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	Happy Presentation Day!

	The Congregational Leadership Team would like to wish everyone a Happy Presentation Day. Today we also delighted to celebrate the first anniversary of this eNews. We would like to thank everyone who has made it possible, in particular all of our contributors from the regions.

You can visit the eNews archive by clicking on the More button below. From there, you can e-mail a friend about any edition; you can also get a print-out of any edition and share the news with those who cannot access a computer. You are invited to submit a story at any time; just find the Submit a News Story button in the column on the right and click it to send in your news.


	President MacAleese visits Athenry Convent

	President Mary MacAleese and her husband visited Athenry convent on 30th October 2008 to meet the Sisters and celebrate their centenary in the town.

After spending time with the Sisters she visited Presentation College which is located on the grounds behind the convent. President MacAleese spent time with a group of special needs students before moving to the school assembly hall where she addressed the students, staff and members of the local community. Mrs. Mary Forde, Principal, welcomed the President and Mr. MacAleese and Mr. Gerry Doherty acted as MC for the occasion.

The President spoke very warmly about the ethos, the spirit of the Presentation Sisters and of their commitment to help people to come to appreciate and to achieve their full potential. Tara Roche, Head of the Students' Council, responded very ably on behalf of the student body. Many thanks to Dom for the photos of the event; and to all who made the event such a huge success. To find out more about the story of the Presentation Sisters in Athenry, visit www.presentation-sisters.ie


	Horizon Programme 2008


Reflecting on the Horizon programme is such a joy. My overall impression when I think back is of a hugely energetic, enthusiastic and creative group of Presentation women who made the most of every learning opportunity that came their way.

We were blessed with the venue in the Dominican Retreat Centre in Ennismore, Cork where the Staff adopted the group and couldn’t have done more to provide a welcoming, healthy, homely space for them. Throughout the programme Helen Hyland and I were so aware of the power of the Spirit at work through the Facilitators, all who met with the group, and the interaction within the group themselves. It was wonderful to see how the group bonded and relationships deepened as the weeks passed. As Co-ordinators we were surprised on many occasions by the way things came together, and the depth that was being explored as the group gave it their ‘all’.

The richness of intercultural living was awesome to experience and we were all very conscious of the tremendous opportunity it was to live as an intercultural community. Renee Stevens gave excellent input and very helpful guidelines for our Community Life Meetings that became a regular part of our time together. Circle Dance became a very important expression for the life and energy of the group from the first week, and continued and deepened each week under Maureen Miley ‘s gentle guidance. The group experienced wonderful hospitality during their time in Cork, from our own Sisters and also from the Presentation Brothers in Mount St. Josephs’.

Outings’ together were very sociable and fun occasions for the group, we took off one fine evening for a swim in Youghal and a walk on the beach. We had a wonderful evening meeting with the 50’s group in South Pres. Visiting the heritage centre in Cobh highlighted the significant role which Cobh played in major Irish historical events such as the Famine and Emigration.  Going to see the film Mamma Mia provided some light relief.

One of the highlights of our outings was the visit to Willie and Patricia Kingston’s farm in Ballymountain, Innishannon. where we experienced the difference they are making to the environment. The sun shone for our trip to St. Gobnait’s well and Killarney and the memory of our time in Ballinskelligs and our trip to Skelligs Rock will stay in our hearts forever. 

The group are now preparing for the third module of the programme in India with great anticipation, having spent the past month on their immersion experience. Please continue to keep Horizon in your prayers, and tune into the Horizon Blog to keep up to date with events.
	New visa-waiver scheme for travel to USA

	THE US embassy has advised Irish people intending to travel to America in the new year to obtain online travel authorisation before they leave. From 12th January 2009, the existing in-flight visa waiver system comes to an end, to be replaced by a new system requiring travellers to register their details at least 72 hours before departure.

Electronic System for Travel Authorization (ESTA), which allows the US authorities to vet travellers before they get on flights, has been operating on a voluntary basis since August. Authorisation lasts for two years and so covers multiple flights. It is hoped that the new system will reduce the number of people who fly across the Atlantic only to be refused entry and sent back. Although ESTA was being introduced for Ireland and 33 other visa-waiver countries from January, it is suggested that immigration authorities would for an initial period look benevolently on travellers who failed to apply for pre-authorisation.

For further information go online to the Visit USA Committee Ireland for more information.


	Opportunity Calls

	From time to time there are changes in our lives.  Like taxes and death, they are inevitable.  Some changes are expected, others take us by surprise.  Some are welcomed, others dreaded.  It is our attitude that will either tint our glasses to a beautiful shade of rose or turn them into blinders.  We three [four with Marilyn] in Orange are now greeting a change in our lives and hopefully seeing it as an opportunity to view ourselves, community and world from a new perspective.  Although Breda is still in the same house, it is certainly a new community for her.  After 52 years in Texas, coming to California is certainly a change for Immaculata [She keeps wondering when it’s going to rain].  And, even though I’ve only moved down the road a bit, I still have to get used to the local streets and stores.  Marilyn is blissfully on Cloud 9 in New Mexico and unaware of all the comings and goings, bumps and Aha-Ha moments happening in her old hunting grounds.  But don’t worry, she’ll soon be in the midst of things in December.


Although Breda and Immaculata are “officially” retired, is there really such a thing? Breda happily works away in the garden and is involved in many ministries, including visiting teenagers in a local prison, visiting patients in a hospital, volunteering at a local soup kitchen and co-leading an evening prayer group.  I’m tired just thinking about it!  Maybe that’s why they call it “re”-tired.  You’re tired from the long years in your paid ministry and now you’re “re”-tired from all the volunteer work you do!  Immaculata has only been here about a month and she’s already involved with the local soup kitchen and the Christian Service program here at St. Norbert’s.  Plus we have started our own “walking ministry” in the evenings.  Hopefully we’ll improve the economy by increasing the bottom line in shoe sales, make our own impact on decreasing health care costs and beautify the neighborhood to boot!  How’s that for rose colored glasses!

For myself, I am totally blessed.  My ministry is in a pediatric ward of a county hospital as a social worker and I can not ask for a better working environment.  There is not one thing I can complain of.  Well, maybe the drive.  But, if I put on my rose colored glasses, it’s an opportunity to listen to all kinds of books on tape.  I think there are few specks on those glasses, but I can still see through them so far.

Now, aren’t you all itching for a change?  Well, it’s bound to happen sooner or later, so get out your rose colored glasses and see what opportunities are around you.  You don’t have change companions, move to another state or move down the road.  Sometimes change is only a matter of attitude.

	Pray for a Miracle

	This is to request you to kindly prayer for my nephew, Carlyn Figueiredo, aged 18 years, who resides in Toronto, Canada and who suffers from Myasthenia Gravis. 

Myasthenia Gravis is a chronic auto-immune neuromuscular disease characterized by varying degrees of weakness of the skeletal (voluntary) muscles of the body.   In Myasthenia Gravis, antibodies block, alter, or destroy the receptors for acetylcholine at the neuromuscular junction which prevents the muscle contraction from occurring. These antibodies are produced by the body's own immune system. Thus, Myasthenia Gravis is an autoimmune disease because the immune system - which normally protects the body from foreign organisms - mistakenly attacks itself.

Carlyn has had surgery to remove his thymus gland but, so far, there is very little change; in fact, he seems to have worsened. There is no cure for this illness and it varies from person to person. We would like you to pray through the intercession of Nano for a miracle so that he can be healed and his case used for the cause of Nano’s beatification.  Could you please ask others to pray for this intention.  Thank you. 

Sr. Annette Figueiredo (Deepanjali, Verem, Goa, India)


New Leadership Model in Zambia
As this is being written there is a programme on TV in which they are searching for the Zambian Model for 2008. At the same time we, as Presentation Sisters, have been caught up with a different kind of Zambian Model! At our April 2008 Assembly we opted for a different model of Leadership.

The model we had been working from was that of an elected team of four sisters with a named leader, for a five year period.

After a time of prayer and discernment we decided on a different model, namely the election of an Animating Team of three (one member for each cluster) who will rotate the position of Coordinator. The term of office of the Animation Team is 4 years. This Animation Team will appoint an Administrator from a nominated list of sisters. While working closely with, and accountable to, the Team she will not be a member.

In October 2008 we met to elect our Animation Team and Srs. Prema Anthony, Stella Bourke and Anne McDermott were chosen as the first members to operate the new model. We are very grateful to them for agreeing to serve the Vice Province as members of the Animation Team for the next four years.

At the moment in Zambia we form three cluster groups : Western (Mongu , Kaoma), Southern (Pemba, Kalomo and Livingstone) and the Lusaka group (Luzi Rd, Novitiate and the International Spirituality Centre). A member of the Animation Team will live within each cluster grouping.

our Assembly in April we expressed a desire that the new Animating Team address four key areas. These are, in order of importance: Community Life, A Vice Province vision (focus) for Ministry, Vocation Promotion and Initial Formation.

While we have all committed ourselves to these four areas we remember that the Spirituality of being in Communion is at the heart of all our commitments.

As our Congregational Gathering of 2006 says: “We commit ourselves to a spirituality of being in communion that seeks god in the interconnectedness of the whole of creation and empowers active love for self, others and all of nature.”
	Supporting Life in Thailand

	Sr. Salome Joseph writes briefly about the “Pro-life Program” of the mission at Fang in Thailand. In the last two years (2007-2008) 133 babies were born in our mission parish: 76 baby boys and 57 baby girls. These 133 new lives are our most beautiful gifts received from God. The “Pro-life Program”, tries to support both financially and spiritually those families who are open to life. It helps cover the medical expenses (delivery of the baby, medical shots for babies) and supports the life of the family who has a newborn baby (during the first months after the delivery the mother cannot work in the fields). We usually provide for some bags of rice, powder milk, traveling expenses from home to the hospital or to the mission center …. When a mother delivers her baby through cesarean, then the expenses are quite high but, so far, God has provided His grace and blessing.

This year three newborn babies died. A baby boy died because he was born with some intestinal dysfunctions. His parents, very poor and just migrated from Myanmar, were very afraid because they were unable to pay for the medical bills. They were going to let their baby die! The catechist of the village took them to the mission and we sent the baby to the hospital. He spent a lot of time there (he even had a brain surgery). Both doctors and nurses did their best, but he finally died. Another baby died because of pneumonia. His parents took him to the hospital but it was too late. The baby died. His parents, being very poor and afraid to pay too much money for the transportation of the corpse, decided to put the body of their little son in a paper box. They then took a bus and, carrying the box on their laps, rushed at the mission center. Then we accompanied them to their village for a proper burial.

The third baby who died was a twin. Her mother (22 years old, married and separated already twice!) gave her some powder milk too heavy to be digested by a newborn stomach. This cause a lot of pain in the stomach of this little baby. Strong diarrhea followed soon after and finally, this little angel flew to heaven! We have to pray for this young mother because now she left the other twin with her grandparents and she went to work as a prostitute! I am sorry to tell you about these sad stories, but I want to let you know how difficult life is for our hill tribe people.

 As for the other one hundred and more babies, they are all fine. Sister Salome,a Presentation Sister, meets regularly with these babies and with their parents. This monthly appointment is a moment in which we share about the health of the babies, about the concerns of the parents and their daily struggles. It is also a moment in which we can pray together giving thanks to God for the gift of life. Many mothers still deliver their babies at home, but when they give birth at the Fang hospital, we rush to visit them. There we pray with them and give a first blessing to the newborn and to the mother. We want them to feel that we care for them and they appreciate this very much.

At the end of November we will organize a two-days meeting with the parents and children who were born in these last two years. We will give them a small Christmas gift (some rice, towels and blankets) to show them that we support those who have chosen life. We will also give some lectures concerning the “natural ways to have a family planning” so that they can know more about the teaching of the Gospel concerting this matter. Since last August Father Massimo Bolgan, PIME has come to live and minister in Fang as an assistant priest. His presence is a blessing for us!


	The Fallen Angel – A Reflection by Sr. Teresa Kennedy

	I have been persuaded by our E-News Coordinator to contribute something from my life and work. I am the National Coordinator for Catholic University Chaplains in England and Wales, which is a fulltime job but does involve visits to a variety of conferences. My last meeting was in Bucharest, a European meeting. The freedom to practice the faith is still very new there...just 18 years I believe, but unfortunately we didn't really have the opportunity to go out and about.

Recently, while in Finland at a global conference, we were shown around the Lutheran Cathedral. All the frescos around the Cathedral were painted by the Finnish Symbolist painter Hugo Simberg but one in particular caught my eye. Afterwards I learned that it was his favourite painting and was voted Finland’s national painting in 2006.

Like all his other paintings The Wounded Angel evokes a serious even gloomy atmosphere.  The entire colour scheme of the painting is very subdued. The park where the procession takes place was a well known park in Helsinki. In Simberg’s day it was a popular spot for leisure time activities among the working classes and many charitable institutions were located there.

The central figure, the angel, has a bandage around her eyes and traces of blood on her already damaged wing. Notice the withered flowers in her hand. The painting does not reveal what has happened - an accident but not a serious one. If she wanted to she could both fly and see, but she obviously chooses not to do either. She wants to be helped. The figure may be a symbol of Finland under oppression but it may also be symbolic of good but wounded people…..any one of us.

What are our wounds? Where do we look for help? The stretcher bearers, both young boys seem to be walking slowly and heavily. The younger boy in front looks straight ahead while the boy at the back has turned his serous face towards the viewer and makes direct eye contact. They are obviously sympathetic to the wounded figure such as young people and children often are today. They have a certain sensitivity. Does the eye contact invite us to be wounded healers? Do we notice the’ wounded angels’ along our path of life?

Simberg consistently declined to offer any explanations as to the meaning behind his paintings. Instead he felt it was important that the viewers were free to make their own conclusions based on the symbolism. I invite you to spend a while looking at the picture. What do you see?

Some weeks ago I directed an evening retreat for the Women of the Parish on the theme 'A Spirituality for our time'. I find that what folk are thirsting for is 'Spirituality ' to give spirit and life to what they already believe and again there was some excellent comeback. I spoke mainly on some characteristics of Celtic Spirituality: a) Presence of God b) Love of Creation c) Life as Pilgrimage and d) the Cross in our lives. Several participants asked if they could come and see me sometime to talk about their faith and some have already been - to good effect.


	Presentation Day Novena 2008

	This year's Novena invites us to 'take off our shoes' as we enter into this sacred time of prayer and reflection in preparation for our feast-day on 21st November.  As Presentation Sisters we are preparing to celebrate the 225th anniversary of Nano's death on 26th April 2009. As we pray this Novena we are grateful for the wonderful gift of Nano's charism and we celebrate with joy the spread of the congregation, particularly since her death.

During these nine days we are connected very closely with our Sisters, Brothers and Friends of Nano across the globe. We believe that this sacred connection will help to shine the light of hope and joy into the darkest corners of the universe. The Novena is now being prepared by the Congregations across the IPA. We thank the Sisters in the Australian Society for preparing this year's novena, which may be downloaded from the website in full or day-by-day. 

May your hearts be touched by the flame of Nano's lantern and strengthened by the courage and love of Mary, our Mother. Happy Presentation Day, with love and blessings from Emer, Joan, Mary D, Mary H and Terry (Congregational Leadership Team)


	Annual UN/DPI Conference 2008

	The theme of the 61st Annual UN/DPI Conference, which was held in Paris in September 2008, was  ‘Re-affirming Human Rights for All – The Universal Declaration at 60’. 

Introduction: The European Justice Contacts were asked by Marlette and Fatima to represent IPA at the 61st Annual Conference of the UN Department of Public Information (UN/DPI).  So from September 3rd to 5th Srs. Imelda Wickham and Maureen O' Connell, along with over 1,000 representatives from other non-governmental organisations (NGOs), attended the conference at UNESCO headquarters in Paris.  The  conference was, for the first time in sixty years held outside of UN headquarters in New York and it was fitting that Paris was chosen as the venue because it was there that the UN General Assembly first proclaimed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) sixty years ago, on December 10th 1948.

Over the 60 years since its introduction, the UDHR has become a corner-stone of international law, and the root from which all other international human rights documents have sprung and blossomed.  Included among its articles are protections for

civil and political rights, such as the right not to be subjected to torture, to equality before the law, to a fair trial, to freedom of movement, to asylum and to freedom of thought, conscience, religion, opinion and expression and

economic, social and cultural rights, such as the right to food, clothing, housing and medical care, to social security, to work, to equal pay for equal work, to form trade unions and to education.

The Paris conference addressed a broad range of these human rights concerns and impressed upon participants the increasingly urgent need in today’s world to stand up in their defence everywhere.

Message from UN Secretary General: UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, delivered the opening address via video message. He reminded us that this conference was a unique opportunity for UN multilateral partners, governmental and non-governmental, to interact, share experiences, values, hopes and objectives.  In his remarks he also pointed out the lack of awareness of the contents of the UDHR, especially among those who most need their protection. Perhaps this is an outcome of low expectations, from the governments who signed it with no realistic intention of turning it into reality and from civil society which, in general, has failed to take a solidly human-rights-based approach to its work.

The Secretary General highlighted the increasing importance of making awareness of human rights entitlements a priority in education.  It was pointed out by another speaker that human rights cannot be taught but can only be recognised through dialogue and interactive methods – applying the norms to things that are identified as wrong – seeing the sufferings and identifying what the root causes are – then relating these to HR instruments.   The greatest empowerment is to enable people to recognise the problems and develop their own solutions.

Achieving Transformation: Ingrid Srinath, Secretary General of CIVICUS, gave testimony of the transformation that rights-awareness can achieve.  She told a story about a small village deep in the desert of Rajasthan in North West India. The teacher at the State school in that village had been repeatedly absenting herself from classes. Her students, being fully aware of their fundamental right to education, thanks to a local NGO, first sent a delegation to the local village council to formally lodge their protest. As is usual when children speak, the council laughed them off saying they had more important business to attend to. The children called a meeting and developed their own strategy. They collected as much money as they could and bought a lock. When the truant teacher finally turned up to collect her salary she found she could not enter the school building. The kids then sat her down and told her their terms and conditions if she was to continue as their teacher. In one move they had demonstrated the empowering effect of rights-awareness and its impact on achieving goals by demanding accountability.

Sustainable Development: Speakers at a midday workshop asked a vital question about access to water as a basic entitlement. It was pointed out that regarding water as a commodity is approved by the UN and they called on the UN and UNESCO to account for the fact that it is not perceived as a basic human right.  Lack of access to safe water and sanitation contributes to 1.5 million child deaths every year.  The important issue of sustainable development and respect for nature has been underestimated in the UDHR but now we are recognising more and more the sense of urgency needed to counter narrow national interests and ensure recognition of rights for the earth as a whole.  More organisations and individuals are endorsing the Earth Charter which has been used around the world to strengthen environmental practices but the idea of enforcement still remains largely aspirational. 

Role of NGOs & the Human Rights Council: The keynote speaker at the conference was leading political figure, lawyer and HR activist, Madame Simone Veil who, at the age of 17 years, with her family, was a prisoner of the Nazi's at Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen. Madame Veil praised NGOs for defending the interests of those whom governments ignore - instead of being upholders of human rights several states today flout the rights of their citizens. Many speakers referred to negative trends in the area of respect for human rights and the failure in the Human Rights Council to deal with urgent situations, as well as its reluctance to challenge states for HR abuses.  The rights of certain groups of people go unrecognised and the new challenge posed since 9/11 and the ‘war on terror’, is the bending of accepted HR norms.  Eighty countries have passed counter-terrorism laws which have increased government powers to investigate and prosecute with minimal accountability.

At one roundtable, panellist Jan Iliassen, UN Special Envoy to Sudan, referred to what he sees as the undermining of the role of NGOs, in particular in relation to the Human Rights Council where NGOs have been interrupted and silenced by representatives from certain member states who took offence at what was being presented about their own countries’ human rights performance.

On the subject of attacks on UN Special Rapporteurs, one impassioned speaker from the floor challenged NGOs and asked why the complete silence from this large international institution when the UN Special Rapporteur on Human Trafficking, Sigma Huda of Bangladesh, was arrested, accused of corruption and detained without trial in July 2007. At the closing session Ingrid Betancourt, released in July after six and a half years in captivity by the Colombian armed forces (FARC), spoke to the gathering - live from UN headquarters in New York.  She told the audience that her experience of imprisonment has convinced her that we must - ‘touch human rights violators with words because words are better than weapons or bombs’.

Ms. Betancourt applauded an African woman whom she had heard speak with great feeling, from the floor, demanding to know how Africans were to believe the UN is serious about defending democracy when rich countries and their corporations continue to plunder Africa and its resources.  She urged all NGOs to emulate this sense of outrage and ‘learn to shout’ more. 

Embracing the UDHR: Poverty is not an accident, it is a breach of human rights, but where is the will to eradicate it?  Sr. Joan Burke SND urged us not to speak of ‘the poor’ but ‘people impoverished’ and to work so that they are at the table as major stakeholders in deciding issues which affect them more than others.  The challenge for NGOs is to keep awake a sense of indignation at atrocities and abuses anywhere in the world.  Find our voices, be courageous but respectful.   Governments and NGOs together must work with determination and courage in order to make the UDHR more than a declaration and ensure that its principles and values are binding - in treaties and enforceable laws.  Governments are powerless if not supported by the ethics and principles of societies themselves – people must convince their governments.

Conclusion: The many roundtables, break-out sessions and midday workshops provided both Imelda and me with opportunities to engage with the many aspects of human rights issues – poverty, peace, violence, trafficking, equality, food and water security, the need to make the Millennium Development Goals a reality etc.  In our attempt to take in as much as we could in the three days, we left the conference tired but convinced of the need to continue acting for the promotion of universal human rights.  As long as there are people in our world, human beings like you and me, who are under-nourished, under-educated, exploited, tortured and abused, there will be an urgency to translate the human-rights-discourse into human-rights-realisation. 

One way to take responsibility for embracing the values and goals of the UDHR is to sign a personal declaration on ‘The Elders’ website. You can do so by clicking here.  You may wish to let as many others as possible before Human Rights Day on December 10th. 

You are encouraged to visit the website to learn more about this campaign and tell your human rights stories on the ‘Witness Hub’; and to invite people you know who have their HR stories to suggest that they too put them in the Witness Hub. [Maureen O’ Connell, Nagle Community, Ireland]


	Forging the Future Together

	Recently five members of the Province Justice and Peace Commission: Srs. Nualla Mottley and Teresa Phelan together with three Associates, Vincent Short, Phil Barrett and Frank Buchanan attended a day in London organised by the Justice Links as part of their AGM. The speaker was Lesley-Anne Knight, the Secretary General of Caritas Internationalis, who is based in Rome.  Previously she has worked for Cafod and for the UN so she has very wide experience of the issues involved. The theme for the event was One People, One Creation- Forging the Future Together: Global Challenges require Global Solutions.

What follows is an account from one of those who attended: Dr Lesley-Anne Knight began by describing how she was sipping coffee at a pavement café in the warm sunshine of Rome when her eye was caught by a headline in the newspaper in front of me: “Britain’s water habit leaves others parched.” And alongside it, was printed a stark statistic: “140 litres of water are needed to grow the beans for a single cup of coffee.”
That’s roughly what the average British household uses each day for washing and drinking, and much, much more than the average household gets in the world’s poorest countries. So I couldn’t help asking myself whether that 140 litres of precious water could have been put to better use in the country where those coffee beans were grown.

This is just one example of how the simplest of actions – like having a tiny cup of coffee – can impact the lives of people thousands of miles away. We do not live in isolation; we are not insulated from the rest of humanity – it seems that everything we do has implications for our fellow human beings. But if this is true, then maybe the smallest things that we do can also have beneficial effects for people many miles away.

We have already reached the half-way point towards the 2015 deadline for achieving the Millennium Development Goals and to mark this milestone world leaders gathered recently at the United Nations in New York. Our Caritas president, Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez, was among a small group of civil society representatives personally invited by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon to address the meeting. Calling on world leaders to honour their promises to deliver increased aid, the Cardinal said the world is suffering from an acute poverty of imagination. “We need to be able to imagine ourselves not in a ‘Third World’ and a ‘First World’ but in one world in which our duties to the poor are shared,” he said.

This is a vital point: If we are to achieve these goals – and at our current rate, some of them will take another hundred years – we must realise this shared responsibility. We must all become involved and consider what we can do as individuals to help to make a difference.

The UN Millennium Declaration, which resulted in the MDGs, was adopted by 189 nations and signed by 147 heads of states and governments. It spoke of the “collective responsibility to uphold the principles of human dignity, equality and equity at the global level,” and of “our duty to all the world’s people, especially the most vulnerable and in particular to the children of the world, to whom the future belongs.”

‘Ending world poverty is not a project for aid workers and governments alone – it is a project for the whole of humanity………. whether we are part of the Justice and Peace movement ………or whether we simply contribute by making a change in lifestyle, “living more simply that others may simply live.”’
There are two other pressing issues on the 21st century agenda that are inextricably linked to global poverty and have the potential to wipe out all the progress we have made on poverty eradication: Climate change and violent conflict.

Conflict reduces peoples’ capacity to adapt to climate change, producing a vicious circle that worsens poverty and hampers development efforts. Campaigns to tackle climate change must therefore be linked to development, and to emergency humanitarian work. International cooperation on mitigating the effects of climate change, through reducing carbon emissions, need to be accompanied by funding and assistance to enable vulnerable states to adapt to these effects.

When you look at the complex inter-relations between globalisation, poverty and climate change, it seems obvious that only a concerted, coordinated, multi-lateral effort can address these issues.

If the MDGs are to be met, cooperation between governments, the private sector, NGOs and civil society is essential. In particular, faith-based organisations such as Caritas, have an important role. In many African countries the Catholic Church is the primary, if not the only, healthcare and education provider. Schools, hospitals and other vital infrastructure provided by Catholic and other faith-based organisations are second to none, but international donors are not taking full advantage of this valuable resource as a conduit to deliver aid.

I know there are those who believe that Church should not be involved in politics and in seeking to influence governments; we should feed the hungry and cure the sick, but not asking why they are hungry and sick in the first place. How can we respond to that sort of argument? And how far can we legitimately go in trying to change our governments and international institutions?

 “Through conversation we build a world of shared significance… When we are willing to listen to one another, when we listen with the ear of our hearts, we often discover those universal values that unite us in our diversity. This offers us a vision of hope for what might be achieved if we could only reproduce this in the wider world”  (Lesley-Anne Knight – 18th General Assembly Caritas ‘Witnesses of Charity, Builders of Peace)


	Ecology: A Christian Perspective on Nature – A reflection by Anne Lyons

	We may like to think of ourselves as being little less than the angels, but we have been taken swept along by precisely the same exhilarating evolutionary maelstrom as all the other species – 4,000 millions years of life spent travelling with them – and before that we share the same remote origins in the dust of the exploding stars.  

We are brother and sister, elephant and wolf and man and woman, oak and dandelion, frog and dragonfly.  To think we are less is to diminish God; to imagine we are more is to diminish ourselves.  We cannot think otherwise once we bring our intellect and our spirit to bear on the physical reality of the diverse living species of creation: all these manifestations of the kaleidoscope of the Great Being ‘in whom all potentialities already exists as a plan of action.’

It was Thomas Aquinas who said that God cannot be expressed fully in any one creature, and so there as many and diverse life-forms, so that what one lacks in its expression of divine goodness may be compensated for by others: for goodness, which in God is single and undifferentiated, in creatures is refracted into a myriad hues of being.

The role of each and every species is not merely ecological: it is spiritual; it is a unique song of joy, affirmation and worship that no other species can give.  If any species is missing – if the dipper becomes extinct, say- a note which cannot be replaced is missing from the symphony.

There is a grandeur in this vision of life, a life in which endless forms most beautiful and most wonderful have been and are being evolved (Darwin). As we move through this month in a spirit of communion with the great chain of being in which we are all actors, all share the same level of bio-chemistry, let us put on the garment of adoration and reverence before the wonder of all creation.

Submitted by Anne Lyons (Spirituality Focus Group) - Most of the text is taken from a handout entitled Ecology: A Christian Perspective on Nature by John Feehan (Faculty of Agriculture at University College Dublin, Ireland).


	How to submit YOUR news

	You are invited to submit news items for our News section and eNews. If you have news you would like to share with us, please feel free to drop us an email and share your news with us. Or if you come across an interesting website that you think may be of interest, why not let us know.


	The Nano Nagle Commission needs YOU!

	The commission is aiming to compile and publish a book of reflections on the theme “Praying with Nano". It is hoped the compilation will include reflections by Sisters, friends, colleagues, and associates. 

It is hoped to have the book ready for publication in April or June 2009. So get writing! NOW! Writers are encouraged to be creative around the theme, giving life to the  charism and spirit of Nano and reflecting on how she lived the Gospel values and the spirituality of being in communion in her time. Some may choose to take a passage from Scripture and reflect on it from the perspective of the life and charism and of Nano. If you have an image that you consider particularly appropriate to your reflection please refer to it and say where it might be accessed - or better still, send it in with your reflection.

All reflections received by 31st December 2008 will be considered for inclusion. So, get writing. In the meantime, it will be a great help in planning for this publication if you will send an email to roisingannon@eircom.net confirming that you will have a go! This invitation is open to all who consider themselves to be a friend of Nano. Please help us to mark Nano's 225th Jubilee by making this publication a resounding success.


	Presentation Day Reflection

	


Mary,
by your unconditioned Yes,
lean down to us who stammer out
our weak assent and tremble
lest God take us at our word.

By your swift love, 
redeem our paltriness,
when, with a sparing hand,
we dole from what
unmeasured, has been heaped on us.

Without a backward glance
you followed when He led to Calvary.
Come, lest from that all-demanding love
we turn, Lot's wife, 
immobile, hard as stone.

Ah, Mary, little one,
whom God raised 
from the depths unto the heights,
help us, we pray
grow small enough again
to marvel at the wonder
of our call.

[Raphael Consedine P.B.V.M. - Songs of the Journey]
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