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	Nano Nagle Greeting Cards

	Nano Nagle Greeting Cards, with a variety of inspirational quotes, are now available for purchase. There are eight different designs and they are sold in mixed packs, with one of each design in every pack. The cost of a pack of eight greeting cards is just €7 and you get one extra free card with each pack! The back of each card contains the story of Nano.

The cards can be purchased online or from Mount Saint Anne’s Killenard. Just specify your name, your address and the number of packs you want and they will be sent to you by post, anywhere in the world. An invoice will be included and you are asked to pay on receipt, adding the cost of postage (count the value of the stamps on the envelope!) to the cost of the cards.

A note about the cards is also posted on our Advertising Board where details of books and DVDs on Nano Nagle may also be found.


	Plan for Ministry Ireland 2007-2012

	The Presentation Plan for Ministry for Ireland for the period 2007-2012 has been added as a resource to the website. To access it, click on the cover below. You can then save the file to your computer, by choosing File/Save As and specifying the folder where you want it to be stored.


	TOIR Application Forms available online


TOIR 2009 will take place from 12th July to 5th Aug 2009. Applications for the TOIR 2009 programme should be received by 20th December 2008. A copy of the Application Form may be downloaded by clicking here. The cost is €3,500.

The TOIR International Renewal Programme is designed to energise people to respond sensitively to the needs of our world in the spirit of Nano Nagle & Edmund Rice. It is for anyone interested in the spirit and work of Nano Nagle and Edmund Rice. The programme aims: 

· To explore dimensions of contemporary spirituality in an international setting. To re-imagine images of God. 

· To walk in the footsteps of Nano and Edmund in the places where they lived and worked. To care for the earth. 

· To work for justice. 

· To create the possibilities for ongoing support and networking. 
The Programme seeks to enable participants to engage in a journey with self and others through a variety of processes such as:

· Exploring social analysis and engaging in direct contact with people and projects in the spirit of Nano and Edmund. 
· Experiencing and celebrating each other’s culture. 
· Going on a pilgrimage to the historical sources of the three congregations at Callan,Waterford and Cork. 
The experience begins at Emmaus Retreat Centre, Swords, Co Dublin and ends in Callan, Waterford and Cork. Don’t forget, the closing date for applications is 20th December 2008
	Volunteering Day in Ireland

	26 September 2008 is Volunteering Day or Give it a Swirl Day. You can check it out online by clicking here. You can also see what opportunities there are for volunteers in your area by visiting the website.


	Challenge to Change Programme 2008-09

	For students in Presentation schools in Ireland who want to make a difference, Challenge to Change 2008-2009 offers a means of doing so.

Challenge to Change, now in its sixth year, is the development education project run by Presentation Education Office (South East Province)  The project is aimed at young people in Presentation Primary and Post-Primary Schools nationwide and is open to groups of students from all Presentation schools in Ireland. During the past five years, participating schools have found involvement on this project to be an enriching experience, not just for the participating groups, but for the whole school community.

Every day we read in the papers and see on television how our world continues to be unequal and unjust.  Our young people are becoming increasingly aware of this injustice.  Many of our students would welcome a chance to raise awareness of global inequality and to play a part in making our world a better one for all its citizens.  Challenge to Change seeks to harness the energy, enthusiasm and goodwill of these young people as they endeavour, through local action, to make a difference at global level.

The vision and ideal of the project is driven by the Presentation charism and ethos, which embraces the challenge of working with those who are marginalised and excluded for whatever reason.  Justice, human rights, social justice, sustainability and promoting right relationships are central to the Presentation mission. 

We invite you to participate in Challenge to Change 2008/2009.  Contact Margaret Mary Healy or Liam Kilbride to find out more. By Phone: (01) 4509430  or  (01) 4089742

By e-mail: Presentation Education Office or Liam Kilbride. 

The closing date for receipt of applications is Friday, 26 September 2008. Applications received after this date may be considered but priority will be given to applications received by the closing date. A copy of the brochure may be downloaded by clicking here. To help you get started in developing a suitable programme for your group, a  copy of a blank Outline Project Plan may be downloaded by clicking here.

Click here to see a news item on the 2007-08 Challenge to Change Seminar.

The Education Office gratefully acknowledges the project funding provided by Irish Aid, Department of Foreign Affairs and Presentation Trustee


	60 Year Anniversary of Human Rights Declaration

	To commemorate the 60th anniversary of the historic signing of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) the 61st annual Conference of the United Nations DPI/NGO (Department of Public Information & Non-Governmental Organisations) is being held at UNESCO headquarters in Paris from 3rd – 5th Sept.  The Conference, which will be opened by UN Secrerary General Ban Ki-moon via video message, is being held outside of New York for the first time.

Two Presentation Sisters from Ireland will represent the International Presentation Association at the conference. Sisters Imelda Wickham and Maureen O’ Connell travel to Paris to participate, with over 2000 international NGO representatives and other civil society groups. The aim of the conference is to identify effective ways in which civil society organisations today can contribute to the advancement of human rights at global, regional, national and local levels.

The Conference Theme is Re-affirming Human Rights for All: The Universal Declaration at 60. The keynote speaker is Madame Simone Veil, a lawyer, a leading political figure and a human rights activist.

With more than 360 language versions to help them, UN organizations around the globe have been using the past year to focus on helping people everywhere to learn about their human rights.

We can commemorate the UDHR 60th anniversary by

· Making ourselves familiar with the Declaration.  Copies may be downloaded from here. 
· Using the Anniversary as an opportunity to raise awareness of the rights contained in the Declaration and to advance and protect their enjoyment within your community and beyond.  For suggestions visit the news story online..       
· Promoting the use of Amnesty International programmes for Primary and Post-Primary schools. 
We hope that in honour of the anniversary there will be a concerted effort to teach children in schools about human rights. For information suitable for Irish and other primary and secondary schools click here.  For example,  the Lift Off Initiative:  Me, You, Everyone: Rights and Responsibilities is suitable for 5th & 6th classes (11-12 years of age olds) and Voice Our Concern is a module for a Transition Year human rights education initiative (16-17 year olds).

Presentation Sisters in Ireland have developed their Global Education Experience. This gives pupils from  Presentation schools around the country the opportunity to visit countries such as Zambia and India, to experience at first hand the lack of basic human rights in developing countries and to understand how the developed world contributes to that inequality.

The Laois Nationalist recently reported (Thurs. 28 August 2008) on the involvement of the Nagle Justice Community in promoting the Declaration on Human Rights. The article, which marks the attendance of Sisters from the Nagle Justice Community at the Paris Conference follows:


Laois nun represents Sisters at human rights conference: 
A LAOIS Presentation nun will travel to Paris next week to attend a UN conference focusing on the 60th anniversary of the Declaration of Human Rights. She will represent the International Presentation Association, one of over 2,000 civil society groups represented at the conference. 

Sr. Maureen O’ Connell has been based in the Presentation Justice Office in Mountmellick since 1999 and she, along with two other sisters, Sr. Imelda Carew and Sr. Mary Rossiter, spend their time working on issues such as justice, human rights, sustainable living and social inclusion. The sisters hope this conference will give people the “opportunity to see what human rights means”. The conference will be held from September 3 to 5 and it is the first time in over 60 years that it has been held outside of New York. That it is in Paris is the reason that Sr. Maureen, along with another Irish sister, Sr. Imelda Wickham, the chaplain of Wheatfield prison, is going to represent the International Presentation community. While there they will take part in round table discussions and workshops in the hope that they will “strengthen groups who work for human rights”. 

The sisters hope that because this is the anniversary of the signing of the declaration there will be a concerted effort to teach children in schools about human rights, and it is something they hope to encourage to happen in the Presentation schools such as those in Portlaoise, Mountmellick and Portarlington. 

The sisters have taken pupils from some Presentation schools around the country to countries such as Zambia and India under the “global education initiative,” which allows them to see how those in other countries live. “We have a responsibility not to live in a self-centred way and to realise that the way we’re living can have a detrimental effect in other countries,” says Sr. Maureen. The sisters’ work on many issues such as the Trade Justice Movement, they also work for environmental justice and are big supporters of restorative justice which aims to “resolve the revolving door in prisons”. They also produce information to educate people, such as a sustainable living pack which they have produced, “We try to practice what we preach too which can be hard,” says Sr. Imelda Carew. 

As well as their work on an international level the sisters also work in the community in Mountmellick through the ‘Mission Alive’ group, which is connected with an aids orphanage in Lusaka, Zambia and the Environmental Group in the town which was founded by the sisters. They also visit prisoners in the Midlands prison in Portlaoise. 

“We try to bring global issues to people’s attention. “Often people get so taken up with their own affairs,” says Sr. Maureen, “but we should all try to do the best we can, where we can”. 

For more information on the UN conference and on the Universal Declaration on Human Rights visit www.un.org
	A Land of God's Lovers and Friends (Tando Allah Yar)

	Tando Alla Yar is located in the Sindh district of Pakistan. The city, which is located on 0.00 degrees longitude, and 0.00 latitude, has a population of 200000 residents.

Presentation Sisters started their mission in 1986 with the Tribal people of Sindh called 'Kachi Koli'. Life in this land is not easy. This place is very challenging. I started my new ministry in here on the 24th February 2008 but our sisters have been serving with the Tribal people day and night over 20 years and I feel it's a blessing for me to live and work with them. We work with and for Tribal people in the following areas:

Faith Formation / Pastoral Education Medical Care Adult Literacy  Working with women At present we are two sisters working in Tando Allah Yar. We have a boarding with 37 girls aged from 9 to 12 years old. The girl's boarding is looked after by us while the boy's boarding is looked after by the Mill Hill Priests. The boys are from the same age group as the girls.

In the school, called St. Mary's Presentation School, we have 340 children (boys and girls). These children come from different villages. I feel that children in school bring true faith and joy which helps me to say 'Yes' to this mission. I also feel that the true spirit of Nano Nagle is alive here and I am sure that Nano is proud of her daughters who are fully committed to this mission.

A few years ago we opened another house in this Province where our sisters are serving another Tribal People called 'Parkari Koli'. In Interior Sindh I feel children are very close to nature. They are children of farmers and therefore know the blessings and fruits of Mother Earth and have great reverence for the Earth. The day we celebrated Earth day, they offered lovely gifts from Mother Earth.

The creation story is very much part of their faith. They believe that creation is our home where all living creatures belong to us. It’s lovely to know that they know the language of their animals, birds, crops and the flowing water of the canals. When we experience the heat of the summer, at times we tend to complain but the people are so satisfied and happy.

Slowly life is developing here. The children of this age are ready to challenge the unjust structures. Tando Allah Yar is where I try to 'act justly', 'love tenderly', and 'walk humbly' with my God and I find great joy in doing so. [Rosie Younas]


	New President of United Nations General Assembly

	H.E. Father Miguel d’Escoto Brockmann, M.M., was elected President of the sixty-third session of the United Nations General Assembly on 4 June 2008. He began his term as President on 16 September 2008.

A veteran statesman, politician, community leader and priest, Father d’Escoto served for over a decade as the Republic of Nicaragua’s Minister for Foreign Affairs, a post he held from 1979 until 1990. During his tenure, he played a key role in the Contadora and Esquipulas peace processes to end internal armed conflicts in Central America in the 1980s.

Father d’Escoto is currently Senior Adviser on Foreign Affairs, with the rank of Minister, to President Daniel Ortega Saavedra, a post which he has held since 2007. He also chairs Nicaragua’s National Committee on Water, in which capacity he plays a leading role in efforts to conserve Lake Cocibolca, the largest source of water in Mesoamerica.

Ordained a priest of the Maryknoll Missionaries in the early 1960s, Father d’Escoto has travelled extensively, visiting most of the world’s capitals, as well as many remote and less accessible areas of the globe, and has dedicated much of his life to helping the poor.

You can keep up to date with his work in his new role by visiting the story online..You can also read his acceptance speech there.


	New Website for Irish Bishops

	The Irish Bishops' Conference has launched a new website which will enable interested persons to find out more about the activities of the Catholic Church in Ireland and abroad. The site may be accessed by clicking on the logo online on this news item..


	Trevor Sargent T.D. to speak at Nano Nagle Centre, Ballygriffin

	A Sustainable Living Workshop will take place in the Nano Nagle Centre in Ballygriffin on 1st November 2008 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The keynote Speaker is Trevor Sargent T.D., Minister of State for Food & Horticulture.

Registration will take place from 10.30 a.m. The cost of the programme is €30. Participants should bring a packed lunch - tea and coffee will be provided. This workshop will provide an opportunity to get all your questions answered on Going Organic and will also provide practical demonstrations. 

To book a place contact the Nano Nagle Centre, Ballygriffin, Mallow, Co. Cork or Phone 021 26411 or by email


	The Horizon Blog

	The Horizon Programme has now completed its second week and an outline of the week's activities has been added to the blog. Did you know that as well as reading about the programme as it is delivered, you can also leave a comment or a supportive message online?

The theme for Week 2 was Leadership. Click here to view the blog. Then, choose from the list of pages (See under the trees on the right-hand side) and click on the page you want to see. You can then read down through the news about the chosen week or topic.

At the end of the news update, you will see that visitors to the site may have left messages or comments. You can add your own by scrolling to the very end of the page where you can Leave a Reply.

Just enter your name, your email (which will not be made available online) and a comment in the large white box underneath. When you are happy with your message, click the 'Submit Comment' button and your message will be added online immediately!
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