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	Congratulations Sr. Anna Hyland

	Sr. Anna Hyland, former Principal of Scoil Muire gan Smal Presentation Primary School, Carlow yesterday celebrated 40 Years of success with the school band she founded in 1968. As part of the celebrations a special magazine was produced containing a wonderful range of photographs of the band down through the years. A special 40th Anniversary Cake was produced for the event and Sr. Anna blew out the candles before presenting each member of the 2008 band with a special commemorative medal. A new Perpetual Trophy was also unveiled and Sandra Griffin, a past band member and current band tutor, received the award for 2008.

A gallery of photographs of the event may be viewed here. The Carlow Nationalist has written a story about the event. The article may be viewed online by clicking here. To view the news item written at the time of Sr. Anna's retirement, click here



	Praying with Nano

	The Nano Nagle Commission needs YOU! The commission is aiming to compile and publish a book of reflections on the theme “Praying with Nano". It is hoped the compilation will include reflections by Sisters, friends, colleagues, and associates. It is hoped to have the book ready for publication in April or June 2009. So get writing! NOW!

Writers are encouraged to be creative around the theme, giving life to the  charism and spirit of Nano and reflecting on how she lived the Gospel values and the spirituality of being in communion in her time. Some may choose to take a passage from Scripture and reflect on it from the perspective of the life and charism and of Nano. If you have an image that you consider particularly appropriate to your reflection please refer to it and say where it might be accessed - or better still, send it in with your reflection.

All reflections received by 31st December 2008 will be considered for inclusion. So, get writing. In the meantime, it will be a great help in planning for this publication if you will send an email to Roisin Gannon confirming that you will have a go! This invitation is open to all who consider themselves to be a friend of Nano. Please help us to mark Nano's 225th Jubilee by making this publication a resounding success.



	Nano Nagle Christmas Card


A Christmas Card designed by Presentation Sisters is now available for purchase. The design is shown on the right-hand side and contains wording from a poem by Sr. Raphael Considine underneath the image of the crib with the Presentation lamp. The back of the card contains information about Nano Nagle and wording inside reads, very simply, Happy Christmas.

The cards can be purchased online by clicking here. Just specify your name, your address and the number of packs you want and they will be sent to you by post, anywhere in the world. An invoice will be included and you are asked to pay on receipt, adding the cost of postage (count the value of the stamps on the envelope!) to the cost of the cards.
	Birinus - Creating a New Hope for the Future

	


Saint Joseph’s Community Project Nechells: In recent years the Government has emphasised the importance of working with Faith Communities to regenerate deprived communities, especially in inner city areas. The Government has acknowledged that Faith Communities play a significant role in accessing, through their members and location, sections of society that other agencies and programmes find hard to reach.

They are prepared to fund Faith Communities who are engaging and collaborating with the wider community in their local area. In 2004 Birinus (a not-for-profit company), now registered as a Charity, was set up to work in partnership with the Archdiocese of Birmingham to develop activities of the Church that serve the wider community. Birinus can also draw down public, trust and charitable funding for Parish Projects and ensure accountability. Mgr. McHugh is the executive director of Birinus and, having become aware of the work we were involved with to create new hope in this under-resourced and socially isolated area of Saint Joseph’s Parish in Nechells, he decided to use our work as a pilot scheme for Birinus.

We needed new and improved premises to develop the Saint Joseph’s Community Project - the aim of which is to address the high level of social deprivation in Nechells. Having written a Project Description, a Feasibility study of the area, a Business Plan and finally a Lottery Bid we succeeded in obtaining a grant from the National Lottery for £204.000. Most of this funding is to pay a Project Worker for four years and £50,000 is to improve the inadequate building by Saint Joseph’s Church.

Since June 1st this year the Project Worker has been in place and is moving the project forward. On Saturday 20th September last it was with great joy and delight that the new premises was blessed by Bishop Pargeter and officially opened by the Lord Mayor of Birmingham, who is also one of our local councillors. The sun shone down on the Parishioners, representatives of the wider community, representatives of different Faith communities, local business men and others connected with Birinus and Saint Joseph’s Church.

The local people were really pleased that at last the long-awaited new premises are available for use. All of this could not have taken place without the co-operation of Fr Gerry, our local parish priest, the Sisters, Birinus and the local people and the wider community. [Sister Catherine O’Neill]
	Student Perspective on School Attack in Pakistan

	An Irish student has written to the Irish Times about the attack on our school in Sangota, Swat, Pakistan. She highlights the benefits of a Presentation education which promotes the development of each individual and bemoans the denial of the same opportunity to the students of the school in Pakistan.

Her letter may be seen online. Her school, St. Joseph's College in Lucan, is a Presentation school of the Northern Province in Ireland, now under the trusteeship of CEIST.



	Jubilee at Ryde, England

	On Saturday 4th October there was a Jubilee Mass at St Mary’s Church, Ryde to celebrate 60 years of Presentation Sisters in Ryde. It was a wonderful occasion which began with Mass concelebrated by 7 Priests. Fr John Catlin, who has recently moved from Ryde, returned as principal Celebrant and gave a heartfelt Homily.

As the first reading was Ecclesiastes 3:1-11, he took the theme: ‘There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under heaven’. In 1948 it was the time for the Sisters to come to Ryde – today it was a time for thanksgiving for all the good things the Sisters have achieved in Ryde during those 60 years. “A time to look back at what you have done and a time to look at what you are doing now.” “A time to look forward in Faith, Hope and in Courage; a time to look forward with the assurance that you have a future in which, whatever you do, you can be happy that God will not withhold his love from you.”

Sisters from Manchester, Matlock, Redditch, Leicester and London travelled across the Solent to help us celebrate this happy occasion. Many Parishioners joined us for the Mass and then accepted the invitation to continue the celebration in the Convent where the tables were laden with party food. It was a splendid day and enjoyed by all.To mark the occasion, an Icon of Nano Nagle was given to the Parish in thanksgiving. This was reciprocated by Fr. Anthony Glaysher, the new Parish Priest, presenting the Sisters with a Papal Blessing in recognition of 60 years work within the Parish of Ryde.

Background to Ryde Convent: The property adjoining St Mary’s Church, Ryde, became a Convent in the latter years of the 19th century. Records show that in 1881 it had been a draper’s shop, with living accommodation above it but the Census Returns for 1891 reveal that the premises was then occupied by seven nuns, all in their early twenties, except for one aged thirty-two. Apparently these enterprising young women had come from the Convent of the Sisters of Mercy in Abingdon, to establish a school on the Isle of Wight. About the end of the century they left for ‘pastures new’ in Guernsey. The vacated property in Ryde was then taken over by the Sisters of the Cross, who undertook the care of the Parish Church and the headships of St Mary’s and the Independent School.

After nearly fifty years that community decided to move to East Cowes - to a house with large grounds – with the intention of opening a Finishing School there. Both these Orders have left pleasing reminders of their sojourn in Ryde. A beautiful outdoor statue of Our Lady surrounded by children is the legacy of the Mercy Nuns. The French influence of the house and the many crosses above the school remind us of the Sisters of the Cross.

The year 1947 was one of political upheavals in India, where the Presentation Order had many large schools, an orphanage, a training college and two hospitals. Fearing that the dangerous situation would compel the nuns to leave the country, the Mother General was anxious to provide a suitable home for them, preferably in the south of England rather than the colder north, where the Order was well established.

By a strange coincidence, or perhaps by God’s providence, one of the Sisters saw a request published in the ‘Universe’ asking for a community of nuns to come to Ryde to teach and care for the Church. Enquiries were soon underway and after much correspondence it transpired that the property at Ryde could be purchased by the Order. The transaction went ahead and, in September 1948, five Sisters arrived from the north to take up residence in Ryde.

At that time St Mary’s was an all-age school and the Independent School was sadly depleted in numbers. However, undaunted, the Sisters entered wholeheartedly into this challenging enterprise. It is good to relate that since that time ten Sisters have taught in St Mary’s and an equal number have cared for the Church.

St Thérèse Independent School began to flourish, a new science block was built and the school was recognised by the Ministry of Education in 1964.

The usual academic subjects were taught to ‘A’ Level, the Physical Education department hired a hockey pitch and the Meades Tennis club, and the Arts employed teachers who specialised in Music, Dancing, Speech and Drama. The girls were encouraged to play their part in the social life of the Island and competed very successfully in the Isle of Wight Festival, in the Rotary Club French-Speaking Competition and in the Tennyson Festival (in times past a yearly event).

In 1969 the demolished of war-damaged cottages enabled another tennis court to be added to the grounds. In 1972 ‘Fiveways’ was purchased to provide for the ever-growing Kindergarten and Junior School, which by then were educating children from past-pupils. 

The 1980’s saw a big change in Religious Life. Vocations became practically non-existent and numerous convents and schools run by Religious Congregations began to close. St Thérèse School was one of them.

Almost immediately the buildings were leased by the Isle of Wight County Council for use as a ‘Teachers Centre’. When that lease expired in July 1996, the property was let to the Isle of Wight College for Further Education. It became known as ‘The Isle of Wight College Ryde Centre’ and was used to provide educational courses for mature students – particularly management courses. It was also an Adult Education Centre. In 1998 the Sisters celebrated 50 years in Ryde with a Concelebrated Mass of Thanksgiving.

When the Isle of Wight College discontinued using the school buildings the Sisters decided to sell the entire complex and buy a smaller house. The Diocese was approached and it was discovered that a covenant on part of the building prevented the sale. The resolution was to hand it back to the Diocese and rent the property to provide a home for the Sisters. The remainder of the school would then be put on the market in the hope that a property developer would bring it new life. Various plans to develop and refurbish the site have been discussed but to date none have come to fruition. The Sisters still occupy the property on the High Street. 

As regards the future, we believe ‘It is all in the power of the Almighty; we do not know what is best for us and so ought to be resigned to the Divine Will’. These are the words of our foundress, Nano Nagle.



Sr. Maureen Remembered
The news of Sr. Maureen Costelloe’s death was received with deep sadness in Jhelum, Pakistan. Sr. Maureen had spent two terms here so she was very well known and much appreciated. Many tears were shed as people recalled their memories of how she had worked in the school, how the extension had been built under her direction and, above all, they remembered her many kindnesses to them in times of sickness, bereavement and hardship. Together with the parish priest at the time, Sr. Maureen saw the need for a Senior School for Christian  boys as the boys from our Primary school had nowhere to go when they finished Class 5 here. Consequently, St. Thomas’ High School was built, which continues to provide Education up to Matriculation standard.

On Sunday morning the Parish Mass in Our Lady of Fatima Church was offered for the repose of her soul. In school on Monday, the affection the teachers felt for her was obvious in the way they prepared the children for the morning Assemblies – on Tuesday morning in the Girls’ section and on Wednesday morning in the Boys’ section. At these Assemblies, as well as the prayers, there were also tributes in song and story from those teachers who had taught with her or were students during her time as Principal here.

Among the latter was Sr. Riffat who is the Principal here now and who told us how privileged she feels following in Sr. Maureen’s footsteps. On the stage was a photo of Sr. Maureen, adorned with flowers and a lighted candle. After the Assembly, this was placed outside the Office door where it remained for the day. After school the teachers took it to the Church where they had arranged for Mass to be offered for Sister that evening. At this Mass special prayers were said and further tributes paid.

It was touching to see the influence one life well lived can have on so many people. Obviously Sr. Maureen was exemplary in her dedication and commitment, her care for people and her generosity. She made a tremendous contribution to education in Jhelum where her name will live on for generations to come.  I have every reason to believe that similar tributes are being paid to her in the others areas of Pakistan where she lived and worked. (Sr. Bridie Walsh)
	Time-Out With a Difference

	August 20th - 24th was 'time-out' for a group of women from all walks of life who travelled to the Presentation holiday house in Ballinskelligs, Co. Kerry.  The event was facilitated by Kathleen Quinlan PBVM and Bernie McCaffrey.

Each day brought varied Ritual, visits to nearby sites and lots of time to Dance. The sun even shone and many took to the water. The beauty of the place was enhanced, not only by the sunshine, but also by the quality of sharing in the group and by the enrichment of the Dance and Ritual. It was truly a good place to be. The following reflection was sent to each of us before we travelled west.

A Place To Sit (by Kabir)
Don't go outside your house to see flowers.

My friend, don't bother with that excursion.

Inside your body there are flowers.

One flower has a thousand petals.

That will do for a place to sit.

Sitting there you will have a glimpse of beauty

Inside the body and out of it before gardens and after gardens.



	Would You Permit Me?

	The following poem appeared in the Pakistan newspaper The News International on 21st September 2008. 

Would you Permit Me?  is written by the poet Nizar Qabbani - born in Syria in 1923 and died in 1998.

When he was 15, his 25- year- old sister committed suicide because she could not marry the man she loved. During her funeral he decided to fight the social conditions he saw as causing her death. In the light of the present situation in Pakistan, the poem was offered to readers in order to reflect and ponder:

In a country where thinkers are assassinated and writers considered infidels and books are burnt, in societies that refuse the other and force silence on mouths and thoughts forbidden and to question is a sin, I must beg your pardon, would you permit me?

Would you permit me to bring up my children as I want, and not to dictate on me your whims and orders?

Would you permit me to teach my children that religion is first to God, and not for religious leaders or scholars or people?

Would you permit me to teach my little one that religion is about good manners, good behaviour, good conduct, honesty and truthfulness, before I teach her with which foot to enter the bathroom or with which hand she should eat?

Would your permit me to teach my daughter that God is about love, and she can dialogue with Him and ask Him anything she wants, far away from the teaching of anyone?

Would you permit me not to mention the torture of the grave to my children, who do not know about death yet?

Would you permit me to teach my daughter the tenets of the religion and its culture and manners, before I force on her the “Hijab” (the veil)?

Would you permit me to tell my young son that hurting people and degrading them because of their nationality, colour or religion, is considered a big sin by God?

Would you permit me to tell my daughter that revising her homework and paying attention to her learning is considered by God as more useful and important than learning by heart verses from the Quran without knowing their meaning?

Would you permit me to teach my son that following the footsteps of the Honourable Prophet begins with his honesty, loyalty and truthfulness, before his beard or how short his thobe (long shirt/dress) is?

Would your permit me to tell my daughter that her Christian friend is not an infidel, and ask her not to cry fearing her friend will go to hell?

Would you permit me to argue, that God did not authorize anyone on earth after the Prophet, to speak in his name nor did he vest any powers in anyone to issue “deeds of forgiveness” to people?

Would you permit me to say, that God has forbidden killing the human spirit and who kills wrongly a human being is as if he killed all human kind and no Moslem has the right to frighten another Moslem?

Would you permit me to teach my children that God is greater, more just, and more merciful than all the (religious) scholars on earth combined?  And that His standards are different from the standards of those trading religion and that His accountability is kinder and more merciful? Would you permit me?


	International Presentation Association

	The International Presentation Association is a networking of the various congregations of PBVM women, including the Union of Presentation Sisters, the Conference of Presentation Sisters of North America, and the Australian Society. The Goal of the IPA is to foster unity and to enable collaboration for the sake of mission. Each congregation freely chooses to become part of the Association, which was established in 1988.


	Reflection on Cosmic Principles and Life

	In a day’s workshop called “Belonging to the Cosmos,” Alexandra Kovats, CSJP presented the three cosmic principles outlined by Brian Swimme and Thomas Berry in the book entitled “The Universe Story” (San Francisco: Harper, 1992, p 66-79).  Alexandra has given oral permission to use the material she presented in the workshop.  It is the basis of the following reflection.

Reader 1:
There is in the universe a seemingly inherent differentiation . . .

It is the cosmic principle that manifests outwardly,

Creating time and space, encompassing variety and complexity;

Bursting into a diversity that is as colorful as it is incomprehensible.

Invitation:
Find a spot where you are surrounded by a display of diverse creation . . . 

feel the heat of the sun on your face, the breeze winding through your hair, the raindrop falling on your hand

listen to the birds singing, the dogs barking, the sounds of passing vehicles, the whistling of the wind, the laughter of children and adults 

smell the flowers, the food cooking next door, the excrement of stray animals, the sun-dried clothes

touch the greenness of the leaves, the blades of grass, the trunk of a tree, the face of a little baby, the roughness or smoothness of stone

taste the fruit juices, the vegetables, the “strange” food

look around you . . . look up, look below . . .

really look . . . deeply look . . .

Can you see?  What do you see?

Reflection:
How do you see differentiation in your life … in your unit … in the 
congregation … in other religious congregations … in the church … in all of cosmos?


How do you celebrate it?


How do you accept it?

Reader 2:
Each creature has the capacity for autopoiesis, the cosmic principle that refers to the innate capacity of each being for interiority . . . subjectivity . . . “withinness.”  It is the ability of all creation for self-formation, self-organization . . . the ability of each being to become itself.

Invitation:
Hold an acorn in your hand.  Look at it closely.  What do you see?  

Imagine its capability . . .

Behold the potential of its becoming an oak . . .

Is there anything you can do to stop it from coming to its fullest potential?  Is there anything you can do to nurture its coming into its fullest being?

Reflection:
How do I enhance my autopoietic unfolding?



How do I cherish others’ capacity to become?



What are the implications of this principle in our formation processes?



How are we called to be celebrants, advocates and defenders of life?

Reader 3:
There is a communion in all of reality.  It is the cosmic principle that expresses interdependence and interconnectedness of all creation from the very beginning.  Everything is related to everything that has been, is and will ever be.  Through this principle, relationship is perceived as the essence of being and becoming.

Invitation:
Notice your breathing . . .

Merely pay attention to how it affects your body as you breathe in . . .

Envision where the air you inhale comes from, 

the trees that give the oxygen,

the sun and rain and the soil nutrients nourishing the trees,

the process of photosynthesis . . .

Picture your breath sustaining your life . . .

Observe your body as you breathe out . . .

Visualize the sustenance your breath gives to other life forms . . .

Envisage the circle of life that connects, intersects, communes . . .

Reflection:
How do I celebrate communion in my life?

How do I incarnate the intricate web of relationships in the universe?

What do my daily choices and living say about communion?

What do I/we need to let go so that something new may happen?

Reader 4:
These cosmic principles do not stand on their own.  They are not separate.  Rather, they dance together, flowing in and out of each other.


Which cosmic principle is most familiar to me on this particular point of my journey?  How is that evidenced in my life?


Which cosmic principle invites me to further growth?  What attitudes and behavior might support such growth? 

“Every creature is a word of God.” – Meister Eckhart.  

When we diminish any creature, we diminish the word of God.



	Bloom – Building Global Solidarity

	Comhlámh, in alliance with the Africa Centre, Debt and Development Coalition and Latin America Solidarity Centre, host a conference on movement building and global solidarity. We will have a series of exciting events taking place over the weekend including workshops, panel discussions with activist speakers from the Global South and Ireland, music and much more! Mark the date down in your diary now!

You are invited to celebrate the launch of Bloom and hear words of inspiration on movement building from internationally renowned activists- Oscar Olivera from Bolivia, Njoki Njehu from kenya and Eyad Burnat from Palestine. The launch and associated workshops takes place on 7th November 2008 from 7 pm to 10 pm at the Cultivate Centre, 15 Essex Street West, Temple Bar, Dublin 2. Bloom’s First Activist Forum, Movement Building for Global Justice, takes place the following day, Saturday 8th November 2008, at The Teachers Club, 36 Parnell Square West, Dublin 1 from 10am to 6pm.

Comhlámh (pronounced ‘co-law-ve', Irish for ‘solidarity') is a member and supporter organisation open to anyone interested in social justice, human rights and global development issues. Why not visit their website here.


	The Earth & Religious Life

	What have farmers to do with being Religious?  Well, during a conference organized by Virginia McCall PBVM, in Lusaka, Zambia,  for Religious involved in farming and agriculture, we grew in awareness that the future of the Earth and the future of religious life are so intimately connected. As Thomas Berry has rightly said “Future generations need to be religious within the context of the Earth Community”.

The great work before us is the renewal of the Earth and to experience the Earth as a place of encounter with the divine. This, I feel, is what happened at the conference from 20th. to 23rd. of August, at Kalundu Study Centre.  About 30 sisters from different Congregations attended the Conference which was facilitated by Brigit, Inez and Prema, three Presentation Sisters living and working in Zambia.

It was inspiring and encouraging to see such a number of Religious women in Zambia being committed to organic farming, sustainable development, and care of the Earth. Above all it was our first attempt to break out of our separateness and come together for this great cause. The finances and inspiration behind this wonderful undertaking wa Sr. Joyce Mayer PBVM from South Dakota, U.S.A. who also supported us by her  presence at this conference.

We have planned for a follow up conference of a similar nature where we will have more experience of practical skills in sustainable development and professional guidance. [Brigit]


	Ecology Workshop in Pakistan

	'What is this life if full of care, We have no time to stop and stare'

This is really true; life has become so busy that one has hardly time to step aside from life’s hustle and bustle to spend even a short while with creation and see the beauty around us. As St.Thomas Aquinas says, 'If we don’t understand creation correctly, we can’t hope to understand God correctly.' We can experience God deeply and come to know Him through creation by spending time with and caring for it.

I came to know that creation is so much part of my life and being when Sr.Rozie and I attended a workshop during the summer on Ecology. The week-long workshop was organized by the Columban Justice and Peace Commission of Lahore. It was a time to grow in wonder, awe and gratitude for all of the gifts of creation, as God’s revelation. The main purpose of the week was to spend time with creation reflectively, and to respect and reverence it in our daily lives. It also helped us to accept the other elements of creation as family members which are often neglected, misused and wounded by human beings.

We went for creation walks, had a cosmic walk, and did many exercises especially designed to deepen our awareness of Mother Earth and all her members. As Coleridge says, 'Earth, with her thousand voices, praises God.' We started listening to those voices. Every day we concluded with an evening reflection or a Eucharistic Celebration and brought creation to the Eucharistic table as well. This workshop also taught us many different skills so that we can organize programmes on Ecology with our Sisters, teachers, children and co-workers. We came back refreshed with more knowledge about Ecology and reverence for all creation.

In the same spirit we had a session on Ecology with the Sisters of our own Province in Murree after the retreat. During the day we prayed, discussed and reflected on various members of creation. We started the day with morning prayer which was based on creation. Sr.Rozie also shared the story of the creation of the universe as seen through the eyes of a scientist. We realized that the story of creation in the Bible and according to Science is the same story. It is just a different way of looking at it and describing it.

The session was continued with exercises and power point presentations. We finished the day with group work in which each community had to plan how they would integrate Ecology into their community life. Each group came up with wonderful ideas and plans. All communities agreed with Joyce Rupp that, 'We need to be with the earth, listen to her humming in the music of her creatures, sway with her dancing in the branches of trees, embrace the ebb and flow of her seas, breath in the fresh air of her mornings and the mellow  scent of her flowers'. We wish our participants well as they seek to further integrate Ecology into the life of their communities. [Sr. Shazia Lal]
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