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	TOIR - 2009

	TOIR 2009, a joint pilgrimage experience by the Presentation Sisters, the Presentation Brothers and the Christian Brothers took place from 12 July 2009 to 5 Aug 2009.

Week 1: The TOIR Programme 2009 has just completed its first week at Emmaus Retreat Centre, Swords, Co. Dublin. Forty one participants,28 women and 13 men, representing eleven countries are participating. The countries represented are India, Pakistan, Philippines, Brazil, Peru, Australia, Newfoundland, Ghana, Zambia, America, England, Ireland. 
All the participants had arrived by supper time – 6.30 pm - on Sunday, 12th July. The cacophony of accents was the first surprise and it took some time to begin to understand one another!. At 7.30 pm there was an introductory liturgy after which there was a welcoming social evening. Monday and Tuesday were spent bonding the group into a working and supportive community. By Wednesday, it was obvious, that the bonding had begun. Derek Poole was the guest speaker for Wednesday and Thursday. His inputs were most provocative, educational and challenging. On Thursday afternoon the group went into Swords. Guided by directions and suggestions of Derek’s they undertook a meditative walk through the shops and streets.

Fr Peter Mc Verry SJ, came to share his lived experience and his accumulated wisdom with us on Friday. His sharings made a deep impression on all. The group left feeling challenged, inspired and most uncomfortable. The social committee organised a get together for the night. Songs were sung, dancing was enjoyed, and many stories were related.

 Saturday was spent in small groups after which there was a plenary session. The sharing of the plenary session related to how the group had experienced the week. The sentiments expressed indicated very strongly that the week has been most beneficial and positive for all. There was a diaspora of the group after the dinner. All are expected to return tomorrow, Sunday.

Week 2: Week two of TOIR focussed on the lives and times of Nano and Edmund.  The prayer that began the week encouraged us to explore the gifts that each of us personally found in our founders.  A presentation on the historical background of the Eighteenth Century was made by Daire Keough who noted that during the time of the Penal Laws the Catholic Church in Ireland became more and more a people’s Church, apostolic in nature.  However, when the Penal Laws were repealed, the Church adopted the rulings of the Council of Trent, and the Church became more institutional.  

Using quotes from various historical documents, Presentation Sister Claude Meagher developed the story of Nano Nagle.  She particularly highlighted how Nano dealt with the multitude of challenges that faced her from Protestant and Catholic alike. Daire Keogh returned to relate the story of Edmund.  He commented time and again about the difficulty in distinguishing story from fact for particular events.  For some of our most familiar stories he claimed he could find no historical basis and so left the determination of such to the individual.

One afternoon was spent on an historic tour of Dublin.  The group visited George’s Hill, O’Connell Schools, and the Lantern Centre at Synge Street.  All the sites provided new insights into the past and present of the foundations established by Edmund and Nano.

Presentation Brother Bede Minehane provided a PowerPoint presentation entitled Family Ties which was well placed toward the end of this week.  It helped visually pull together a number of loose ends that had been generated in the group’s mind during the week.  It also provided a good context for next week’s pilgrimage to Waterford and Cork. Derek Poole returned to help the group pull together the activities and input of the previous two weeks.  He provided additional material to his presentation regarding the relationship of the city and the wilderness from the previous week.  As a final summary he broke the group into national groupings and invited us to consider how we experienced the work of Nano and Edmund in our local area; and how we feel it could be better experienced.  The results provided food for thought and prayer.



	Jubilee Experience at Ballygriffin

	“Someday, after mastering the winds, the waves, the tides and gravity, we shall harness for God the energies of love, and then, for a second time in the history of the world, humanity will have discovered FIRE.” Teilhard de Chardin. Through this news item we are delighted to share with you gleanings from the eight days of Celebration at Nano Nagle Centre, Ballygriffin as we honoured the 225th Anniversary of Nano’s death. Our hearts savour the joy of experiencing the Presence of the Divine and the favour of God on the entire celebration.

Those who are familiar with the ever changing weather of Ireland, will understand what we mean when we say that the favour of God was tangible even by the fact that we had glorious weather throughout the week, even on days when the forecast was predicted as being otherwise! This made it possible for us to enjoy the major section of the celebration that was planned outdoors. Indeed, this entire celebration has been a grace filled, joyous and inspiring experience both for those who participated in this event and for the team that facilitated it.

This time of reflection, remembrance, ritual, re-discovery and re-commitment began with the gathering of 26 Presentation Sisters from across the globe on the 19th of June.  The whole event was enhanced by the gracious Presence of Betty Rae Lee and Lois Greene, two of our Sisters from Newfoundland who joined the Team: Frances Crowe, Paula Buckley, Mary Casey, Anne Lyons, Alba Rodrigues and the Staff in facilitating the eight days experience. We were accompanied by Fr. Brian Grogan S.J. whose supportive presence as liturgist for the week was greatly appreciated.

The beauty of the entire programme lay in the variety of strands that were woven together as God’s Spirit led us on this amazing spiralling journey outwards and inwards as we engaged with varied aspects of our Presentation Story, The Cosmic Story and our own Sacred Stories. The first two days were devoted to graced encounters with different aspects of  Nano’s Life. Input sessions on the influences that impacted Nano’s life and a pilgrimage to the different places that were associated with her Sacred Story, brought us in touch with the privilege of situating in space and time the life of Nano and the challenges of Penal Times. The dynamics of these two days also provided us with an opportunity to touch into the beauty and depth of our own personal stories. A meaningful liturgy was part of the pilgrim journey that culminated with the breaking of Bread at the Mass Rock, a place of rustic beauty that drew us all into a deeply spiritual space within and made the day memorable.

Having got in touch with the foundational experiences that shaped Nano’s life and our own personal stories, we took time during the next two days to reflect on our place in the whole Cosmic Story and Christian Story. This was done through the creative medium of symbols, ritual, song and movement. The wonderful Audio-visual “Fire on the Rock” provided us with the graced opportunity to honour the Presentation Women who have gone before us. Among those specially honoured were Nano and her first companions especially Angela Collins, the Sisters who made their first missionary journey out of Ireland to Newfoundland and all the Foundresses of the different countries across the globe. The Presence of the whole Cosmic Community past, present and future was tangibly felt as we welcomed them into our gathering. This experience was ritualised in the Indian Rite Eucharistic Celebration that brought the experience together through symbols and gestures that was a feast to the five senses.

Our pilgrim journey to Cork City and to the grave of Nano accompanied by a meaningful celebration of the Eucharist there, was another important strand of our Celebration. For many of the sisters who had traversed the globe, the visit to Nano’s Birth Place and final resting place for the first time, was indeed a moving experience.

As Presentation Family we are always invited to journey one pace beyond! The one pace beyond in our 225th Celebrations led us to an experience of table fellowship as we took time on three occasions to connect with the wider community. The colourful celebration of the Summer Solstice on Sunday, the 21st of June was an occasion for the participants to meet the people of the parish and the surrounding towns. A Concert on Tuesday evening with items from both our National  Schools – a pageant on the life of Nano Nagle by the children of Killavullen and a rendition of  traditional Irish music and song by the  students of Ballygown was a source of joy. The evening concluded with hymns and songs from the parish choir. 

The Open Day on Friday was an occasion to meet many Sisters and Friends of Nano who took the time to gather at Ballygriffin to celebrate Nano. We were also privileged to have with us the whole Congregational Leadership Team. The day began with workshops that participants were free to attend and ended with a Concert.  The highlight of the day was an inspiring session by Terry our Congregational Leader. She spoke of the Fire and engaged us with the prophetic invitation of lighting the Fire a second time!

For the participants of the eight-day programme, Terry’s talk was a graced moment when the one theme that ran through, permeated and wove the whole programme together surfaced once again as the symbol of Fire... It was as if we were being drawn as a Congregation into a new Pentecost Experience!

On the final Day the experiences of the week were gathered up in a beautiful Prayer Trail which was created by all who participated in the 225th Celebrations. It was indeed a fitting way to mark the Anniversary Celebrations. We look forward to having this Prayer Trail as a feature that honours the Centre as a place of Heritage and Spirituality. People who walk this trail will hopefully have an opportunity to glimpse and perhaps delve more deeply into the spirituality that animated Nano’s Life. It will also be an occasion to reflect on how these perennial spiritual values can nourish and sustain us in our time. We are delighted that it has been created with the valuable contribution of the Presentation Family across the globe.

The 225th Celebration concluded on 27th June with a ritual of light during which the Sisters were commissioned to return to their respective countries, bearing the light to their respective countries.

The whole experience of this 8 day Celebration at Nano’s Birth Place can be summed up in Raphael Consedine’s beautiful poem – NOW-




In the aeons of time 

there came a moment 

when God said: 

“ NOW!”

Light sprang from darkness,

order from chaos, 

and where there was no life before 

life teemed.

God saw that it was – GOOD!

So every once in a while

God does it again 

God’s “NOW” breaks planets open,

bursts stars apart,

Shifts the continental plates, 

moves mountains and valleys,

melts the icecaps, 

sends forth the Sun.

It is incredibly disturbing – 

adjusting, adapting,

Stoking the fires of passion 

for God’s endless possibilities.

But a Word keeps calling: 

“LIFE!” Be in it with me,

any moment, every moment, 

Alert for God’s “NOW!”
	Remembering Mother Earth…..


Listening to the cry of Mother Earth.......Pledging to protect her for posterity

World Environment Day for us at Aashray Abhiyan has been another opportunity to create awareness among the city dwellers in Patna.  Our team had long begun the preparation for this.  Reflections on how to make the day action oriented by doing something and giving a clear message to our people that we are endangering our own lives, becoming selfish and not thinking of how our children will survive in the future. The process began some time ago.  Last year our city faced water logging due to the abuse of plastic. Drains were choked and people had to face immense trauma.  To counter this we decided to stitch cloth bags and then see how we could campaign on that.  The other issue was the need for planting trees. While all realize that trees are the life blood of any city, we wanted to take specific action on this to send this message across to people.  Water was a third issue as there are many areas where clean drinking water is not available, and during the summer heat people do not have access to water, to beat the heat.  We wanted to focus on these areas for this year.

On the 5th June 2009 we were enthused about our program.  It most interesting to see our people calling up and asking,”Didi - what time do we have to come to Gandhi Maidan".  That is the spot where we gather and demonstrate.  It was scorching hot and we were quite apprehensive, but the big strong tree under which we would sit was always there to give us protection.  As we began to put up our posters, spread the durries and got the people to sit, the heavens opened and light drops of rain began to fall.  We prayed that the sky would hold for some time or else how would we continue. 
The program began by at least three people from the community addressing the gathering and also giving the message to all the passersby as to why we had gathered?  Many did question us about this, and it was an opportunity to spread the message.  We had also printed pamphlets to distribute among the people.  The pamphlet explained what each of them could do to save Mother Earth.  The 200 saplings on the cart also drew the attention of the crowds.  What are we going to do?  It was for free and so people were invited to come and take a sapling and plant it in their home. We made sure to prepare a list of the people who carried the plant along with them.  We had cloth bags made which we sold for Rs. 5.00 each. As the people carried the sapling they also had a bag to put it into.  People were encouraged to use the cloth bag when they go to the market to buy vegetables.

While this went on, slogans were shouted:  Plant trees and obtain oxygen; Mother Earth’s cry is – plant trees and enjoy healthy lives;  Green Bihar safe Earth.  The media came to cover the program as women and men held the saplings in their hands and shouted out slogans to generate awareness among the public.  Pamphlets were distributed and people were informed about the harm and danger of the use of plastic.  They were nodding their heads as they began to approve of what was being communicated.  Women being in the forefront were also both appropriate and very Indian: our rich cultural heritage seeing Earth as Mother, with the analogy of birth, fertility and nurturing of children and life.  

At the end of the program, with the right hand outstretched we pledged to save all trees and oppose the cutting of trees; not to use plastic but carry cloth bags to the market; to use water sparingly and not leave taps open and let the water to overflow.  We distributed 200 saplings of five varieties of plants, sold 100 cloth bags and also promoted homemade detergent.

We pray that this message will go home to our people and that we will take it as our religious duty to protect Mother Earth.  With a song to oppose all kinds of pollution and destroying Mother Earth the program came to an end. 

[Article originally written for Connections India (Issue No. 57 July 2009) – the newsletter produced by the IPA network in India. For more information contact: ipanetworkindia@gmail.com ]                        

	Many Small Steps Can Make a Difference

	At a meeting of Presentation Associates in England in July 2009, members discussed paper two of the "Call of Creation" series. As a practical response they listed nine energy saving/environmental actions to attempt from now on. 

1. Don't use the tumble dryer; 2. No more plastic shopping bags; 3. Re-use any other plastic bags.

4. Shower instead of taking a bath; 5. Cook all vegetables in one pan; 6. Cook larger quantities of stews etc. and keep for another meal; 7. If using immersion heater boil water in kettle for washing up; 8. Try having one meat free day a week; 9. Buy more locally produced food, or the nearest possible to home, thus saving air miles. [Anne Cleary, Associate]



	Update from Fang, Thailand

	Sr. Salome has sent an update from Fang in Thailand. Srs Chitra Varghese, Josephine James and Salome Joseph comprise the community in Thailand. Sr Chitra arrived in the country earlier in the year and is currently learning Thai in Chang Mai but she is a regular and welcome visitor to Fang.  

In June the Fang Community celebrated the Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ at the Mission Centre and, as part of the celebration, they enjoyed their first ever procession. Like King David singing and dancing in Jubilation in front of the Arc of the covenant, the Grade One children led the procession paying floral tribute in dance to the Blessed Sacrament. When Sr. Chitra joined us for the weekend in Fang she participated in the church feast day celebration in an Akha village and after mass shared the feast day meal in the catechist's house. 

Sr. Josephine James works at the mission centre in Fang. Every week, a team of 10 secondary students from the mission centre and a catechist go to six villages, - 2 or 3 students to a village depending on the number of students in the village - to teach Catechism and Bible stories. Every Sunday they prepare the lesson and the teaching aids for the week with the help of Sr. Salome.

Some of the children in the villages who have disabilities are supported by the Fang mission. Athu, who lives in Padeng village needs full time care. His uncle takes care of him while his parents go to work for daily wages.


	New Novices in the Phillipines

	Three young women in the Philippine Vice-Province were admitted to the Novitiate on 24th May 2009 in Himamaylan Convent, Himamaylan City.  They are Cynthia Pajaro, Marylene Florentino, and Julia Tabafa.  All three of them are teachers. 
Cynthia worked with the Rural Missionaries of the Philippines where we are affiliated and taught the farmers’ children in the mountain of Pediakway, Don Salvador Benedicto.  She is from La Carlota City, Negros Occidental. Marylene taught in our kinder school,  the  Nano Nagle Child Care and Learning Center in Himamaylan City for more than five years before she decided to join us.  She is from Himamaylan City, Negros Occidental.  Julia, on the other hand taught in a public school in Cavite City, Northern part of the Philippines.  She is from Tubungan, in the Province of Iloilo.

These three young women have generously said "YES” to continue their journey into Novitiate as they heed the call following the footsteps of Nano.  Through a reflective and moving ceremony prepared by Sr. Elizabeth and themselves, they were accepted to the Novitiate.  The Sisters were all there to welcome them and to offer them support and encouragement.  The ceremony was followed by a hearty snack prepared by Himamaylan Community. On 2nd June 2009, they officially moved to the Novitiate House in Sitio Son-oc, Lahug, Cebu City.  In that house by the foot of the hill, an intense journey has begun for them. [Sr. Neneth, Novice Mistress]


South Presentation Launch Newsletter
The Presentation Centre at South Presentation Cork has launched a Newsletter. The Newsletter has been developed to keep interested persons informed about their work.
	Seal the Deal - Add Your Signature

	The United Nations-led Seal the Deal Campaign aims to galvanize political will and public support for reaching a comprehensive global climate agreement in Copenhagen in December.

Climate change affects us all. Nine out of every ten disasters recorded are now climate related. That is a scarey fact. Rising temperatures and more frequent floods, droughts and storms are impacting millions of people’s lives. And set against the backdrop of global warming is a global financial crisis. Clearly, planet Earth needs our attention.

On December 7, world leaders will gather in Copenhagen, Denmark, to respond to one of the greatest challenges facing humanity: climate change and sustainable economic growth. But how to protect the planet and create a green economy that will lead to long-term prosperity? The negotiations in Copenhagen will need to answer this question. Our existence depends on it.

Reaching a deal by the time the meeting ends on December 18 will depend not only on political negotiations but also on public pressure from around the globe. Public support must be galvanized. To do this, the United Nations has launched “Seal the Deal”, a campaign that encourages users to sign an online, global petition which will be presented to world leaders. The petition will serve as a reminder that world leaders must negotiate a fair, balanced and effective agreement in Copenhagen, and that they must seal a deal to power green growth, protect our planet and build a more sustainable, prosperous global economy that will benefit all nations and all people.  You can add your signature by visiting the website.


	Eleanor E. Yates - Muralist

	The artist who painted the Nano Nagle Mural in Dingle is Eleanor E. Yates. The work was commissioned by the Díseart Institute of Education and Celtic Culture which operates from the old Presentation Convent in Dingle. Noel Keating, Communications Person for the Congregation, met up with the artist to find out more about her fascinating life and work.

Ms. Yates says that she loves to paint just for the sake of painting, but her priority is painting murals in places of worship, as well as in poverty stricken schools and neighbourhoods. Her greatest ideal is inspiring imagination, joy and conscience on a broad scale through visual storytelling. She finds an unmatched sense of meaning and wonder in projects that involve “investigating, absorbing, visualizing and then bringing heroic stories to life, right alongside those who live by the stories.” 

She has dedicated herself to the non-profit sector and often works for months at a time designing, planning and painting the murals. For example, the Nano Nagle mural in Dingle represents at least four months work. In between such projects, she collaborates with other muralists, assisting in the creation of extremely large murals. Her fee for such collaboration supports her non-profit ventures.

Nomadic Lifestyle: Ms. Yates leads a nomadic lifestyle, moving from project to project; she has no permanent base. Her nomadic way of life began as a temporary venture. After graduating from college, she began a process of seeking out the best muralists to learn from. Eventually she moved to Philadelphia to work with the muralist Meg Saligman.

Over time she came to realise that the nomadic lifestyle was very conducive to successful murals. It kept her feet firmly on the ground, rooted in the community in which she was working. She found that the best of ideas and the greatest stories, (whether they describe heroes, victories and dreams, or tragedies, hardships and battles) come to her informally, often haphazardly; they arose often from passers-by, or from the grocery man, rather than from formal planned community meetings.

After a time she began to realise she had developed a livelihood that involved a great deal of travel – she was entirely dependent on where the next project came from. Initially her work took her on many journeys across Colorado and Philadelphia and even to Ireland. Before long she had added Iowa, California, Gambia (Africa), Italy, and Thailand to the list. Many of these projects became effectively live-in projects. After so many live-in projects, she has come to the strong belief that living right along with the community is the best way get a full picture of the history and spirit of a place and that it enables the most comprehensive outcome for any project.

Her Work: Ms. Yates has worked on her own and has collaborated with over 30 other muralists and artists - mainly from Colorado, California, and Philadelphia. Because of the difficult, often time-expedient, nature of mural painting, many projects are cooperative undertakings. One of the largest murals she has worked on was over 250 feet long - for a long time she was perched precariously above Philadelphia’s busiest express highway! One on the Energy Systems Building in Omaha, Nebraska, is even bigger, and is counted as the second largest mural in the United States. The photos accompanying this story give some small indication of the kind of work she has engaged in. 

The mural “I am A Gift,” is painted on an inside wall of a school gymnasium in one of the poorest neighbourhoods in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. It’s focus is simply to encourage a sense of exploration and confidence and to inspire a love of learning and practicing hobbies. It was painted for children who normally live lives full of criticism, but during the course of the mural, they and their parents were lavished with encouragement not only from the artists and ministers, but also from church volunteers. You can get a sense of its proportions by locating the two basketball hoops in the picture below.

Richard Nisbit, the author of many books on intelligence and cultural psychology, notes that there are two main styles of socialization, that of being encouraged and that of being criticized. “The professional parent’s kids,” he says, “hear six encouragements for every reprimand.” So when a more affluent child gets in trouble, he or she is also encouraged six times! He goes on to say, “The child of working class parents gets two encouragements per reprimand, and the child of welfare black parents gets two reprimands per encouragement.” 

The whole community was involved in this mural and the interaction between the various groups of students, parents,   teachers and the local community was transformative. Yates is delighted to think that working on the murals helped to create a beautiful way whereby parents and their children got to talk more and work together and to create a greater sense of pride in their community. Ms. Yates never plans too far ahead and is never sure where she will be next! For example, it was while she was working in Dingle in 2004 that an invitation arose that led her to Kungkujang in Gambia, where she spent many months painting mural in a local church!

Designing a Mural: Normally a project begins with an invitation to paint a mural in a particular location. After visiting the site, the exact location of the mural has to be determined. For example, in Dingle it took some time before agreement was reached on which room would be used for the murals. Many design options are considered, based on the basic theme and these help to determine the exact location within the chosen site. The ‘story’ to be represented by the mural must then be explored and, depending on the circumstances, a whole range of practical permissions may need to be secured. 

The designs must then be agreed by the key stakeholders. For example, in Dingle, while the mural was commissioned by Mgr. Págraig O’ Fiannachta for Diseart, the stakeholders also included the Presentation Sisters locally and in the South East Province and those who work in the Diseart centre. Ms. Yates read widely on Nano’s life and visited The Nano Nagle Centre in Ballygriffin and South Presentation in Cork. 

Models must then be found and initial drawings created based on the design, the detail and the models.

The Nano Nagle Murals: The murals in Dingle represent the Nano Nagle story and are full of imagery and detail that will be obvious to those who are familiar with the story. The news items in June gave a flavour of that. Other aspects may be less obvious – for example, the main wall depicting Nano holding the lamp has been painted deliberately a very dark navy to represent the darkness of the times, to symbolise the oppressive condition of Irish Catholics during the penal laws. The umbrellas in the mural of Nano and her sister Anne are also significant – Anne’s is depicted as a practical umbrella providing cover for those in need while Nano’s is depicted as closed, a decorative parasol for a young woman who had not yet woken up. Her epiphany followed later, very much influenced by Anne’s commitment to provide for the needy from her own resources. We noted in June that the traditional image of Nano with the children contains images of children representing all of the continents, to symbolise the spread of the congregation.

In the murals, we find depictions of many things that Nano Nagle herself owned such as her books, her jug and her father’s snuff box. These were photographed by the artist on her visits to South Presentation and Ballygriffin. They are very cleverly depicted as resting on the mantelpiece that lies under the mural of Nano with the children. That mantle piece is real, it is not part of the painting but the items that seem to rest on it are part of the mural!

Elsewhere she used a small alabaster statue of a woman and child as the model for a woman and child above the mural of Nano in Paris. A sister of the artist, Wendy Yates, agreed to act as model for the Nano Nagle murals. While in France Ms. Yates worked on developing the main Parisian scene and she was able to explore her evolving design with the locals, which led to many suggestions for improvement! They also found for her authentic reproduction costumes from the era being depicted – the time when Nano was a young socialite in France – so she was able to photograph the model in the costumes and incorporate those into the designs. She came across a model for the carriage while staying with her sister in Florence.

A Final Word: Yates says that the Nano Nagle murals fully encompass every aspect of the mural arts that she loves. Her assignment was to design something that encompassed stories and scenes from Nano Nagle’s lifetime, as well as give a picture of her reach into the future. Her goal was to keep the style and colours close to something that could have come out of her day. She worked from scratch, compiling each scene - with all of it’s props, costumes and places as well as the figures - mindfully and with great attention to detail. 

The outcome is wonderful to behold. We thank Mgr. O’ Fiannachta and Díseart who commissioned it. We are deeply grateful to Ms. Yates for her magical work and we commend her mission. We wish every blessing on her and her work. Go raibh míle, míle maith agat.


	'Thank You' is always welcome

	We reproduce below a copy of a letter sent a little while ago to Sr. Inez Fernandez, who is based in Pemba, Zambia, in appreciation of her work in Kabanga/Kandende:
Office of the President

District Administration

P.O. Box 940010

KAOMA

4th September 2008

Sr. Inez Fernandez

Presentation Sisters

P.O. Box 640197

PEMBA

Dear Sister Inez,

Re: Appreciation for your Work done in the District

I wish on behalf of the District Development Coordinating Committee [DDCC] to register our profound appreciation for the development work that has come to the district through your facilitation. Development projects that you facilitated during your stay in the district are quite numerous and notable among those are support to people living with HIV/AIDS, construction of new Church Building at Munkuye, construction of Kandende Primary School and Kandende Clinic.

We thank God for the wealth of treasures He invested in you. You have a heart for the less privileged and vulnerable people and it is that virtue that drives you to endeavor to change the status quo for such people in society. Government has unflinching resolve to provide infrastructure and improve the livelihood of its citizenry. However, resources are always an inhibiting factor. Thus your role in facilitation of developmental projects complimented our efforts as a district in provision of infrastructure and improvement of the welfare of our people. We are grateful [uitumezi bo Sister]. We will live to cherish our interaction with you.

Yours faithfully,

Siachibuye Mwanangombe

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

FOR/DISTRICT COMMISSIONER, KAOMA



	UN Conference on Global Financial Crisis

	The United Nations conference on the world financial and economic crisis and its impact on development took place in New York from 24-26 June 2009. The proceedings were opened by H.E. Miguel D’escoto Brockmann, President of The United Nations General Assembly. He noted that the representatives of States and Governments of the world were meeting because the world was going through a most singular moment in human history when the common future of mankind is at stake.

He reminded all present that we while are citizens of different nations, at the same time we are citizens of the planet; we all have multiple and interdependent relationships with each other. He argued that at this critical moment, we must all join our efforts to prevent the global crisis, with its myriad faces, from turning into a social, environmental and humanitarian tragedy. The challenges of the various crises are all interconnected and oblige us all, as representatives of the peoples of the Earth, to declare our responsibility one to another. He argued that we that together we can, with great hope, work to seek inclusive solutions. 

He suggested it would be neither humane nor responsible to build a Noah’s Ark only to save the existing economic system, leaving the vast majority of humanity to their fate and to suffer the negative effects of a system imposed by an irresponsible but powerful minority. We must take decisions that affect us all collectively to the greatest extent possible, including the broad community of life and our common home, Mother Earth.

Father Miguel showed remarkable courage in standing up to the minority of rich nations and speaking on behalf of all the others in the General Assembly of the United Nations. His address, which is ultimately based on Gospel values, is at once a powerful challenge, an inspiration and a prophetic stance. We encourage all of our readers to reflect on this address which is so very much in tune with the goals of the Congregation as articulated at our 2006 Gathering. Father Miguel's address represents a challenge to current systems and stands up for those made and kept poor by current systems. It is also a strong plea on behalf of Mother Earth.  Such thinking at this level is very hopeful and is an inspiration for all of us as we strive to play our part in God’s mission.

The full text of his address may be downloaded from the website or viewed as a webcast. The outcomes of the conference may also be viewed there. A review of President's Address by Nick Buxton of the San Fransisco Bay Guardian may be downloaded also.

Regarding the outcomes of the Conference, many are happy about the call for

· the establishment of an intergovernmental ad-hoc-open ended working group to discuss  the ongoing fallout from the economic downturn

· the Economic and Social Council to take up charge on strengthening international cooperation on tax matters, review agreements between the Bretton Woods Institutions and the United Nations and consider making recommendations to the UN General Assembly on the establishment of a panel of experts on the crisis and its impact on development.


	Video of Jubilee Launch at South Presentation (Dec 2008)

	The launch of the Jubilee Celebrations in South Presentation Convent in December 2008 was videod and is  available for viewing online.



	Nano & Her Work - An Allegorical Picture

	Sr. Gabriel O' Brien, from the English province, has created an allegorical picture depicting Nano and her work. The picture is reproduced on the reflections section of the website. The image and an explanatory note may be downloaded also as an Adobe document.



	Caritas in Veritate

	The Encyclical, published on 7 July 2009 comprises an introduction, six chapters and a conclusion and is dated 29 June 2009, Solemnity of Sts. Peter and Paul, Apostles. A summary of the Encyclical released by the Holy See Press Office explains that in his introduction the Pope recalls how “charity is at the heart of the Church’s social doctrine”. Yet, given the risk of its being “misinterpreted and detached from ethical living”, he warns how “a Christianity of charity without truth would be more or less interchangeable with a pool of good sentiments, helpful for social cohesion, but of little relevance”.

The Holy Father makes it clear that development has need of truth. In this context he dwells on two “criteria that govern moral action”: justice and the common good. All Christians are called to charity, also by the “institutional path” which affects the life of the “polis”, that is, of social coexistence. The encyclical may be downloaded from the website..

Caritas in Veritate – A Summary
First Chapter: The first chapter of the Encyclical focuses on the message of Paul VI’s “Populorum Progressio” which “underlined the indispensable importance of the Gospel for building a society according to freedom and justice. … The Christian faith does not rely on privilege or positions of power, … but only on Christ”. Paul VI “pointed out that the causes of underdevelopment are not primarily of the material order”. They lie above all in the will, in the mind and, even more so, in “the lack of brotherhood among individuals and peoples”.

Second Chapter: “Human Development in Our Time” is the theme of the second chapter. If profit, the Pope writes, “becomes the exclusive goal, if it is produced by improper means and without the common good as its ultimate end, it risks destroying wealth and creating poverty”. In this context he enumerates certain “malfunctions” of development: financial dealings that are “largely speculative”, migratory flows “often provoked by some particular circumstance and then given insufficient attention”, and “the unregulated exploitation of the earth’s resources”. In the face of these interconnected problems, the Pope calls for “a new humanistic synthesis”, noting how “development today has many overlapping layers: … The world’s wealth is growing in absolute terms, but inequalities are on the increase”, and new forms of poverty are coming into being.

At a cultural level, the Encyclical proceeds, the possibilities for interaction open new prospects for dialogue, but a twofold danger exists: a “cultural eclecticism” in which cultures are viewed as “substantially equivalent”, and the opposing danger of “cultural levelling and indiscriminate acceptance of types of conduct and lifestyles”. In this context Pope Benedict also mentions the scandal of hunger and express his hope for “equitable agrarian reform in developing countries”.

The Pontiff also dwells on the question of respect for life, “which cannot in any way be detached from questions concerning the development of peoples”, affirming that “when a society moves towards the denial or suppression of life, it ends up no longer finding the necessary motivation and energy to strive for man’s true good”.

Another question associated with development is that of the right to religious freedom. “Violence”, writes the Pope, “puts the brakes on authentic development”, and “this applies especially to terrorism motivated by fundamentalism”.

Third Chapter: Chapter three of the Encyclical – “Fraternity, Economic Development and Civil Society” – opens with a passage praising the “experience of gift”, often insufficiently recognised “because of a purely consumerist and utilitarian view of life”. Yet development, “if it is to be authentically human, needs to make room for the principle of gratuitousness”. As for the logic of the market, it “needs to be directed towards the pursuit of the common good, for which the political community in particular must also take responsibility”.

Referring to “Centesimus Annus”, this Encyclical highlights the “need for a system with three subjects: the market, the State and civil society” and encourages a “civilising of the economy”. It highlights the importance of “economic forms based on solidarity” and indicates how “both market and politics need individuals who are open to reciprocal gift”. The chapter closes with a fresh evaluation of the phenomenon of globalisation, which must not be seen just as a “socio-economic process”. Globalisation needs “to promote a person-based and community-oriented cultural process of world-wide integration that is open to transcendence” and able to correct its own malfunctions.

Fourth Chapter: The fourth chapter of the Encyclical focuses on the theme: “The Development of People. Rights and Duties. The Environment”. Governments and international organisations, says the Pope, cannot “lose sight of the objectivity and ‘inviolability’ of rights”. In this context he also dedicates attention to “the problems associated with population growth”.

He reaffirms that sexuality “cannot be reduced merely to pleasure or entertainment”. States, he says, “are called to enact policies promoting the centrality and the integrity of the family”.

“The economy needs ethics in order to function correctly”, the Holy Father goes on, and “not any ethics whatsoever, but an ethics which is people-centred”. This centrality of the human person must also be the guiding principle in “development programmes” and in international co-operation. “International organisations”, he suggests, “might question the actual effectiveness of their bureaucratic and administrative machinery, which is often excessively costly”. The Holy Father also turns his attention to the energy problem, noting how “the fact that some States, power groups and companies hoard non-renewable energy resources represents a grave obstacle to development in poor countries. … Technologically advanced societies can and must lower their domestic energy consumption”, he says, at the same time encouraging “research into alternative forms of energy”.

Fifth Chapter: “The Co-operation of the Human Family” is the title and focus of chapter five, in which Pope Benedict highlights how “the development of peoples depends, above all, on a recognition that the human race is a single family”. Hence Christianity and other religions “can offer their contribution to development only if God has a place in the public realm”.

The Pope also makes reference to the principle of subsidiarity, which assists the human person “via the autonomy of intermediate bodies”. Subsidiarity, he explains, “is the most effective antidote against any form of all-encompassing welfare state” and is “particularly well-suited to managing globalisation and directing it towards authentic human development”.

Benedict XVI calls upon rich States “to allocate larger portions of their gross domestic product to development aid”, thus respecting their obligations. He also express a hope for wider access to education and, even more so, for “complete formation of the person”, affirming that yielding to relativism makes everyone poorer. One example of this, he writes, is that of the perverse phenomenon of sexual tourism. “It is sad to note that this activity often takes place with the support of local governments”, he says.

The Pope then goes on to consider the “epoch-making” question of migration. “Every migrant”, he says, “is a human person who, as such, possesses fundamental, inalienable rights that must be respected by everyone and in every circumstance”. The Pontiff dedicates the final paragraph of this chapter to the “strongly felt need” for a reform of the United Nations and of “economic institutions and international finance. … There is”, he says, “urgent need of a true world political authority” with “effective power”.

Sixth Chapter: The sixth and final chapter is entitled “The Development of Peoples and Technology”. In it the Holy Father warns against the “Promethean presumption” of humanity thinking “it can re-create itself through the ‘wonders’ of technology”. Technology, he says, cannot have “absolute freedom”.

“A particularly crucial battleground in today’s cultural struggle between the supremacy of technology and human moral responsibility is the field of bioethics”, says Benedict XVI, and he adds: “Reason without faith is doomed to flounder in an illusion of its own omnipotence”. The social question has, he says, become an anthropological question. Research on embryos and cloning is “being promoted in today’s highly disillusioned culture which believes it has mastered every mystery”. The Pope likewise expresses his concern over a possible “systematic eugenic programming of births”.

Conclusion: In his conclusion Benedict XVI highlights how “development needs Christians with their arms raised towards God in prayer”, just as it needs “love and forgiveness, self-denial, acceptance of others, justice and peace”.

Commentaries: A review of the encyclical by Brendan MacPartlin S.J., which appeared in the July edition of Thinking Faith is available on the website as is a review a review by Fr. Brendan Duncan, Director of the Yarra Institute for Religion and Social Policy. A Discussion Guide compiled by Faith Doing Justice, a project of the Jesuits in Australia is also available for download on the site. In addition, a podcast about the Encyclical, from Vatican Radio, can be accessed



	23 Years Combating Poverty

	The Combat Poverty Agency have published a special issue of Action on Poverty Today, which marks the 23 years of Combat Poverty’s existence. From 1 July 2009, Combat Poverty will be integrated with the Office for Social Inclusion into a new division within the Department of Social and Family Affairs.

This issue of Action on Poverty Today provides a forum of contributions to mark the last 23years of Combat Poverty’s work and to look forward to the establishment of a new institutional mechanism to tackle poverty in Ireland. This special issue documents Combat Poverty’s work in developing innovative anti-poverty programmes,generating knowledge of the extent and causes of poverty, advocating new policy approaches for tackling poverty, and increasing public awareness of poverty. This work has contributed to the significant improvements in basic living standards and the notable decline in overall poverty levels over the last two decades.


	Nano’s Lantern Flame in Tando Allayar

	The year 2009 is a special year for us Presentation Sisters and for those who are affiliated to our way of life. This year, we are celebrating the 225th anniversary of Nano Nagle's death. In Tando Allahyar, which means The Land of God’s Friend, we launched the celebration of this great event during our parish mid-night Mass on 24th December 2008. It has been a tradition in this parish that every Christmas eve, Katchi Khole Christians all over the parish gather at the parish center to communally celebrate the Natal Feast of Jesus Christ.

There were more than 800 Katchi Khole men, women and children who gathered for this year’s celebration. Foods and tea were shared with all the people. The highlight of the celebration was the Holy Eucharist, where we integrated the launching of Nano Nagle’s Jubilee Year.  Prayers were said for all the Presentation sisters and for their works especially in both formal and non-formal education through out the world. After the Communion Rite, we had a simple but very meaningful ritual about Nano’s lantern. Sr. Sheila Keane passed on Nano’s lantern to Sr. Rosie Younas and the latter passed it on to Anita, who is our first Katchi Khole candidate. Anita then lit the candles of the boarding girls who were singing the hymn of Nano Nagle in Urdu. After the hymn was sung, Sr. Rosie shared with people the charism of the Presentation Sisters and the nature of our work in Sindh Province. To make the celebration even more memorable for everyone, the school children performed different comedy sketches and sang songs after the Mass. 

 As Nano often said, “If I could be of any service in saving souls in any part of the world, I would willingly do all in my power.” Being true to Nano’s dream, the Presentation Sisters had been untiringly serving the people of Pakistan in various ways. The tribal ministry of our congregation in Sindh was pioneered by three Presentation Sisters, namely Sr. Emer Manning, Sr. Regina Coughlan and Sr. Maria Shara. We thank God for their untiring services with the Kachi Kohi people.  Nano Nagle’s lantern continues to burn and give light among the tribal people. May Nano's spirit continue to be alive in our hearts and the hearts of the people whom we are serving.



	English Province Ballygriffin Pilgrimage June 2009

	The pilgrimage had a profound effect on me in every way but especially, spiritually. Like Nano I began my life in that area of unrivalled natural beauty. I feel humbly grateful and immensely privileged  to belong there.  When I was growing up there, there was little to indicate that this saintly lady, Nano, once lived there except for the roughly sculpted cross on the bridge that Jack Barrett had cut out of a bush.  Jack Barrett who owned the barren, thistle infested land and the old stable ruin, told me about her.

I became fascinated by the story. I saw myself as walking in her footsteps as I travelled the same path and over the same stile, daily, as she did, Nano going to the hedge school in Monanimy and I to the village school. Jack’s dream was that one day the ‘nuns’ would come and restore the estate to its former glory. I shared that dream.      

That the dream had been realised was so gloriously confirmed for me on the morning of 15th June as I stepped out of my really comfortable bungalow into paradise! Thirty six of us had arrived late the night before, in the rain, oblivious to our glorious surroundings. What a transformation!

With the backdrop of the Nagle mountains the once barren land now verdant and lush, an abundance of mature trees resplendent in their foliage and a profusion of flowers drew me into the arms of the Creator God. As I began to praise God silently I was joined, but not silently, by the myriad of birds in the trees, the bees and butterflies in the flowers and the chickens in the background. Being in this hallowed place, the sun shining down, and the music of creation all around was a completely holy and sacred experience.

This experience continued all week for me as I know it did for many other pilgrims. Even when it rained it was like a blessing from heaven! The Eucharistic Celebrations, three in the open air, led by Fr. Gerry Mc Ardle assisted by Deacon Tom, were so blessed. It was such an overwhelming, profound experience of the presence of the Lord. The one celebrated at the Mass rock was truly moving, clearly exemplifying the song …“I am standing on the shoulders of the ones who came before me”.

The sisters at the incredible Retreat Centre gave us a very warm welcome and met all our needs during the week: spiritually, physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially. The charisms of Nano were personified in an exciting and most acceptable way. I will never forget their smiling placid faces as they met those needs through sheer hard work, from presenting  the ‘surprise’ programme to serving food, clearing up and driving to the outside accommodation with breakfast for some pilgrims.

The love and service that they gave was equalled by the devoted service shown to us by our pilgrimage organiser Sisters.  They ‘mothered’ us all the way there and back, providing us with spiritual care as well as plying us with drinks, sandwiches, pillows and rugs. I found this a memorable experience of being cocooned in love. What an expression of the spirit of Nano!    

The surprise agenda for the week was wonderfully freeing….....and exciting.  I loved it! The content was mainly new to me, thought provoking, awesome and challenging, taking some of us out of our comfort zones on occasions. However it was always inspiring and centred on God and Nano. I was really energised by all aspects of the cosmic story and Nano’s Story and moved to tears. I was really overcome to see Jack’s cross on one of the presentations, how he would love to see that!

I was enthralled by Sister Frances’s presentation regarding the development of the Retreat Centre manifesting in a practical way the modern day expression of Nano’s spirit; ecologically sound practices and sustainable living. I loved the references to the global community and when we were led to pray for our communities, east, south, west and north, outside, under God’s glorious sun, in this incredibly beautiful place, it was almost too much!                       

Our physical needs were met in an exceptional way in the very comfortable accommodation and the abundance of organically produced home grown, home cooked food. The home baked bread was truly heavenly and the wonderful hens gave us a new-laid egg for breakfast every morning!

Socially we were entertained by the now RTE famous Killavullen choir and the pupils of the parish primary schools. Killavullen school pupils’ recreation of Nano’s Story was particularly moving. The acting was superb…such beautiful innocent faces, one little girl hobbled up on a crutch (real injury)…seriously tear jerking!! The musical recitals given by Ballygown school were brilliant. These very talented children led by their teacher are determined to keep the Irish culture alive. It was a heart warming experience for me seeing the local community, especially the children so involved in the Nano Story….so different in my school days.                        

The whole pilgrimage was a profound blessed experience for me, it was fun too! Our day out was great, especially the horse and trap ride in Killarney! At our last Eucharistic Celebration the pilgrims summed up for me reflections of the week when they expressed some of these during the homily: sacredness, beauty, wonder, awesomeness, fragility, explosion, awareness, prayer, newness, love and service. [Nora Warnaby, Associate, Nechells Birmingham]
Videos from Zambia
When students from Colaiste Chiaráin, Leixlip visited Zambia last month they brought back two video interviews with Srs. Teresa Molloy and Mary Lucey.

Sr. Teresa Molloy, Kalomo, Zambia describes the work of the home-based care project in Kalomo. It looks after people who are HIV positive. There are 50 volunteers who assist the project. Sr. Teresa supplies medicines every two weeks. Care is provided in their own homes when patients are discharged from hospitals. 

Sr. Mary Lucey, Pemba, Zambia explains how they developed the concept of a model village in Pemba. Eight homes and 8 tw-acre plots of land were provided with running water from a central pump. The homes were made available to families who were well known to the Sisters, who were in very difficult circumstances and who were willing to work on developing the site.

The videos are now available from the website set up by the teacher Tom Cash. Click on their names below to access the videos. You may have to wait for a few seconds while each video loads up, but it is well worth the wait. Many thanks to Tom Cash from Coláiste Chiaráin for making them available.
Update from Chennai, India
Sacred Heart Matriculation Higher Secondary School ,Church Park, Chennai, India recently had its annual investiture of the captains on 20 June 2009. The theme was "Promises to Keep ....A Sacred Mission".

At the investiture we highlighted the fitting concept of Nano as a leader even in this century We took this beautiful poem from your website as a fitting introduction to the meditation and then went on to add our own. Given below are a few excerpts from our meditation:

She was a woman who, in her simplicity, dared greatly... dared to let herself be guided by the Spirit of God. And when he, like some will o’ the wisp on the mountains, led her from the warmth of what was safe and comfortable, out past the four walls of what was “enough” and “reasonable”, away from the security of the familiar, tried and proven, she followed with laughter in her heart. For she had caught a glimpse of the Divine delight in reversing human logic, in drawing power from weakness, wisdom from folly, life from death. In this lay her strength. This is Nano Nagle. 

And her spirit guided young women in India to explore the Living charisma of Nano Nagle. Today as we walk in the footsteps of Nano to celebrate hundred years of  Scared heart church park, we once again rededicate our  very existence here  to this wonderful woman of substance Nano Nagle. How fitting that this jubilee year Sisters and Friends of Nano throughout the world are celebrating the 225th anniversary of Nano, with the concept ‘find ways to fan into flame the gift of God’.

We at Sacred Heart are proud of our rich legacy that our presentation sisters have handed down to us  and is still continuing in the realm of education, teaching us to respect, value and preserve the achievements of the past:

· appreciate the wonders and the peoples of the Earth;

· live in a world where all people have sufficient food for a healthy and productive life;

· assess, care for and restore the state of our Planet;

· create and enjoy a better, safer, more just world;

· be caring citizens who exercise their rights and responsibilities locally, nationally and globally

We are constantly reminded of these values all the time and even  when we leave these holy portals we look back and marvel at what  we have inherited from Sacred heart.

Great Leadership: It would not be an exaggeration to say that, until recently, the history of humanity has been the history of its leaders. Great Leadership is the paradigm of awakened human beings living their purpose, contributing to humanity and all in this universe through their lives.

For us, the greatest leader and the one who inspires us the most, is none other than Nano Nagle, who pioneered a courageous ministry to the poor and downtrodden of her time. Her life and those who followed her thereafter right up to today, continues to make a difference, wherever we are, as we listen to “the cry of the earth and the cry of those made poor” in our times.  The mottos of our houses are based on meaningful time- tested adage based on rational thinking and enduring  wisdom.  

This is what our school has taught its students these hundred years. As we traverse the path where many have trod before us, we once again bow in gratitude to God and our alma mater for educating us in body mind and spirit. As we stand under the green and gold, we uphold our motto For Faith and Morals.

Let us then, the daughters of light, spread love and peace and harmony everywhere by living up to the slogans of each house- keeping faith in God, living by our moral code and Presentation values. [Gita Das, Teacher]
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