seminar Group during their visit to Ballygriffigust 22, 1984

Sr. Raphael Consedine (Victoria, Australia) and Sr. Cathene Cronin (English Province)
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Eigse Naineo Nogla

Blarney, Co. Cork, was a hub of activity during the weekef Nov. 9 — 11, 1984 when Sisters,
Clergy, admirers of Nano Nagle, members of Irishduage organisations, including Cumann na
Sagart, flocked into Hotel Blarney to take part in a unsgrées of religious, historical, social and
musical events to honour the memory of Nano Nagkhe Cardinal Primate of All-lIreland,
Archbishop Tomas O Fiaich was present; also, Archbishap Mwrris of Cashel, Bishop John
Ahern, Cloyne and Bishop Kevin McNamara, Kerry, hundredd®resentation Sisters and many
priests.

A concelebrated Mass was broadcast over Radio ndaGhi on Sunday. Tralee’'s Siamsa choir,
under the direction of Fr. Pat Ahern sang the mustb@Mass and the beautiful hymn, ‘A Naineo
Négla’, composed by an tSitir Deaglan de Paor (oneeptincipal organisers of the Eigse) and
set to music by Fr. Pat Ahern.

In his homily, Cardinal O Fiaich said, ‘Nano, was likbeacon or star shining in the darkness of
poverty and ignorance and the light which she beamedeobatk lanes of Cork two centuries ago
had now shone forth to illumine many parts of the world.’

During the weekend there were many learned talks odd#ti Ireland” and the ordinary people of
Nano Nagle’s time.

Cardinal O Fiaich blessed the beautiful icon of NamagIs which Sr. Lucy Troy had commissioned
the celebrated artist, Desmond Kyne, to make for teedntation Sisters. The icon now hangs in a
place of honour at the Nano Nagle Centre, Ballygriffilavullen, Co. Cork. (Annals of S. Pres.)

Bi - Centenary Exhibition: April 15th - 27th, 1985

In an effort to demonstrate the significance of thegleradition of Craft Work of every kind in the
Presentation Congregation, Sr. Catherine Cronin ané Gooup, organised an Exhibition in the
Bank of Ireland Exhibition Hall in Baggott St., Dublin. law set against the historical background
of the past 200 years, bringing out the cultural, socml,exonomic situations of the time. Besides
some of our Vestments, Altar Falls, both hand-painteteanbroidered, samples of our Limerick
Lace, Youghal Lace and Irish Crochet, the Annals of Is&uésentation and a few of Nano Nagle's
Relics, were on display. Pupils and Sisters and istedepeople from all over the country visited
during the fortnight. (Annals of South Pres.)

“By degrees, with the assistance of God, we may doa deal.”

Letter 6
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Presentation of Icon to Pope John Paul Il at a Mass in th&atican
on Easter Sunday April 1985.

Presenting the icon are Larry Luddy and Desmond Kyne in thggresence of Bishop John
Buckley of Cork on the extreme right. To the left of thePope is Msgr. J. Magee, then
Secretary to the Pope, who was subsequently ordained BishopCloyne

Larry Luddy, Eileen Mills, Bishop John Buckley and Mary Hanley, (ardent supporters of
Nano) being greeted by Pope John Paul Il on this occasion.
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Hiew Hotizons

In the beginning of our Story, we spoke of how we, ascaumrof Presentation Sisters, were
captivated by the atmosphere that prevailed in Ballygrifiin atmosphere that gripped our minds
and hearts and compelled us to go ahead and do somethingaalotring it. After years of
negotiating, planning and development, not only can welwalthirty-three acres our own, but we
have now created on this land a beautiful life-giving t@ewhich provides for the many needs of
both young and old.

In the early years, ministry took shape in a varietways — regular Prayer Group Meetings; Adult
Religious Studies; regular Eucharistic Celebrations d&yous groups; holidays for the less-well-

off; Boy Scout and other Youth groups. In response tdPtiesentation Sisters General Chapter,
1996, it was decided that the use of the Centre be braadeneclude an Ecology project. This

was seen as an appropriate way of promoting reverenceaa@dor the Earth. So in 1999, a new
phase in the life of the Nagle land was begun by Sr. Mathher and her Team — Sr. Mary Casey,
Sr. Marie Ryan, Sr. Joanne Walsh and Bro. Eugene Biteséntation Brother). Where before,
the thirty three acres had been let to local farniis, dedicated team, in line with the Chapter
directive, set up an organic farming unit. The farmerdicoa to be of great assistance in our
many ventures. The Centre now has a triple focus #ager Spirituality and Ecology. A Board of

Management is in place to ensure the continuance antbgewent of the whole project.

Sr. Mary Kelliher and the beginnings of the organic farnuni

Finally, 1 would like to conclude this section with a qumtatfrom Desmond Kyne, in his
description of Ballygriffin (Heart Aflame). He speakstbé influence its beauty and tranquillity
must have had on Nano herself during her early formati@esy&Nano would have here discovered
how God, the ‘symbol maker par excellence' has writteméme in nature for us to read. Her new
Centre will provide among other things, a haven for visitwho come to rest their weary spirits,
and find refreshment here, far from the noisy crowds @nhterfeit images..l had first seen
Ballygriffin in its wilderness. Upon my return there, | nvialled at the transformation which had
occurred. The old stables which were almost rooflesd, deen converted with great skill and
sensitivity. The Gates are back and open wide! Theg weught out and purchased, restored and
rehung on their original limestone piers right begitke new Centre. Now they are open wide in
welcome and hospitality to all visitors."
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" This Vision Statement was drawn up by the Trustees, Bodrof Management and Staff of
Nano Nagle Centre 2003)
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Revamped Nano Nagle Centre Celebrates New Era at
Ballygriffin

July 8th, 2007, ushered in another new era with the openirg 0Revamped Nano Nagle Centre’.
The facilities at the Centre being over twenty yedds were in need of refurbishment. This work
was undertaken by the Board of Management with the aplpofvwhbe Trustees and was ably
facilitated by the Centre community — Sr. Frances Craweordinator, Sr. Mary Casey, Sr. Paula
Buckley and Sr. Lancia Rodrigues. The buildings have bedfarbished to the highest

environmental standards, and better use is made of the ajpaady available, all of which has

made possible the planning of new and more varied programmes.

Nano’s spirit still pervades this sacred space where weeaaily raise our minds and hearts in
praise and thanksgiving to God for the beauty and the badrmneation, so evident as we stand at
the Centre and look beyond the Blackwater River to\thgle Mountains. Long may Nano Nagle
Centre continue to contribute to the coming of God’s Kingdonearth.

“Let everything that lives and that breathes give prmigbe Lord.” Ps. 150

Email: nanonaglecentre@eircom.net Web:www.nanonaglebirthplace.com

“You will see it has pleased the Almighty
to make me succeed, when | had
everything, as | may say, to fight
against.”

Letter 1

Sr. Terry Abraham, Congregational
Leader, giving homily on July"8

“The Almighty is all sufficient.”

Letter 1

Revamped Centre today
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Srs. Lancia Rodrigues, Mary Casey, Back Row: Sr. Lancia Rodrigues, Paddy JonLes,
Frances Crowe, and Paula Buckley Eileen O’Connell, Mary Redmond, Sr. Frances
Crowe, Mary Baker, Helen O’'Regan, Breda

Coakley
Front Row: Sr. Mary Casey, Danny Boylan, $r.
Paula Buckley

Members of Ballygriffin Team Sept. 2008: Eileen O’'Connelnby Boylan,

Bro. Eugene Burke, Sr. Agnes Kiely 13, Julie Lucey, KabeBhea (Centre Manager), Kitty
Scully, (Farm Manager), Breda Coakley, Sr. Francesv€r&hristy Ryan, Paddy Jones,
Sr. Alba Rodrigues, Eileen Delaney, Sr. Paula BuclBeyAnne Lyons
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APPENDIX

BALLYGRIFFIN :

The townland of Ballygriffin, in the parish of Killavelh, is situated in the heart of the diocese of
Cloyne, about five miles from Mallow. The Ballygriffiastate was one of the Nine Estates known
as the 'Monanimy Estates' belonging to the Nagles. Tiginal Ballygriffin estate belonged to
Garret Nagle, Nano's father. It consisted of 318 actexaellent arable land. This estate passed
over to the Irish Land Commission, under the Land Puecias of 1904, bringing an end to the
long Nagle tenure in the valley of the Blackwater. Targdlwas then given to the local tenants who
had to pay an Annuity to the English Government at, fast later in the 1930's the payment was
made to the Irish Land Commission.

Mr. O'Brien, the father of Kate and Dick O'Brien owraedhrge section of the Ballygriffin Estate
during the 1940's, but farming wasn't his priority. He spent aflbis time hunting, shooting and
fishing with the local gentry, came down in the world bitdity seemingly ending up owning the
thirty-three acres round Nano's homestead. Kate and ek in the west corner of the old coach
house for a number of years. When Dick O'Brien died, Kale the land to Mr. John Barrett who
was declared the lawful owner on 31st October, 1951.

Dick and Kate O'Brien

John Barrett, an Irish-American, was deeply inter@ s the story of Nano Nagle and cherished the
privilege of being the owner of this property. It is séhdtthe often expressed the wish that the
Presentation Sisters would one day claim it as themr. &Vhile he was there he planted a number of
trees especially the evergreen trees along by the clar grad the line of trees on the boundary
fence west of the Centre. Sad to say, John Barredtsdiddenly on the 30th July 1962. He was
survived by his son, Patrick Barrett who, in 1964, sold the tarfdr. Denis Cronin (the Cronin
family), Barranclay, Mourneabbey. John Cronin sold ith® Presentation Sisters who became the
official owners on 26th April, 1974.

The Daly family, Killavullen village, kindly invited Kat O'Brien to stay with them as she was
living alone in the coach house, an invitation she wag kappy to accept. Neither Kate O'Brien
nor any member of the Daly family, ever rememberethgedano Nagle's home, neither did they
ever meet anyone who remembered seeing it.
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NAGLE GATES:

“Let thy works praise thee in the gates for an everlgstundation upon a solid rock, so the
commandments of God in the heart of a holy womdtctles 26:24 (On original tombstone)

The Daly family informed us that the original entrario the Nagle home, was where the railway
bridge is now, and that the Nagle Gates were broughtlbgah farmer to another farm entrance a
mile away at Killuragh. After some negotiations witte Leo family who lived at this farm in
Killuragh, the gates were bought back for £200.00 on May 29i13. The following day, the gates
were brought to Presentation Convent, Doneraile, wtierehen maintenance man, the late Dick
Roche cleaned them down, restored the parts that hastlrastd painted them. They were later
erected at the present entrance to Ballygriffin and \ileadly erected at the Centre itself during the
development of the Nano Nagle Centre 1983 - 1984.

THE NAGLE CHAIR :

Returning from a Regional Meeting in preparation for Uniottg e Carlow Presentation Convent,
on Feb.24th, 1974, Sr. Anthony paid a visit to the Present&isters in Cashel, Co. Tipperary.
Here she met Sr. Columbanus O'Sullivan (native of ICaieen) who presented her with a chair
which belonged to the Nagle Home in Ballygriffin. Shatfinvited Sr. Anthony to sit on the chair
which she did with great reverence and emotion and then S

Columbanus exclaimed, ‘It's yours!” Sr. Columbanusl ta$ she

had been in hospital in Dublin and shared a room witdg ¢alled

Mrs. Sheehy-MacGovern - they became great friendthdrcourse

of conversation one day, Mrs. Sheehy-MacGovern told Sr

Columbanus that she was connected by marriage witliNduge

family and had some memorabilia belonging to the Naglaehin

her possession, including a chair. She later made amres the

chair to Sr. Columbanus who, as already said, gengrqasted

with it, and the Chair is now part of the furniture e tancestral

home in Ballygriffin.

Plaque on the arm of Chair
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THE BAPTISIMAL FONT :

Soon after Vatican I, many Catholic Churches in Irdlamndertook a big reconstruction
programme, especially in the area of the SanctuaitarsAwere moved forward so as to enable the
Priest to celebrate Mass facing the people; new Ambme wmstalled, also new Baptismal Fonts.
The Catholic Church in Killavullen undertook such a progrem A newly designed timber
Baptismal Font replaced the old Font which was one aighty-carved limestone. It was
traditionally held that this old Font came from the dldtched-roofed Church in Monanimy. It was
later examined by the distinguished Séamus Murphy, R.H.A ddted it as being primitive,
belonging to the 13th or 14th Century and probably is the &owhich Nano Nagle, herself, was
baptised. The Parish was then known as Monanimy Parish.

However, this old Baptismal Font had still more worldtd When the new timber Baptismal Font
was installed in the Church in Killavullen, the thenistaPriest, placed the old stone font outside
against the Church wall with the intention of breakingptand scattering the stones. It happened
one Sunday morning as the late Ms Sheila Crowley, Roel®e, was on her way into Mass, seeing
the Font standing on a stone pedestal against the ndlklae, herself needing a roller for her
garden, asked the Parish Priest if she could haveaettold her she could, no problem! She later
had the font set up in her garden as a birdbath. On ateidier Aunt, Sr. Gertrude Murphy,
Presentation Convent, Midleton and hearing about thenugf Ballygriffin, Sheila decided to
present the Font to the Nano Nagle Centre wheneivteal during the 1980's. It was erected at the
gable end of the refurbished coach house.

Srs. Josephine Culhane and Anthony .
Moloney with the Old Stone Font The Old Stone Font now on its richly

decorated pedestal in the parish church

During 1994 - '95, the Parish Church in Killavullen underwaentajor renovation project under the
stewardship of Fr. Neilus O'Flynn, P.P. and Fr. Timothyo@i®@r, C.C. In the process of this
event the old Baptismal Font was re-instated to itsuaywoésition close to the Sanctuary in the
newly refurbished Church! It now sits on a richly decedgbedestal having resumed once more its
sacred function of enabling the newly baptised to ehteChristian Life and uniting the people of
Killavullen to their past when many of their parishiahevere baptized at this font, not only in
Killavullen Church but also, in the old Church in Monagi from where the font came and, as
stated, where Nano herself was more than likely begbti
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The pedestal itself is surrounded by many beautiful pamajshasising elements involved in
Baptism. There are scenes from the Old and New Testamecluding water - symbol of life and
cleansing; the Baptism of Christ in the Jordan by Jdfendescent of the Holy Spirit as a dove with
tongues of fire coming down on the timid, fearful Apostéessembled in prayer with the Virgin
Mary, in the Upper Room, and many more symbols.

BALLYGRIFFIN SIGN POSTS :

Up until the 1970's, due to enclosure mainly, very few PratentSisters knew of the whereabouts
of Ballygriffin! It was often considered by some totbe remote to bother about. Not so with the
late Mother Mary of the Sacred Heart Leahy, Tuam Ptaten, who was imbued with the spirit
and charism of Nano. During the late 1960's, she organistte aour to North Cork, herself and
three other Sisters with the intent of visiting Nanotshpiace. When they arrived in North Cork
there was no sign post anywhere to direct them to @dfiijm which of course was only an ordinary
townland! They had to make very many enquiries beforg ¢lrentually found the place. Mother
Mary of the Sacred Heart vowed that when she wouldmeébd Tuam, she would contact 'An Tostal'
- now known as Bord Failte and request them to have@asigign Post indicating the Birth Place
of Nano Nagle, erected at the entrance to the Nagtks. Months passed and she got no reply. She
contacted them again. She only became aware thatl ibdé@n done when she saw it for the first
time at the Slide Show on the Nagle Country, duringS&minar on Nano Nagle in Drogheda, July
1972. It was then she told the Story of the Sign Post! dvily is there one but many sign posts
today indicating the way to Nano's birthplace!

“The Divine Providence does
everything for the best.”

- Letter 14
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Killavullen Community Centre Committee — May 1984

Members of Killavullen Community Centre Committee pred at
the Nano Nagle Centre May 1984. From left: Peggy Brennan
Margaret Galvin, Norma Walsh (hon. Sec.), Mary LarRegina
Harding, Billy Stafford (chairman), Peg Lenihan, Margkéy
(asst. treas.), Mary Lenihan, Patrick Cronin and his brotbenis
(Midleton), brothers of Sister Brendan, Presentafoder,
Co-ordinator of the Nano Naale Cause for Beatifica

Were it not for the support and cooperation of the albovemittee, and all subsequent committees,
as well as that of the clergy and the entire pariskikdvullen, the development of the Nano Nagle
Centre would not have got off to such a good start and waatichave kept going to reach its
present high standard. | would like to thank them one anfbratheir continued interest in the
welfare of the centre — which, of course, is only ® dxpected as Nano is one of their own
cherished daughters and they are justly proud of her.

Our sincere thanks to the following:

The Central Co-ordinating Committee (CCC) for theisdom and perseverance in seeing the
project through;

The Presentation Sisters worldwide who, in their lireNano and the Congregation, contributed
SO generously towards its purchase;

The Sisters and other Staff members who, sinceitialffy opened in 1984, have been involved in

the running and development of the Centre;

The successive Leadership Teams for their genuine cofmethe success and welfare of the

Centre and for providing the finances for each phase aeiwelopment.

We are much indebted to the late Sr. Rosario Hourigatch®lstown, who, after the amalgamation
of the five Presentation Communities in the dioces€lofyne in 1971, began the Presentation
Cloyne Annals where we find recorded in some detail th®ites relating to the negotiations
which resulted in the acquisition of Ballygriffin.

God bless you all and may we soon see the day when oorwkie declared ‘A Saint among the
Saints of God'.

Booklet produced by Sr. M. Anthony Moloney, Sr. Maire Maigreand Ms. Kathleen Mahony
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PICTURE GALLERY

Cloyne Leadership on their first visit to

Ballygriffin on April 26, 1971. Rev. Dr. Tom McSweeney joins the Cloyne
Left to Right: Srs. Colman Fox, Margaret Team on their first visit to Ballygriffin.
Mary Moloney, M. Anthony Moloney,

Mary of the Sacred Heart Ryan

Pictures from 1974

Back Row: From Left: Sr. Mgt. Mary, Back Row: From Left:
Thurles; Sr. Brendan (Catherine) Cronirj Sr. M. of the Sacred Heart (Tuam);
(Buxton); Sr. Mary Ryan (Cloyne); Sr. Sr. Agnes (S. Pres. Cork);

Joan Brosnan (Drogheda); Sr. John Ryder Front Row: Sr. Lelia (N.Pres. Cork);
(Matlock); Sr. Peter (Crosshaven); Sr. M. |of Sr. Francis Walsh (Waterford);
the Sacred Heart (Tuam); Sr. Lucy Troy (K&L);

Front Row: Sr. Columbanus (Cashel); Sr. Goretti, Bailieboro);

Sr. Anthony (Cloyne); Sr. de Pazzi, (N.Pres. Sr. Gertrude Connolly (K&L)

Cork); Sr. Eileen Honan (Limerick);

Sr. Aguinas (Kerry)
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Ballygriffin Oak Tree, planted in 1974 as it
appears today, 2008

Mr. Larry Luddy,

Fr. Michael Magner,
a native of
Killavullen and a
keen scholar on the
historical background
of Nano and the
Nagle family

a loyal and
faithful supporter
of the Nano
Nagle Centre

Frs. Dan Gould, P.P., Fr. Timmie O'Connor, C.C.
Fr. Neilus O’ Flynn, retired P.P. - Killavullen

Fr. Dan Gould, Sr. M. Anthony Moloney,
Anne Scully, Mary and Larry Luddy
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"Stile, which tradition holds, was used by Nang
Nagle when crossing over the fields to the hedd
school at Monanimy Castle."

First Prayer Group
Left to Right: Back Row:
Nora Mai Dunne; Mary Dorgan;

Dora Looney; Mattie Dorgan (R.1.P.); Johr

Sheahan (R.1.P.); Sr. Anthony

Front Row: Kathleen Linehan; Pat Sheahan;

Bridie O’Flynn, Mrs. Essie Forde

Visitors

International Youth Year 1984

43

Presentation Sisters from all
over the world visit Ballygriffin
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Some of the People who worked full-time in Ballygffin
1974 - 1999

Sr. Joseph Darmody Sr. Eileen McCarthy

Sr. Bridie Morrissey with Sr. Marie Ryan
Sr. Ledwina from Australia

Sr. Josephine Culhane, Pam Brown and
Philip Ahern hard at work in the kitchen
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Opening of Refurbished Centre July 8, 2007
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Nano Nagle Centre Today

Basket-making Retreat

Global Awareness Group Bog Oak Carving Organic Gardenmn

Under Fives from the City visit Ballygriffin
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"It I could be of any service
N saving souls 1 any
part of the world, I would
willingly do all in. my power."

Nano Nagle

Related Web Sites
http://www.presentationsistersunion.orq/ http://www.ipa.ozehosting.com/
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